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TIMELINE OF HISTORY

NUMBER OF YEARS AGO

13.8 BiLLioN

4.5 BiLLION

3.8 BiLLION

6 MiLLioN

2.5 MiLLION

2 MiLLioN

400,000

300,000

30,000

50,000

30,000

15,000

MATTER AND ENERGY APPEAR. BEGINNING OF PHYSICS.
FORMATION OF ATOMS AND MOLECULES. BEGINNING OF CHEMISTRY.

FORMATION OF PLANET EPRTH.

EMERGENCE OF ORGANISMS. BEGINNING OF BIOLOGY.

LAST COMMON GRANDMOTHER OF HUMANS AND CHIMPANZEES.

HUMANS evolve IN AFRICA. USE OF STONE TooLS.

HUMANS SPREAD FROM AFRICA TO EURASIA.
EVOLUTION OF DIFFERENT HUMAN SPECIES.

NEANDERTHALS EVOLVE IN EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE €AST. REGULAR USE OF FiReE.

HomMo SAPIENS EVOLVES IN AFRICA.

THE COGNITIVE REVOLUTION. EMERGENCE OF STORYTELLING.
BEGINNING OF HISTORY. SAPIENS SPREAD OUT OF AFRICA.

SAPIENS SETTLE ACROSS AUSTRALIA. EXTINCTION OF AUSTRALIAN MEGAFAUNA.

EXTINCTION OF NEANDERTHALS. HOMO SAPIENS THE ONLY SURVIVING HUMAN
SPecies.

SAPIENS SPREAD ACROSS THE AMERICAS. EXTINCTION OF AMERICAN MEGAFAUNA.
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0k, 50 You GUESSED THE SURPRISE.... i, I
IT WAS PROFESSOR SARASWATI'S IDEA, oFeSSoRT /A .o To BE IN TEL AViV, SO T SU66ESTED THE
THREE OF US CoME To Se€ iT.
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|~ IT'S eXACTLY WHAT
We NeeD To SATISEY ouR
CURIOSITY—IT'S ALL ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENED NEXT IN THE
STORY OF SAPIENS.
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LALALT LALALA... FOOR HE ALWAYS WANTED
FARMER FAUSTUS... €] &7 Mo00ORE.... §] & I iy

MORE FREE TIME AND MORE WEALTH...
FEWER STRUGGLES, BETTER HEALTH...

A

00PS, WERE
You THeERE
ALL ALONGT

LET ME TELL
You, Yov SHouLD

I WAS SINGING MY FAVORITE
LTTLE DITTY, ‘LiTTLE
CROP OF HORRORS." Do You
KNOW 7
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WITH THE SAPIENS BUSY LIGHTING THEIR FIRES AND MAKING THEIR
ToolS... I THOUGHT THEY WERE (TCHING To BE MASTERS OF THE
WORLD!! PERHAPS, I THOUGHT To MYSELF, THEY'D Like To MASTER
60pTS7

I TRi€D To LiVEN THINGS UP BUT THEY iI&GNORED Me.

BARAAAT

I POPPED BACK To SEE THEM WHEN THEY BuT Mrs DT KR W ESore TheY ) Lom stz THOUGHT, THS iS TYRANNOSAURUS REX
STARTED SYSTEMATICALLY EXTERMINATING ME TO WORK. £VEN AFTER GVERYTHING ALL OVER AGAIN!
LARGE ANIMALS AND THE OTHER HUMANS. THEY'D DoNE To THE OTHER HUMANS Al

ND
ALL THOSE ANIMALS, THEY STiLL WeReN'T
INTERESTED N REAL POWER.

—
THEY'RE KILLERS ALRIGHT, BUT THEY'RE

NOT PLANNING To REDULE ANYBODY To
SLAVERY....

FINALLY—FINALLY!—ABOUT 12,000 YEARS A&0 I HAD
AN UNEXPECTED BREAKTHROVGH iN THE MIDDLE EAST....

INCARNATED IN A HUMBLE
EAR OF WHEAT, I SeT ouT
To TEMPT A FOOR SAPIENS
CALLED FAUSTUS....
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DOMESTICATE! WHAT'S THATT

NEVER HEARD
OF IT...

TUST IMAGINE WHOLE
FIELDS FULL OF WHEAT...
MORE THAN ENOUGH
FOR YOUR FAMILY

=) ARE YOU TELLING THE TRUTH, LITTLE €Ak’
f%\‘_ﬁ Yo'l Do AS YouRe ToLDT AND REPRODUCE
: S0 WE CAN AT FoR A YeaRT

MY FRIEND,
To THAT It
swear! 53 &

IM JUST A 6RASS, A WEAK,
INSIGNIFICANT THING...

AND I HAVE A HUMBLE
DREAM TO SERVE AN
ALL-POWERFUL KING....

PLENTIFUL FOOD—MY SALVATION!
NOW MY CHILDREN WilL
NEVER KNOW STARVATION!

~

Mmog HIS PACT, FAUSTUS
STARTED To Toi. ¥ £y &

WORK, WORK,
WORKiNG THE Soit!
EROW, 6ROW, THICKER AND
THICKER! EAT, EAT, QUICKER
AND QuickeR!

O

GV

-WMWTOMK THEY SOWED THE SeeDS, PROTELTED THE
PLANTS AND PULLED UP WEEDS. THEY HARVESTED THE CROF AND
SROUND THE GRAIN... 5§ MORE AND MORE, AGAIN AND
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THESE RARE SPECIES LIVED IN A SELECT FEW PLACES,
AND IT WAS iN THESE PLACES THAT AGRICULTURAL
REVOLUTIONS ToOK PLACE.

[oF THE THOUSANDS OF SPECIES THAT
ANCIENT HUMANS HUNTED AND
GATHERED, ONLY A HANDFUL WERE
RIGHT FOR THE DOMESTICATION GAME,

To THIS DAY, HALF OF THE CALORIES
THAT FEED YU VORACIOUS HUMANS
CoME FROM JUST THREE PLANTS—
WHEAT, RICE AND CORN—AND TWO
ANIMALS—COWS AND PI6S...

...ALL OF THEM DOMESTICATED
MORE THAN 9,000 YEARS A&o!
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BEFORE THEY FELL
INTO MY TRAP, THESE
INSIGENIFICANT APES HAD
A RATHER PLEASANT

LiIFE HUNTING
AND FORAGING....

Look AT PooR
FPUSTING, HUNCHED
OVER DAY iN AND
DAY oUT,

BUT IN TRYiNG A FEW THOUSAND YEARS

To CONTRoOL Me LATER...

THEY HAD THeEIR

WORK CUT ouT P NOON AND

FOR THEM. THEY WERE TENDING syl
ME MORNING, HEHT...

THERE'S NOTHING
To SMiLE ABOUT, LITTLE
€AR! THE PACT You mADE
WITH MY FOREFATHER
WAS A TOTAL SCaM!

MAYBE OLD FAUSTUS FORAGING LIFE WAS ...BUT MY LiFE AS A FARMER
SOMETIMES TOUGH, DEMANDING AND iS DEFINITELY WoRrse!!l
DANGEROVS... N7

HidhAL i AL |00

fiits

—
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FEeL REMORSEFUL.... THEY WORK So

POOR SAPIENS... SOMETIMES I ALMOST  THEY THINK MY SDE OF THE BARGAIN ) HAL HAL STUPD APES MY GiPT TO THEM INSTEAD S
1S TO SPARE THEM FROM HUNGER AND J FAMINE AND CHRONIC mmmw&!-\__/

RATHER THAN IMPROVED QUALITY oF
LiFE, THIS AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION
OF THEIRS PRODUCED A POPULATION
EXPLOSION! YES, FARMING BROVGHT
THEM A LOT MORE FooD...

BUT THEY ALSO HAD MORE
CHILDREN! WHICH MEANT THERE
WERE MORE MOUTHS To Feeb.

¥

... AND THE FiRST
PAMPERED ELITES.
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PLUS THEIR BODIES HADN'T DEVELOPED To TEND ME WITH SUCH
CARE.... HUMANS WERE ADAPTED To CLIMBING Fig TREES AND
RUNNING AFTER GAZELLES....

THEIR KNEES, ELBOWS, BACKS AND NECKS PAID THE PRICE.
IF You HAVE A 600D LOOK AT ANCIENT SKELETONS, You

CAN SE€ THE AERICULTURAL REVOLUTION SPELLED ouT
iN RUINED JOINTS AND SPINES.
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OF course I Dip!
BUT iT WAS A SHOW.
I CAN'T S€€ HOW ALL
THAT COULD HAVE
HAPPENED iN THE REAL
WORLD....

A

WHAT WAS iN iT LET'S TALK ABOUT THiS
FOR THEM? OVER A DRINK iN THE PARK]

WHY DID HoMO SAPIENS Give UP
AN OK KiND OF LiFE FOR SUCH A

VERY LITTLE,
ACTUALLY...

&00D DEA, YUVAL.
&OODNESS, IT'S STiLL
50 WARM THIS Time
OF YEAR....

SO, WHAT
THE SHOW SAID
iS TRuE, THENT

YES. WelL, THE
MAIN POINT 1S, AT

24




MMYEAH... FANTASTIC, Bikl. BUT
WHERE WiLL YOU FIND ENOUGH
MAMMOTHST

WE'LL RAISE
‘&M, CINDY!

WE'RE &0INE TO
OPEN THE FIRST
RESTAURANT IN

AlpsSkal

ONE TTEM o THE MENU:
MAMMOTH STEAK FOR
evervone!!

WHY
DION'T
I THINK OF
THAT.

WoULD You TAKE WoollY MAMMOTH oFF
THE LiST oF POTENTIAL DOMESTILATIONS
PLEASE, KURT,

26




FORAGERS ATE DOZENS OF DIFFERENT SPECIES,
AND THIS MEANT THEY COULD 6€T THROVGH THE
TOUGH YEARS WITHOUT RESERVES OF FOOD—IF ONE
SPECIES WAS N SHORT SUPPLY THEY COULD ALWAYS
PFiCk OR HUNT ANCTHER.

IT'S HARD To

CHOOSE....

UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, MOST FARMERS 60T ALMOST
THEIR ENTIRE CALORIE INTAKE FROM TUST A FEW
DOMESTILATED PLANTS. IN LOTS OF PLACES THERE WAS
ONLY ONE STAPLE FoOD: WHEAT, POTATOES OR RICE.

&

IF THE RAINS FAILED OR THERE WAS
A SWARM OF LOCUSTS OR A FUNGUS
INFECTED THEIR PLANTS, PEASANTS
COULD DiE IN THE THOUSANDS—
MILLIONS, EVEN.

'ON TOP OF THiS, FARMERS LiVED iN CROWDED
Y VILLAGES iN CLOSE CONTACT WiTH LOTS OF
ANIMALS AND WASTE PRODUCTS, So A VIRUS JUST
HAD To TUMP FROM A CHILKEN To A PERSON
AND COULD WIPE OUT A WHOLE ViLLAGE.

AGRICULTURE NOT ONLY RESULTED
iN MORE EPIDEMICS, BUT ALSO MORE

vioLence!

WiTH THE ADVENT OF FARMING, THERE WeRE

SUDDENLY MANY MORE REASONS FOR CONFLICT. IF
NEIGHBORS CAME AND RAIDED YOUR GRAIN STORE, You
COULON'T LEAVE IT To THEM AND MOVE SOMEWHERE
ELSE. YOU HAD TO FiGHT FOR IT OR DI OF HUNGER....




YOUR MAGAZINE'S ABSOLUTELY
RIGHT, PLENTY OF STUDIES HAVE
PROVEN iT.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
SUEGESTS THAT iN A LOT OF AGRICULTURAL SoCieTies
ABOUT 25% OF ALL DEATHS WERE THE RESULT OF
ViOLENCE.

AT FIRST THERE WERE PEACEFUL FARMERS AND VIOLENT ONES. TAKE
THE ARCHAGOLOGILAL DI&S IN SOUTHERN LEVANT, FOR EXAMPLE: THEY
FOUND THAT FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN THE
REGION HAD NO WALLS AND PEOPLE HARDLY BVER WENT TO WAR.

BUT_MORE VIOLENT FARMERS 6RADUALLY EXTENDED
THEIR TERRITORY AND PEOPLE HAD To ADOPT THEIR
BAD HABITS OR KEEP OUT OF THEIR WAY.

THeEN iT
SPREAD LikE

LARGE-SCALE WARFARE ISN'T A

UNIVERSAL HUMAN CHARACTERISTIC.
IT WAS INVENTED iN A NUMBER OF
PRIMITIVE FARMING SOCIETIES.

 SADLY, THERE'S No NATURAL

BUT IT ONLY TAKES oNE
To START A WAR.

VIOLENCE, HUNGER, DISEASE... L)
BUT, UNCLE YUVAL, DON'T You THiNK v,
LIVING IN VILLAGES HAD Some AVANTAGES

FOR THOSE FiRST FARMERST

THEY MUST HAVE BEeN
PROTECTED FROM WILD ANIMALS,
AND THE COLD AND RAIN, RIGHTT

THAT'S TRUE, BUT FOR THE AVERAGE PERSON LIKE BilL AND
CiNDY, THERE WERE OFTEN MANY MORE DOWNSIDES THAN

UESIbeS. WELL, TM AN AVERAGE PERSON
Too, AND I DON'T 66T THE FEELING
FARMING'S A BAD THING FOR ME. TF
We DIDN'T HAVE FARMING, HOW COULD
1 BE GATING SPAGHETTI IN THS
RESTAURANT?

iN PROSPEROUS MODERN SOCIETIES.
—

You S€em To LIKE FARMING A LOT, BUT THEN AGAIN You DoN'T
HAVE To WORK THE LAND! YOU'RE HAPPY TUST EATING THE
PRODULE THAT COMES FROM FARMING. THE AGRICULTURAL
REVOLUTION SEEMS LIKE A WONDERFUL iDEA TO PEOPLE LiVING

_
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THE DAILY BUSINESS NEWS

Agricultural Revolution was a trap!

(AR R A A R L R R A R NN
Milton Goldmine: Agriculture still greatest deal ever
Famous economics professor Milton Goldmine challenges
Professor Harari's statement.

Prof. Goldmine, speaking exclusively to DBN:

sossenssnssssae

esssssssssssnses

Ll

MG: “Granted, from each indi-
vidual's point of view, agriculture
may not have been such a great
idea.... But for the Homo Sapi-
ens Corporation it was a hell of a
success story! Cereal cultivation
guaranteed far more food per unit
of territory. And that's how Homo
sapiens enjoyed exponential pop-
ulation growth! "

eevceeceseesscnce

T Approximately
13,000 years ago

YOUR FAVORITE COLUMN: Fibs, Lies and Statistics

50 people.

When foragers ate wild
plants and animals, the
area around Jericho in
Palestine could sustain
a nomadic band of some

= About 9,000 years ago

When fields of wheat re-
placed wild plants, the
oasis could support a big,
crowded village with per-
haps 1,000 inhabitants.

DBN: Should we, as Professor Harari
is claiming, see agriculture as a ter-
ribleidea for Homo sapiens?

Milton Goldmine: Professor
Harari is wrong; he's not see-
ing this from a management
standpoint! | mean... a bit of
common sense, for God's sake!
We don't rate a company’s suc-
cess by measuring how happyits
employees are—so far as | know!
We look at its dividends! And the

tresssenusrensetens s nenenanay

numbers prove that agriculture did
wonders for humanity's bottom line!
The currency of evolution isn't hunger
or suffering, but genes!

DBN: Do you mean that the success
of a species in evolutionary terms is
measured by the number of copies of
its DNA?

MG: Why yes, exactly that! Everyone
knows that! And Professor Harari
should know it too! If there are no
copies of its DNA left, the species is

tsessasassssssssensrsnnsnessasan

extinct, just like a company with no
money is bankrupt. If a species has
more and more copies of its DNA, it's
ahuge evolutionary success!

DBN: So are 1,000 copies always bet-
terthan 1007

MG: Well, of course! Here's the basic
premise of the Agricultural Revolu-
tion: keeping more people alive on
the same area of territory. That's pro-

FLASH INTERVIEW WITH YUVAL NOAH HARARI

Three questions for Prof. Harari:

gress!

DBN: What do you say to Professor ; tiply the number of copies of the ~

Goldmine's challenge of youranalysis? ¢ Homo sapiensgenome? It would 'J
beridiculous. Nobody agreed to —
this deal! It was a trap! And it =

¥YNH: Yes, thanks toagriculture there
were more people on earth, but they
were also more miserable! Why
would any sensible person lower
their standard of living just to mul-

sssssssssssssssans

closed so slowly that humans
fell into it before they under-
stood what was happening!

32

(Interview continued on page 12.)




HOMO SAPIENS REACHED
THE MIDDLE EAST
TENS OF THOUSANDS

\iﬁ;s Ao,

FoR NUMEROUS GENERATIONS OUR ANCESTORS) iy SoMETImMES ATE WiLD WHEAT, BUT iT WAS
ONLY A TINY PART OF THEIR DIET. THEY HAD
PLENTY OF OTHER THINGS To EAT.

WEREN'T MANY OF US AND
THE RE&ION'S RESOURLES

IN TIMES OF PLENTY OUR
ANCESTORS HAD MORE

e =
-
—-_N . o — -

LIKE MANY MAMMALS, HUMANS HAVE HORMONAL
AND GENETIL MELHANISMS THAT HELP CONTROL
PROCREATION.

WHEN FOOD IS ABUNDANT, GiRLS REACH PUBERTY

WHEN FooD
iS SCARCE,
PUBERTY iS
DeLAYED AND
FERTILITY
DECREASES.
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ABOUT 18,000 YEARS A6O THE LAST ILE AGE GAVE WAY To
PERIOD OF 6LOBAL WARMING.

\AI/

AS TEMPERATURES ROSE, S0 DiD
RAINFALL—THE IDEAL CLIMATE FOR
WHEAT AND OTHER MIDILE EASTERN
CEREALS, S0 THEY STARTED To
PROLIFERATE AND SPREAD,

18,000 YEARS AGO

o,

TELL ME, FAUSTUS, Do You
REMEMBER WHEN YOU STARTED
EATING MORE WHEAT?

OH, THAT WAS AGES AGO, _1
maAM! BUT §T STILL
WASN'T OUR MAIN THING....

WHEAT WASN'T AS €aSY AS
Fi&S, You KNOW. You CAN'T
JUST SNACK ON IT WHERE You

/
2

HAD TO TAKE IT BACK TO WHERE
We'D SET UP CAMP THEN WINNOW iT,
SRIND IT AND COOK T,

OVER TIME THE GRAIN WHEAT WAS ALREADY USING
THAT You DROPPED ALONG You To SPREAD (TSELF LEFT,
THE PATHS TO YOUR CAMP RIGHT AND CENTER.

EREW AS WHEAT NEPR THE

e =
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LET ME SHOW
You AROUND OUR
VilLpge, MaAM!

SURE THING! WE GATHER A LOT OF WilD
WHEAT, BUT iT'S NoT LiKE We WoRrk
HARD To COLTIVATE IT—IT JUST GROWS.

WE ALSO GATHER OTHER
WILD PLANTS AND HONT

WiLD ANIMALS... You kNOW,
GATZELLES AND THINGS.

IN CEREAL SGASON,
WE ROAM THE NEARBY HILLS
AND MEADOWS, GATHERING AS
MUCH GRAIN AS WE CAN.

WHEN CEREAL SEASON'S OVER, WE 60 BACK

To 6ATHERING NUTS, HUNTING GAZELLES

OR WHATEVER.

IF THERE'S A BAD DAY
AND We DON'T Find

PNYTHING, \WE CAN ALWAYS
TAKE oUT SoMe ERAIN

AND WE CAN ACCUMULATE STUFF IN OUR
HoUSES! SHINY STONES, PRETTY DEER ANTLERS,
BROKEN KNIVES—NO NEED To THROW
ANYTHING AWAY! WeRE RiCH Now!

THIS MEANS WE CAN STAY iN THE
SAME PLACE AND START BUILDING
REAL HOUSES USING BRILKS, STONES
AND WOODEN PLANKS, iNSTEAD
OF LIVING IN MAKESHIFT

K=
g«"?‘l—-_. i i
e = =
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e =
Vit— —_—— - 2N A e

WE IMPROVED OUR OLD TooLS—LiKE
THIS MORTAR AND PESTLE To &RIND
GRAINS—AND ALSO INVENTED A
LOAD OF NEW ToolLS. JuST TAKE A
LoOK AT THESE STONE SiCKLES FOR
HARVESTING WHEAT.




IT'S HARD To PINPOINT EXACTLY WHEN

THERE WASN'T A SiNGLE DECiSive
STEP SEPARATING FAUSTUS GATHERING
WILD WHEAT FROM HIS DESCENDANTS
CULTIVATING DOMESTICATED WHEAT.

THE TRANSITION TO FARMING OCCURRED.

IN THOSE DAYS, TERICHO'S
PAVERAGE INHABITANTS HAD

A TOUGHER LIFE THAN THEIR
HUNTER-GATHERER ANLESTORS.

40

BUT ABOUT 10,000 YEARS AGO, THE
MIDDLE EAST WAS DOTTED WiTH
PERMANENT VILLAGES LIKE TERICHO.
AND THEIR INHABITANTS SPENT MOST
OF THEIR TIME CULTIVATING
DOMESTILATED SPeCies.




BUT EVERY TiME WE HAD A NEW iDEA, LiKE WHEN We DECIDED To Hoe ) LT MEANT MORE WoRK, YES...
WE'D 60 THINKING WE 60T IT RIGHT THIS INSTEAD OF SCATTERING Seeb BUT IT GAVE US MUCH BETTER
TiME AND THINGS WOULD FINALLY BE OK.

WE THOUGHT T WouLD
MAKE LiFE EASIER iN
THE LONG RUN....

WHILE THEY ToiLeb, | [ SURE, IT'S MORE WoRK Now No MORE LEAN THEN CAME THE iDEA OF A MiLL... AND WHAT A FANTASTIC INVENTION THAT
PEOPLE THOUGHT... BUT WE'LL HAVE A HELL OF YEARS, NO MORE WAS LiFE WAS BEAUTIFUL! IT WAS 50ING To BE S0 MUCH GASIER TO 6RIND
GRAIN IN A Bi& MiLL THAN WITH A SRINDING SLAB!

A HARVEST LATER! STARVING KiDS!

WE DIDN'T REALIZE WE WERE PUTTING WE MUST HAVE 60T TEN OUR SUMS WRONG AT
A NODSE AROUND OUR OMN NECKS.... SOME POINT... BUT WE NEVER WORKED 0UT

We BLeW T So
BADLY, MAAMT

MY POOR FAUSTINA,
You CouLON'T S T
COMING AND NEITHER
COULD ANYONE ELSE....

S ) (.
‘%éfj/{%//‘éf

m\m'rl\% A\\\(\ l ‘W

AN 3

IT HAPPENED TOO ERADUALLY, TOO SLOWLY. NO ONE REMEMBERED
LIVING ANY OTHER WAY. %
— - —_ T—

Er A P a ¥

IT STARTED WiTH 00D INTENTIONS. You
WERE BASILALLY TUST TRYiNG TO iMPROVE

KEPT ON LVING LikE
THE ONE BEFORE,
WiTH JUST THE oDD

-




HOVE THEY FinisHed

ALRENYT THEY'VE Been
KNOWN TO Do A LOT
MORE TALKING!!

DISEASE AND ViOLENCE.

BUT STild, MAAM... BUILDING TEMPLES OR FEEDING OUR KIDS, IT'S ALL THE SAME, WHEN
WE DOMESTICATED THOSE PLANTS, WE ACTUALLY EXPOSED OURSELVES TO HUNGER,

YES, AND (T'S WHEN THE
TRAP STARTED CLOSING IN

AND ALL THOSE CHILDREN
NEEDED FEEDING.... BELAUSE

STild, Some PEOPLE SEEMED TO BE OK. WHAT
WITH AL THOSE AMBITIOUS PROTECTS To

ON YoU THAT You SHouLD | [ WE WERE SHORT of F°°g OREPNIZE, LIKE TEMPLES AND IRRIGATION CANALS,
HAVE ABANDONED FARMING | | WE HAD TO CLEAR MORE FiELDS NEW LEADERS AND PRIESTS STARTED POPFiNG UP
AND FLED.... AND WORK EVEN HARDER.... EVERYWHERE. WELL, THEY DIDN'T COMPLAIN Too

MUCH ABOUT BEING HUNGRY OR TOILING iN THE
FiELDS, iF YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN.... THEY WERE
Too BUSY TELLING US WHAT To Dol

BUT T WAS ALREADY TOO LATE,
MAAM! THERE WERE TOO MANY OF US!
WE NEEDED MORE CHILDREN To WORK
IN THE FigLDS AND To Look AFTER
US iN oLD AGE.

AND THEY KEPT UP THEIR MANTRA:

"MoRE WHEAT! MORE CHILDREN! MoRE

WoRK! PARADISE iS TUST AROUND THE

CORNER! ONE LAST Bi& PusH! we're
e "

LALL iN THIS ToseTHER!

/

THE WORST OF iT IS iT'S ALL STiLL HAPPENING. WHAT HAPPENED To
You THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO IS STiLL &0iNG ON TODAY. AND We
STiLL DON'T See iT.

AND iF ANYONE EVER
VENTURED TO SAY
We'D B¢ BETTER OFF
WORKING LESS, HAWING
FEWER CHILDREN AND
PRODUCING LESS WHEAT...
THE LEADERS AND CHIEFS
FLEW INTO A TERRIBLE
RAGE.

e
////6;{« N

You oNLY HAD TO
SUGGEST LEAVING THE
VILLAGE AND GOING BACK TO
FORAGING IN THE WLD...
AND THEY'D 60
COMPLETELY WiLD!!

TELL YoU WHAT
HAPPENED TO
MY NEPHEW
ARTUN.

44




THE LUXURY TRAP IS oNE OF

SOON TURN iNTO NECESSITIES.
—

p ) p PEOPLE INVENT THINGS THEY DON'T WE START TAKING OUR NEW
HESTORY'S FEWIBON LAWGs. REALLY NEGED, AND THESE LUXURIES LUXURIES FOR GRANTED. BEFORE

You KNOW T, WE CAN'T Live
WITHOUT THEM.

IN THE LAST FEW DECADES WE'VE INVENTED COUNTLESS TooLS
THAT ARE MEANT TO SAVE TIME... BUT iN SPITE OF ALL THAT,
I'M CONSTANTLY RUSHED OFF MY FeeT!

YOUR PARCEL
WiLL BE
DELivEReD SooN

THERE'S JUST THE VERY
OLLASIONAL TECHNOPHOBE
LEFT WHO REFUSES To BUY
A SMART PHONE....

OH, I REMEMBER SOMETHING
LIKE THAT, MAAM!

A FEW THOUSAND
YEARS AGO, SoME
OF OUR NEIGHBORS
REFUSED TO 6€T
INTD FARMING....

YES, BUT WHEAT DIDN'T NeeD To TRAP DEVILISH,
ALL OF HUMANKIND To 6€T iTS WAY, WOULDN'T You
FAUSTINA. IT ONLY TOOK ONE LITTLE asree?

BAND....

Pl

£ = o]

Ol
A

THE BAND THAT SWITCHED To FARMING 6REW
EXPONENTIALLY AND SPREAD TO THE FOUR CORNERS
OF THE WORLD.

FORAGERS WHO REFUSED TO FALL IN THE TRAP HAD To KEeP
RUNNING AWAY AND ABANDONING THEIR HUNTING GROUNDS TO H
FieLDS AND PASTURE...

...0R START WORKING THE LAND THEMSELVES.... EITHER WAY,
THEIR OLD WAY OF LIFE WAS DOOMED....




IT WASN'T ONLY PLANTS Like WHEAT
THAT HUMANS DOMESTICATED.

\ ‘ '\W/‘..

\\\Wn &*O\ \\V%, | l@/%/m, \\\W@

THIS 12,000-YEAR-0LD ToMB
15,000 YepRS, Kikil
CAN You iMAGiNE!

iS eviDenNCe ofF cLoSe Ties
BETWEEN HUMANS AND DO&S,

AND THERE ARE OTHER
CLVES THAT iNDILATE
THAT Do&S JoiNeD HUMAN
BANDS AT LEAST 45,000

THE FiRST DO&S ACTUALLY AS THEY 60T To KNOW HUMANS

DOMESTILATED THEMSELVES. BETTER, THEY GREW FRIENDLIER,
ORIGINALLY, THEY WERE WiLD c;&,; CLOSER AND WERE

WOLVES THAT FOLLOWED HUMANS/ | cuenTuaLLY ACCEPTED AS USEFUL
AROUND, EATING UP LEFTOVERS. MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN BAND.
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3QOW WERE ANIMALS

AFTER DO&S, MORE ANIMALS [
L WERE DOMESTICATED. AND, AS WITH WHEAT, THE CHANGE HAPPENED OVER A LONG PERIOD....
) : BY TRACKING WilD SHEEP FOR GGNGRATIONS, NOMADIL BANDS H
_BUT THIS Time, GRADUALLY ALTERED THE MAKGUP OF FLOCKS.
THE INTIATIVE LAME FROM

THE HUMANS....

THE PROCESS PROBABLY STARTED WiTH SELECTIVE HUNTING.
HUMANS REALIZED IT WAS To THEIR ADVANTAGE To HUNT
ADULT RAMS AND OLD OR SiCk SHEEP...

THE SECOND STAGE WAS MOST LIKELY DEFENDING THE FLOCK FROM RIVAL
HUMAN BANDS AND OTHER PREDATORS.
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WHY WERE ANIMALS

l POMESTILATED ANIMALS WERE VERY USEFUL TO HUMANS. OF

1 ...AND RAW MATERIALS... ,
COURSE, THEY WERE A SOURCE OF FOOD...

/I//
AL

;- //_‘“ N
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Niile e T
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RAISING ANIMALS WAS SO IMPORTANT THAT IN SOME PLACES A NEW TYPE oF
SOLIETY EMERSED, BASED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON EXPLOITING ANIMALS...

.. TRIBES OF PASTORALIST
HERDERS.
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THE DAILY BUSINESS NEWS

CHICKENS—AN INCREDIBLE SUCCESS STORY!

S8 008000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000E000O00OCROCOOCEOISOEOEOROGSBRESGBSGBEETS

The stratospheric success
of one bird species!
Winners of the
EVOLUTION
AWARD!

Read our special feature on pages 4 to 12

YOU WANNA KNOW MY -
| THRGE MOTTOS FOR J/NeVeR SeLL A CHILKEN'S
MEAT TiLL YA KiLLeD iT!
Ar CHICKEN TOMORROW'S WORTH
MORE THAN AN €66 ToDAY!

Mr. Rooster, CEO of Gallus Inc.,
is the happy winner who
surprised everyone!

Famous economist Milton Goldmine gives us his reaction

THAT'S RIGHT! THE TURY WAS
ALSO SERIOUSLY IMPRESSED
BY THESE OTHER SPecies!

THIS 1S WONDERFUL! HE ONLY
INVESTED IN A FEW THOUSAND
€665 DURING THE AGRILULTURAL
REVOLUTION, AND NOW HE HAS
MORE THAN 50 BilLion!

NUMBER OF COPIES OF
THEIR DNA, THERE'S ONLY
ONE WAY To INTERPRET

X

n
AFTER CHICKENS, BT Wrrieyin Thg mosT
6S, AND

THIS: THE DOMESTICATED R
CHICKEN iS THE MOST A LONG \WAY BEHIND THEM, | \WideSPRenD LARGE
SUCLESSFUL FOWL OF WE HAVE FIGS, SHeeP MAMMALS IN THE
ALL Time! CATTLE. WoRLY!

L NN N NN

Milton Goldmine, member of the jury for the Evolution Awards
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IT'S SAD BUT TRUE: WHEN HUMANS STARTED TURNING BULLS,
HORSES, DONKEYS AND CAMELS INTO OBEDIENT

ANIMALS THEY MADE A LOT OF CHANGES. g
THEY BROKE DOWN THE ANIMALS'
NATURAL INSTINCTS AND Social TiEs,
CURBED THEIR AGERESSION AND
THER SEXVALITY, AND DRASTICALLY
REDUCED THEIR FREEDOM
OF MOVEMENT.....

FARMERS STARTED SYSTEMATICALLY CONTAINING ANIMALS iN PENS AND
CAGES, BRIDLING THEM WITH HARNESIES AND LEASHES, DISCIPLINING
THEM WITH WHIPS AND CATTLE PRODS, AND MUTILATING THEM, THEY
CUT OFF THEIR HORNS OR THEIR EARS—AND OF COURSE THEIR TESTICLES.

THE TAMING PROLESS ALMOST ALWAYS INVOLVES CASTRATION,
WHICH REDUCES MALE AGERESSION AND MEANS HUMANS CAN
COMPLETELY CONTROL BREEDING WITHIN THE HERD.

P T B T i O ST, L N
——T L 5
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IN MANY SOCIETIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, PEOPLE'S WEALTH HAS
TRADITIONALLY BEEN DETERMINED BY HOW MANY ANIMALS THEY OWNED.
IN NeW &UINED, FOR EXAMPLE, PIGS WERE THE KEY ASSET.

IN NORTHERN NEW GUINEA, FARMERS MAKE SURE THEIR PisS DoN'T RuN
AWpY BY SLICING OFF PART OF THEIR SNOUTS. THIS CAUSES THE PisS
SEVERE PAIN WHENEVER THEY TRY To SNiFF.

A Pi& CAN'T FinD FooD OR EVEN FinD TS WAY AROUND
WITHOUT SNIFFING, SO THIS MUTILATION MAKES THEM
COMPLETELY DEPENDENT ON THEIR HUMAN OWNERS.

IN ANOTHER PART OF
NEW &UINEA, OWNERS
RESORT TO &OUGING
ouT THEIR Fi&s’ eves
So THAT THEY CAN'T
SE€ WHERE THEY'RE
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THE WHOLE OF THE DAIRY INDUSTRY
IS BUILT ON BREAKING THE MOST
FUNDAMENTAL BOND IN MAMMALS—THE
BOND BETWEEN A MOTHER AND HER
OFFSPRING. AS A BIOLOGIST, T FiND THAT
TERRIBLY CRUEL.

ACTUALLY, I FIND THE DAIRY INDUSTRY NoOT
ONLY CRUEL, BUT ALSO PRETTY STRANGE.

WHY SHOULD HUMANS DRINK COW'S MiLKT
WOLVES NEVER DRINK EWE'S MiLK, AND TIGERS
NEVER DRINK ELEPHANT'S MiLK, Do THEY?

NEANDERTHALS AND ANCIENT SAPIENS DIDN'T
DRINK OTHER ANIMALS MILK EITHER. HUMAN
BABIES WERE REARED ON THEIR MOTHER'S MiLK,
BUT ONCE THEY WERE WEANED, THEY

NEVER DRANK MILK AGAIN.

IF YoU SU66ESTED TO OUR FORAGER
ANCESTORS THAT THEY SHOULD MiLK A
WLD COW AND DRINK HER MiLK, THEY'D THINK
iT WAS THE MOST OUTLANDISH, DISGUSTING
iDEA THEY'D EVER HEARD.

OUR DIGESTIVE SYSTEM HASN'T REALLY HAD
TiME To ADAPT. THAT'S WHY SO MANY PeoPLE
STILL HAVE ALL SORTS OF HEALTH PROBLEMS

WHEN THEY DRINK MiLK.

THIS WHOLE QUESTION OF ANIMAL
DOMESTICATION MAKES ME VERY
UNCOMFORTABLE....
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ON SEPTEMBER 9, 4383, THE REVEILLON, A HOT=AIR
BALLOON DESIENED BY THE MONTEOLFIER BROTHERS,
FIRST Took To THE SKiES iN THE GARDENS OF
VERSAILLES, To THE DELIGHT OF KiN& LOUIS XVI AND
QUEEN MARIE ANTOINET TE. AIR TRAVEL WAS Born!

PEOPLE WERE AFRAID THAT AR
TRAVEL MIGHT Do TERRIBLE
THINGS To THe BobY, So THEY
TESTED [T oUT BY USING ANIMALS.

THE BALLOON STAYED iN THE AR FOR
ABOUT TEN MINUTES.

MEANWHILE THE DUCK AND THE
COCKEREL WERE HUDDLED iN A

CORNER.

WHEN TT LANDED ALMOST Two MiLES AWAY,
SKYWARDS WAS FOUND HAPFILY MUNCHING THE
STRAW iN THE BOTTOM OF THE BALLOON'S

BASKET.
LORD ABOVE! =

QUITE UNSCATHED!
Q-‘?\ S

ACCORDING To REPORTS, THE QUEEN ADOPTED
THIS PIONGERING SHEEP, AND TT LiveD AN

60
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AMAPAZING...
DOCTOR FICTION,
You ARE
SHOWING s

A DReAM!

) %@QDD_

RIS

SAFIENS
N THE
SkY WiTH
DiAMONDS

BE CAREFUL WITH YOUR FANTASIES! CHECK OUT THE WARNINGS IN THE NEXT
CHAPTER AND WATCH FOR A LIST OF UNDESIRABLE SIDE E€FFECTS AND TERRIBLE
CONSEQUENCES FOR INDIVIDUAL HAPPINESS!

= <~ < SR e e =
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OF MYTHS
AND MeN




CHiLL ALREADY,
I'™ HeRE....

JUST A MINUTE,
I'M LOCKING THE
FRONT DoOR.

WITH THOSE NEW NEIGHBORS
MOVING IN, We CAN'T BE Too
CAREFUL....

HURRY UF, OR WE'LL NeVER 6ET
To THIS FAMOUS DINNER WiTH
YouR CouSin!

PONT You THINK THE WEATHER'S TOO RISk,
CINDY7 DiD You REMEMBER To SACRIFICE A
&OAT AT THE TEMPLE YESTERDAY?

NOW We CAN Be
SURE THe &00S
WiLL Look AFTER
OUR FigLDS AND
ANIMALS WHILE
WE'RE AWAY.

THREE HOURS LATE ALREADY,
I HAVE A BAD FEELING ABOUT
THIS DiNNER....

66




MEANWHILE,
AT THE COUSIN'S PLACE...

R Lt AL Rlf i

1 HOPE THEY WoN'T

SAY, HONEY, ISN'T iT
ToDAY YouR COUSIN'S
COMING To DiNNGRT

MIND WHEN THEY RepLize | FARMER BiLL IS MmoDern!

We ATE ALREADY!

PEACOCK WITH HIS WHOLE
&N OF BRATS AND HiS
"Fo0D RESERVES HE
BRAGEING ABOUT.

So, CoUSINT STiLL NoT
A FARMER YeTT

A CULTivaToR!

il

WHY DID You iNviTeE
THEM IF THEY DRivE

\ You NUTS Like THiST

I AN ALREADY HEAR
HiM LECTURING me!

mET? Like I INVITE THAT
ENOW-IT-ALL AND HIS STUCK-UP WiFe!!
YeaH RigHT!ll




SORRY WERE LATE, WE 60T LOST i Your |

LiViNG RooM. YOUR PLACE i§ $o Big!

WHAT WoULD I 66T oUT of
LIVING iN THE SAME PLACE
ALL THE Time?

%

s
WE GET ALONG VERY
HAPPILY WiTH KURT AND
HIS FAMILY!

IT SuRe iS! RooMiER THAN YoUR
CROWDED LITTLE PRISON...

AND BEST OF ALL, MY FARM iS MY
own! I DoN'T Need To SHARE iT
WiTH ANYONE. 00D FENCES MAKE
600D NEIGHBORS! PON'T HAVE To
PUT UP WITH THEM ANYMORE!
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AND iF iT RAINS Too
LITTLE—OR TOD MUCH—
Ybumoieuksm_

CALL THAT SuccessFuLT IF You
POOR SAPS WALKED TUST one
HOUR AWAY FROM YOUR HOUSE,
You'd HavE No iDEA HOW To
FinD Foob!

# FewW NUTST! oH Per-LeasSe!
WELL, WE RECENTLY PLANTED
SOME OLIVE TREES THAT
WoN'T FULLY MATURE TiLL OUR
GRANDCHILDREN'S Time!

THAT'S WHY We PLAN AHEAD, AND
PRODULE MORE THAN We NeeD!
BUILD UP YOUR SAVINGS, THAT'S
WHAT 1 ALWAYS SAY.

( BUT CiNDY AND T—AND OUR KiDS—GET UP
WE'RE PRODUCTIVE, THAT'S WHY

AT DAWN AND WoRK THROUGH TilL DARK!

We'Re So SuccessruL!

S
ot ; prsids
i _":ﬂl’éﬁggg ;

TO INVEST IN SOME FINE REAL ESTATE,
BEFORE THE MARKET'S CROWDED, TUST SAY
THE WORD, AND I'LL eveN LenD You THe
Seed To START YoUuR OWN FARM.
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AND ONE KiD'S MORE THAN enoven | TUNIOR HERE SUCkLes You REALLY NEED TO 6€T WiTH THE PROGRAM,
To keeP US BUSY! You WANT TUST THREE TIMES A M | SWEETHEPRT.... THE EXPERTS IN THE ViLLAGE
ME WAKING iN THE NigHT To Dpiv WOW. WAY MRS i TEMPLE SAY BREASTFEEDING'S NOT NEEDeD
BREASTFEED SEVERAL CRYING i . aTM.WGWNFDRT'Mm.
BABIEST No, THANKS! 3 ; i 7

THE TEMPLE EXPERTS
SAY IT HELPS PROTELT
i SOMETIMES IM NOT
Mot sk ol Turfior! YEUR S5 SoRS ABOUT THE
INFECTIOUS DISEASES THEY
CATLH FROM THE 6OATS. - TemPLE srf;sm
AND FROM ONE ANOTHER. 3 S0 MANY KiDS keer

You KNOW WHAT THEY TolD MY NEGHBOR
WHEN SHE LOST ALL FOUR oF HER KiDS
iN LAST YBAR'S ePidemic?
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You &UYS SHoULD TOTALLY
COME To US NEXT TiMe.

ArAAAARHIN

OH, No THANKS! T HEARD
YOU LUT DOWN ALL THE
FORESTS AND IT'S NOW ALL

| FENCED FieLDS AND CANALS!

6

AAAAARGH!

ssos




BY CREATING PRIVATE PROPERTY, SAFIGNS .. TIME CHANGED T0O. WiTH AGRICULTURE

INCREPSED -rne‘m SELFISH TENDENCIES. ... EVERYBODY WAS CONSTANTLY WORRYING
ABOUT THE FUTURE. FARMERS ARE
ALWAYS FRETTING THAT THERE WoN'T

BE ENOUGH RAIN... f\“

ALL THAT STRESS HAD FAR-REALHING CONSEQUENCES. SADLY, DESPITE ALL THER BALKBREAKING WORK,
IT WAS THe FOUNDATION OF LARGE-SCALE POLITILAL PEASANTS HARDLY EVER ACHIEVED THE ECoNOMIC

RULERS AND ELITES SPRANG UP EVERYWHERE, FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, RULERS ADOPTED THIS EXPLOITATIVE EQUATION:

LIViNG OFF THE PEASANTS SURPLUS FooD "TAXES = ALL THE Foob — JUST ENOUGH To BAT." WHICH MEANS: NO
AND LEAVING THEM BARELY ENOUGH | | MATTER HOW MUCH THE PEASANTS PRODUCED, THE STATE LEFT THEM
To SURVIVE. LITTLE MORE THAN THEY NEEDED To SURVIVE.
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NEW FooD SURPLUSES ALONG WITH NEW MEANS SAPIENS COULD BEGIN THESE CiTiES ToiNeDd
OF TRANSPORT ALLOWED MORE AND MORE ESTABLISHING TOWNS To FORM KINGDOMS AND
PEOPLE TO CRAM TOGETHER INTO THE AND eveN CiTies. TRADING NETWORKS.
SAME PLACES,

SR

BUT FooD SURPLUSES AND iMPROVED i ; TUST BECAUSE YoU COULD FeeD A KINGDOM'S MilLioN

TRANSPORT ALONE WEREN'T
ENOVGH T CLREATE CITIES

AS PEOPLE CRAMMED TOGETHER, .THE ALLOCATION AND IF NO AGREEMENT WAS REACHED, DISPUTES SPREAD
WIDER.... EVEN I THE STOREHOUSES WERE BULGING

THERE WERE ENDLESS 6ROUNDS FOR OF LAND AND WATER, et
DISAGREEMENTS AND CONFLICTS... WHAT T Do iN TiMES WiTH PROVISIONS.... -
i OF DROVGHT OR WAR.... THE Bi& QUESTION OF HUMAN

POLITILS ISN'T "HOW To Feeb A
MilLioN PEoPLE"” BUT RATHER
“HOW To GET A MILLION PEOPLE
To AGREE ON ANYTHING."
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DESPITE THIS LACK OF A HUMAN "MASS-COOPERATION INSTINCT,
SHARED MYTHS MEANT THAT HUNDREDS OF HUNTER-GATHERERS

OLLASIONALLY COOPERATED RiGHT BACK IN THE STONE AGE.

LOOSE AND LiMiTED.

BUT THIS COOPERATION WAS

EALH HUNTER-GATHERER

BAND STiLL RAN (TS LiFE

INDEPENDENTLY AND PROVIDED
FOR ITS OWN NeeDs.

/ A STONE AGE SAGE COULDN'T KNOW WHAT WouLD
HAPPEN AFTER THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION,

AND MIGHT BASILY HAVE BELigveD THAT
MYTHOLOGY HAD FAIRLY LIMITED SCOPE....

FicTion!

STORIES OF SPIRITS
AND TOTEMS AREN'T
AS EFFECTIVE AS YoUu
THINK, POCTOR

HOW Do You MeanT
YOUR MYTHS SURE AS HECK
HELPED YOU COOPERATE,
RieHT? I've SeeN PLENTY
OF SAPIENS TRADING SHELLS,
CELEBRATING FESTIVALS
AND TOINING FORCES
AGAINST NEANDERTHALS....

SOMETIMES HUNDREDS OF ),
YoU GANG UP To&eTHER!/ !

WELL, MAYBE, BUT )
THAT'S THE LimiT! /

MYTHOLOGY WON'T eveErR

&ET MILLIONS OF STRANGERS
COOPERATING IN DAY-To-DAY.
LiFe!
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THAT'S WHERE YOU'RE WRONE!
MYTHS ARE WAY MORE POWERFUL
THAN You COULD EVER IMAGINE!
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FOR SHAMANS, WITCH DOCTORS, DRUIDS...

0 JERICHO OASIS

* 10,000 years ago \ S @
¢ 1,000 inhabitants o N
* 1 small temple >

»Help bring in the first sheaves of the harvest!
P Experience the local goat sacrifice ceremony!

SPeCin
OFF€ER

Q 5 ATALHOYVIK TOMIE

The Anatolia of your dreams! -

ol

g

® 9,000 years ago
e 5,000 inhabitants
® 63 shrines

» Don't miss the spring bull festivall
»Improve your luck in life with a bull sacrificel
» Worship the great female spirit!

» Rest easy in Neolithic luxury!

Ve FOREVER

Q WEEOPOTAMIa Y

Where the fun never stops!

F
2/}

* 5,000 years ago
* Kingdoms of more than
100,000 inhabitants

> Visit the Abzu temple of €nki, god of deep waters and magic!
B Let Ishtar teach you all about love, sex... and war!
»Try out the 12-step Gilgomesh Immortality Plan™!




oH MY! I HAD NO iDEA
MYTHOLOGY COULD CREATE
SUCH GIANT NETWORKS
OF CooPERATION! PRETTY

imPREsSive! S
: tmw%_m:m
BUT WHAT'S o e
iN THE FiNe [t

COOPERATION MAY SOUND ALL FLUFFY AND
ALTRUISTIC, BUT iT'S NOT ALWAYS VOLUNTARY...
AND TT'S HARDLY EVER EGALITARIAN.

MOST HUMAN COOPERATION
NETWORKS RELIED
ON OPPRESSION AND
EXPLOITATION.

—
THOSE FAMOUS ROMAN AMPHITHEATERST é—' M
MANY OF THEM WERE BUILT BY SLAVES. , =
1 1 Y =
=S : —
Bla|miu W n s <

AN INIDE:
AN sss)
1§ ll’ ﬁ[l :

: Imig

AND WHAT For7 So BORED
RIiCH ROMANS COULD WATCH
4| OTHER SLAVES FIGHT FOR
Al THEIR LIVES iN 6RUESOME

I S€€, So, UM, I MIGHT RECONSIDER THAT

EVEN PRISONS AND CONCENTRATION TR

CAMPS ARE COOPERATION
NETWORKS, 6eDDIT7 THE ONLY
WAY THEY WORK IS BY HAVING
THOUSANDS OF STRANGERS
COORDINATING WHAT THEY Do.

MAYBE I'LL JUST Do THE USUAL
MUSHROOMING, THANK YOU.

No PRoBLEM!
WHATEVER Dogs
T For you!




THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE—
FORGED THROUSH CONQUEST AND
DIPLOMACY—WAS ONE OF THE
LARSGEST STATES iN THE WORLD.

BABYLON'S KiNG
WAS THE FAMOUS
HAMMURABI

THE EMFIRE RULED
MOST OF MESOPOTAMIA.

M~

HE MADE,

THE LOUYRE MUSEUM
IN PARIS, ToDAY.
HE'S BASICALLY FAMOUS BECAUSE
OF A TEXT NAMED
AFTER HiM, THE
HAMMURABI CODE,

IT'S A LIST
OF LAWS
AND LEGAL
DECISIONS

THERE WERE THREE REASONS
FoR DiSPLAYING THE cobe: To
Bi& VP HAMMURAR], To UNDERPIN
B UNIFYING LEGAL SYSTEM
RIGHT ACROSS THE BABYLONIAN
EMPIRE... AND To TEALH FUTURE
GENEGRATIONS ABOUT

JUSTICE AND HOW
A FAIR KNG
DoES Hi$ ToB!

AND FUTURE SENERATIONS
SURE DID TAKE iT
SERIDUSLY.

ALl THE INTELLECTUAL AND BUREAUCRATIC Big SHOTS IN MESOPOTAMIA
MADE A Bi& DEAL OF THE CoDe, AND APPRENTICE SCRIBES WeRe STiLL
COPYiNG IT OUT HUNDREDS OF YEARS AFTER HAMMURABI DiED AND

HIS EMPIRE COLLAPSED.




—

WHAT Do You MAKE
OF ALL THIS, LADY
JusTice?

FORSOOTH... “TiS FiNe HoLY &0DSl THE EXAM
AND FAIR IN MiNE eYe! INSPECTOR'S HERE ToO!
SHOULD I keeP
RepDINGT

AFTER THE LIST OF HiS JUDEMENTS, HAMMURABI VERY 600D, I SEE THAT BABYLON'S
DECLARES THAT HiS LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED To SOCIAL ORDER HATH BEEN ROOTED ABSo-ToTAL-UTELY!
“pireCT THE COUNTRY ALONG THE COURSE OF TRUTH IN UNIVERSAL—NAY ETERNAL—
AND JUSTICE! PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE, VERILY
>* DICTATED BY THE GREAT &ODS.

HE PROCLAIMS: T AM
HAMMURABI, NOBLE KiNG."

"I HAVE NOT BEEN CARELESS
OR NEGLIGENT TOWARD

HUMANKIND, WHO WERE GRANTED
To MY CARE BY THE &0b

ENLIL, AND \WHOSE SHEPHERDING,
WAS ENTRUSTED To Me BY
THE 0D MARDUK."”

THAT'S ENoUGH REPDING. COULD YOU | um, YES, of course! soooo,
TeLL US A LITTLE ABOUT THE BASIC| UM... FIRST, HIERARCHY IS

PRINCIPLES OF BABYLONIAN TUSTICE, | REALLY, REALLY iMPORTANT.
ACLORDING To THE CODE,
PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED iNTO
TWo GENDERS AND UM...

PEOPLE IN GACH CLASS
AND OF EACH GENDER
HAVE DIFFERENT
VALUES. THE LiFE OF A
COMMONER WOMAN 1S
WORTH—WAIT, WAIT—
THIRTY SILVER SHEKELS...

AND A SLAVE-
WOMAN'S
TWENTY SiLverR
SHEKELS....

BUT A MALE
COMMONER'S EYE, HIS
EYE ALONE, IS WORTH
SIXTY. You kNOW,
‘tAUSE HE'S, WELL,
A MAN.
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TO PHILADELPHIA! T WANT
TO COMPARE HAMMURAB('S
CoDE WITH THE AMERICAN
PECLARATION OF

THEIR REPRESENTATIVES MET
RIGHT HERE, AND THIS BUILDING'S
BEEN CALLED INDEPENDENCE
HALL EVER SINCE.

You See, 3500 Yeprs |\ f2
AFTER HAMMURABRI DigD,
ANOTHER PRINCIPLE OF
TUSTICE WAS CREATED

O O O o[l

DY [ Jalsslal

IN A6, THE INHABITANTS OF

A3 BRITISH COLONIES iIN NORTH
AMERICA HAD THIS FEELING THAT
THE KiNG OF &REAT BRITAIN WASN'T

PLAYING FAIR WITH THEM.

THAT WAS THE DAY THE
COLONIES DELIDED: WE'RE
DONE WITH BEING SUBTECTS
OF THE BRITISH CROWN.

THEY WROTE A
PECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE PROCLAIMING
UNIVERSAL AND ETERNAL
PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE.

- PRINCIPLES.

AND, AS HAMMURABI HAD BEFORE
THEM, THE AMERICANS CLAIMED
‘TWAS A DIVINE POWER THAT
BESTOWETH THEIR UNIVERSAL

WELL, YEAH, BUT

THE NUMBER ONE
PRINCIPLE DICTATED BY
THE AMERICAN &0D WAS
TUST A TEENSY BIT DIFFERENT
THAN IN BABYLONIAN TiMES.




IT'S ONLY NATURAL! OF COURSE OUR
DECLARATION IS FAIRER AND MORE
REASONABLE THAN SOME MONSTROSITY
WRITTEN BY ANCIENT HEATHENS!

AND YET KING HAMMURABI WOULD PARRY
THIS, SAYING THAT THOU ART WRON& To
SEE ALL MEN AS EQUALS, THAT "TiS So
ONLY IN THINE MiS&uiDeD eve!

=

IVE NEVER HEARD THE Like of iT! Y.
WHY, T 1S SELF-eViDENT THAT J
WE ARE RIGHT! .

Z=>

iT _MﬂY TRoOUBLE THEE TO F}gﬁ\g HE IMAGINED A

THIS, BUT BOTH HAMMURABI WORLD &OVERNED
AND YOUR &o0D S?LVG? WRoTE BY HIERARLHY. You
ONLY WHAT You iMAGINED.... IMAGINED A WORLD

GOVERNED BY EQUALITY.

AND THESE UNIVERSAL

PRINCIPLES OF YOURS ALAS, THESE PRINCIPLES
|>:>.:~t"rI EXIST ANYWHERE ARE FAR REMOVED FROM
EXCEPT iN YOUR FERTILE THE UNIVERSAL LAWS

IMAGINATIONS, AND IN THE OF PHYSICS OR BIOLOGY.

MYTHS YoU INVENT AND
TELL EACH OTHER.

WHAT ON EARTH ARE YoU SAYINGT!
ARE You TRYiNG To CONVINCE US

THAT EQUALITY AMONG HUMANS
S A MyTHTT?

Y MY TROTH,
ves! INDeeD, ALL
OF THIS RESIDES IN
HUMAN IMAGINATION!

BUT SURELY T IS A SCiENTIFiC WELL, LET'S 6€T SCIENCE iNvoLveD!
TRUTH THAT WE ARE ALL
EQUAL, No7

COME WITH S, We'lL ASk Her!

94




LET'S TAKE
A CLOSER Look AT
THIS PECLARATION.... |

:

We hold these brubths
to be self-evident,
that all men are created
equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights, that among these
are life, Liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,

We hold these trubhs

ko be self—evident;
confirmed by the available
evidence thal all men are
creaked evolved equal,
that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that
among these are life,
Liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.

A f ]
—— QUITE So, THANK You, LADY TuSTice!

THEN I NEED To CHANGE THIS Too.
BELAUSE EVOLUTION RELIES ON
DIFFERENCES....

rights, that among these
are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,

96

hold b h
We hold ese bruths T riN
NAME OF ALL THAT'S
confirmed by the available bhise
evidence tkbc?e all men are i touh e ranson et
od x| A SoUL CREATED BY &OD,
erestes: evolv AND ALL SOULS ARE EQUAL
differently, that they are iN THE £Y€ES of &ob!
endowed bj their Créator
with eertain unalienable

We hold these truths

that all men are creabed
equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable
rights, that among these
are Life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness,

WHAT DO You MEAN BY | NAY, 600D SiR, THE LATEST

THIST IT WAS &ob WHo ) BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AVERS

CREATED MenN! THAT MEN WERE NOT
A5\ CRepTED" BY ANY 60D,
THEY EVOLVED....

e

. u‘F\n wash ({7 |

YOU'RE SUEGESTING PEOPLE ARE EQUAL
BECAUSE YoU, I MEAN MODERN AMERICANS,

BELigVE IN THE CHRISTIAN MYTHS OF CREATION
AND OF ETERNAL SOULS.

THESE ARE NOT MYTHS! IT IS A
SELF-BVIDENT TRUTH THAT BVERYONE i$
EQUAL BECAUSE &0D CREATED THEM S0!

= ——
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so “CrepTED
€QUAL" SHOULD
ACTUALLY
ReADd “evolved
DiFFERENTLY."

THEY HAVE WINGS.

We hold these kruths

confirmed by the available
evidence that all wen are
erested evolved
differently,
that they are bork
| d by kheir € |

with certain unalienable

rights, that among these

are life, Liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

NOW, IN THE SAME WAY THAT HUMANS
WERE NeVER "CREATED,” BioLo&Y DOESN'T
ACLEPT THAT THERE'S A “CREATOR” WHO

£ ENDOWED” THEM WiTH ANYTHING... B
Z EVOLUTION HAS No SPECIFiC

WHICH 1S WHY “"ENDOWED BY THEIR CREATOR”
SHOULD BE REPLACED BY "BORN.”

PURPOSE, IT'S JUST A BLIND
PROCESS, LEADING To
THE BIRTH OF DIFFERENT
INDIVIDUALS.

BIRDS DON'T FLY
BECAUSE THEY HAVE

We hold these kruths

confirmed by the available
evidence that all wen
humans ere—eresdkedck
evolved differently,
that they are born
< < b klhai k

wikh cerko.i.jv\ e
righks mutable
characteristics, that among
these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.

SO THERE IS NAUGHT iN THE REALM OF
BIOLOGY ONE COULD LIKEN TO A RIGHT,

NOTHING AT
AL, THERE
ARE JUST ORGANS,
PBILITIES AND
CHARACTERISTICS!

LOTS OF THEM ARE
CONSTANTLY MUTATING
AND THEY MAY EVENTUALLY
DISAPPEAR ALTOGETHER.
TAKE THE OSTRICH, FOR

AND TT'S NoT TRUE THAT
THESE ORGANS, ABILITIES
AND CHARACTERISTICS ARE
"uNALIENABLE.

—_
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You KNOW, WE HAVE
A WAR To WiN, AND A
NATION To ESTABLISH.

IF THIS WERE AN ESSAY IN
BIOLOGY, GENTLEMEN,
You WouLD ALL G6ET AN F.

Do You THINK YOUR
TEXT WouLD iNSPiRE
ANYONE To FiGHT THE
ReDCOATST

EVEN iF WE WERE PERSUADED THAT
NOT ALL PEOPLE ARE BIOLOGICALLY
GQUAL, WE MUST BeELieve THAT We
ARE ALL EQUAL iN ESSENCE.

OR PAY TAXES To THe

ONLY oN
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT?

THIS PREMISE

CAN We
ESTABLISH
A STABLE AND MY TEXT MAY NoT BE
PROSPEROUS SCIENTIFILALLY ACLURATE,

BUT iF PEOPLE BELiEVE
IN T, IT Wikl CREATE A
BETTER WoRLD!

FOR YOUR EXPLANATIONS, SoCieTY.
BUT We STiLL HAVE NO
INTENTION OF CHANGING

OUR DECLARATION.

I'M WAY OUT OF MY DEPTH
TALKING ABOUT WARS AND TAXES,
GENTLEMEN. PLEASE, YOU 60 AHEAD
AND IMAGINE WHATEVER YOU NeeD To
KEEP YOUR SOLIETY iN ORDER....

COOPERATE AND KEEP SOLIETY IN BETTER SHAPE.

WE ALL BELIEVE iN SOME KIND OF IMAGINED ORDER. NOT BELAUSE IT'S
OBIECTIVELY TRUE—NUH-UH! IT'S JUST THAT BELIEVING i iT HELPS US

THAT'S :
EXACTLY WHY

A WORD OF COUNSEL, THOVGH.
SHOULD You DRAFT AGAIN
ANON, PRAY INVITE WoMEN To
CONTRIBUTE THEIR WiSDom Too.
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A FRENCH WRITER LALLED VOLTAIRE
NEATLY SUMMARIZED THIS PROBLEM.
HE SAiD: "PERHAPS &0D DOESN'T

EXIST, BUT DON'T TELL MY SERVANT
OR HE MIGHT STEAL MY THINGS."

ISN'T T, LiKe, SHOCKING To SAY THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE JUST AS MUCH A
MYTH AS HAMMURAB('S TERRIBELE CODET

IT'S SHOLKING TO US, 206, BECAUSE IT'S OUR MYTH. BUT THeN
THE BABYLONIANS WoULD HAVE BEEN SHOCKED BY YOUR ATTITUDE
DT0 THEIR SACRED Cobe.

YES, I 6UesS
THeY

)
et [
N
ny
e =N - CHAIRPERSON OF
R : THE FEDERAL
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HOMO SAPIENS HAS
NOo NATURAL RIGHTS.
NO MORE THAN THAT
SQUIRREL DOES...

A NATURAL ORDER 1S ok, I 6€T (T! AlLL THESE IMAGINED
STABLE, UNCHANGING. ORDERS ARE UNSTABLE!

TAKE GRAVITY, FOR

EXAMPLE, THAT'S

A NATURAL ORDER.
IT STAYS THE SAME,
WHETHER WE BeLieve
I IN IT OR NOT.

AND PINE CONES
ARE NUTRITIOUS,
NO MATTER WHAT
WE IMAGINE.
POLLARS oN THE
OTHER HAND...

SHALL WE HAVE
AN ICE CREPM,
UNCLE YuvaLT

BELAUSE THERE ARE ENOUGH
OTHER PEOPLE WHO DO
BELiEVE IN IT.

IF JUST ONE INDIVIDUAL DOESN'T WANT TO BELIEVE IN THE IMAGINED
ORDER—BE iT HUMAN RIGHTS OR THE DOLLAR BiLL—iT'S NOT A
Bi& DEAL. " .

You TRYIN'A MAKE
ME BeLieve THIS
SCRAP OF PAPER 1§
WORTH SOMETHING,




So HARD To KEEP THEIR | | gy THe RiSk oF

&DLLAPS{MS’

- EXACTLY RIGHT. IMAGINED
NO WONDER SAFIENS \WORK. ORDERS CONSTANTLY

GRAVITY Wikl

1=

NO MORE BILLS
AND Coms-

e

.';

IT'S CONSTANT WORK SAFEGUARDING AN iMAGINED ORDER.
AND iT OFTEN CALLS FOR VIOLENT MEASURES. ARMIES,
POLICE FORLES, TRIALS AND PRISONS WORK ROUND THE CLOCK
FORLING PEOPLE TO COMPLY WITH IMAGINED ORDERS. SO,
IRONICALLY, EVEN PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS SoMETIMES
REQUIRES VioLeNCE!

AND iT'S BEEN THE SAME FOR THOUSANDS OF
YEARS. IF AN ANCIENT BABYLONIAN BLINDED HIS
NEIGHBOR, IT Took AN ACT OF VIOLENCE TO
ENFORLE THE LAW OF "Meverfozmsvei!/

%}7( /2)7 [ \f\? Ef ‘%(u &

s
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AND WHEN, IN 1860, A MATORITY OF AMERILAN VOTERS BUT T TAKES MORE To COOPERATE WITH ONE
CONCLUDED THAT AFRICAN SLAVES WERE HUMAN BEINGS AND THAN VIOLENCE AND

SHOULD HAVE A RIGHT To LIBERTY, iT Took A BLOODY Civil COERCION To SUSTAIN

WAR To MAKE THE SOUTHERN STATES AGREE To THIS. AN IMAGINGD ORDER.

Some PeoPLe HAVE To
REALLY BELiEVE IN IT...

INCLUDING
SoLDiERS, PoLICE
OFFICERS,
JuDGES AND
POLITICIANS...

PATRIOTISM,
MANLINESS...

T

T

T T
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CHRISTIANITY WOULDN'T HAVE LASTED
2,000 YEARS UNLESS AT LEAST SoMe
OF TS LEADERS HONESTLY Beligved
THE CHRISTIAN MYTHS....

IF BANKERS AND INVESTORS DIDN'T
HAVE A DEEP FAITH IN CAPITALISM,
OUR CURRENT ELONOMIC SYSTEM

WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED LONG AGO.

s

106

W= ==




AN IMAGINED ORDER TAKES
CONSTANT TEACHING, FROM
THE CLRADLE To THE 6RAVE!

g

THE PRINCIPLES OF AN
IMAGINED ORDER ARE INSTILLED

LIKE MILLIONS OF OTHER HUMANS IN HER
GENERATION, 2Z0€ HERE IS TAVGHT To
BELIEVE iN THE VALUES OF EQUALITY
AND LIBERTY THROUGH FAIRY TALES,

TV SHOWS, PAINTINGS, SONGS, ETIQUETTE
AND FASHION....

I

b—ﬂi"m THE IMAGINED ORDER INTO THE MATERIAL WORLD.

—————
f—————

EVEN THROUGH ARCHITECTURE... IT'S SUPER iMPORTANT To

Look AT 20€'S BEDROOM, FOR EXAMPLE... IT
FITS IN WiTH ONE OF THE Bi& CONTEMPORARY
BELIEFS IN THE WESTERN WORLD: INDIVIDUALISM.
I MEAN, THE BELIEF THAT EVERY HUMAN BEING
1S A UNIQUE INDIVIDUAL WITH THEIR OWN
DESIRES AND OPINIONS.

=

I

MODERN HOUSES OFTEN TURN THIS ABSTRACT CONCEPT

l

OF INDIVIDUALISM INTO A CONCRETE REALITY. FOR

EXAMPLE, THE HOUSE WHERE 206 WAS RAISED HAS
SEVERAL SEPARATE BEDROOMS. HER BROTHER AND
SISTER ALSO HAVE THEIR OWN PRIVATE SPACES.

THESE PRIVATE SPACES SHELTER CHILDREN FROM OTHER PEOPLE'S
AUTHORITY—EVEN THEIR PARENTS' AND ENSURE MAXIMUM
AUTONOMY.

THEY ALLOW A CHILD To DeveLoP
INDIVIDUAL TASTES AND OPINIONS,
AND A RICH INNER WORLD,

HeY! wHo DARES
To ENTER MY
TERRITORY
UNANNOUNCEDT!T
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Y TAKE EUROPE iN THE MiDDLE
AGES: PEOPLE DIDN'T BELieve
N INDIVIDUALISM—OR PRIVALY.

YOUR STATUS DEPENDED ON WHERE You WERE IN THE S0CiAL
HIERARCHY AND \WHAT OTHER PEOPLE SAID ABOUT You. BEING
LAUGHED AT WAS THE WORST THING IN THE \WORLD,

VERY 6000, MY SoN! IF ANYONE SHOULD LAUGH AT You,
You MUST DEFEND YOUR HONOR, EVEN iF iT COSTS You
YOoUR LiFe!

LIKE OUR MODERN
INDIVIDUALISM, THE
VALUE SYSTeEM iN
THE MIDDLE AGES
SHAPED EVEN THE
ARCHITECTURE OF
THEIR CASTLES.

COME WITH ME,
I'LL SHOW You!

No WAY You WoULD EVeR See A
SCENE LIKE THIS BACK THEN....

WAIT! wWHo
DARES CROSS
MY THRESHOLD
UNANNoUNCEDT!T

OBVIOUSLY, THERE WASN'T A WHoLE
LoT oF PRIVALY IN A PEASANT'S
HOVEL. BUT SURPRISINGLY, evenN
RiCH PEOPLE'S LASTLES RARELY
HAD CHILDREN'S BEDROOMS.

OUR YOUNG NOBLEMAN ACTUALLY SLEFT iN A LARGE RooM
WITH A BUNCH OF SIBLINGS, SERVANTS AND RETAINERS.

HE WAS ON SHOW THE WHOLE TIME, SO HE ALWAYS HAD To THINK
ABOUT WHAT OTHER PEOPLE MIGHT SEE AND SAY.

WITH A CHLDHOOD
LIKE THAT, OF COURSE
HE DIDN'T BeLigve iN
INDIVIDUALISM OR THE
RIGHT TO PRIVALY.
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LET'S TAKE TUST ONE EXAMPLE OUT OF SO ) a
MANY... THE MYTH OF ROMANTIC CONSUMERISH,

WHICH MAKES PEOPLE Do O EATE A
THINGS LiKE SPEND A TON -
OF MONEY ON A VACATION |1 ® ¢ATE B

IN SOME FAR-OFF PLACE.

PEOPLE CAN WORK FOR MONTHS TO SAVE MONEY
FOR VACATIONS LIKE THIS, THINKING WHAT
THEY'RE DOING 1S PERFECTLY NATURAL....

BUT T JUST WOULDN'T OCLUR To A FAMILY OF CHIMPANZEES
To 60 ON VACATION iN A NEIGHBORING BAND'S TERRITORY.

WHEN PEOPLE 60 ON VALATION, THEY'RE NOT FULFILLING
SOME BIOLOGILAL NEED. THEY'RE DRIVEN BY A CULTURAL
DESIRE FOR SOMETHING cALLED “eXPeRienNces.”

BUT THEY HONESTLY BELiEVE THAT iT'S
NATURAL—ESSENTIAL, EVEN—FOR HUMANS TO
WANT THeSe "exXPeriences.”

AND THEY BELIEVE IT THANKS To THE
MYTHS OF CONSUMERISM AND ROMANTICISM.
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SO, WHEN A COUPLE FiNDS THEIR RELATIONSHIP'S
IN TROUBLE, THEY DECIDE To BREAK iNTO A

SAVINGS ACCOUNT AND TAKE A TRIP To PARIS. |
THIS TRIP DOESN'T REFLECT SOME INDEPENDENT
DESIRE, TUST AN ARDENT BELIEF IN THE MYTHS | |
OF ROMANTIC CONSUMERISM.

Bl

NEVER IN HIS WILDEST DREAMS WOULD A WEALTHY ANCIENT
EEYPTIAN HAVE THOUGHT OF SOLVING A MARITAL CRISIS
BY TAKING HIS WiFE ON VACATION To BABYLON. NO, HE
PROBABLY WOULD HAVE BUILT HER THE SUMPTUOUS ToMB
SHE'D ALWAYS WANTED.

LIKE THE ANCIENT E6YPTIAN ELITE, MOST PEoPLE IN
MOST CUOLTURES SPEND THEIR LIVES BUILDING PYRAMIDS.
IT'S ONLY THE NAME, SHAPE AND Siz& OF THESE
PYRAMIDS THAT DIFFER FROM ONE CULTURE To
ANOTHER.

e

Q_\
plEiln s IR NS NN

— —_ =< \

114

| o '

il “iw?ﬁ




AND FOR THAT TO MAKE SENSE We

SOMETHING OBIECTIVE

NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE DOESN'T DEPEND ON RADIOACTIVE EMISSIONS DIDN'T WAIT
BETWEEN "oBTECTivE," "SUBTECTIVES HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS FOR US TO DISCOVER THEM IN ORDER TO
AND “iNTERSUBTECTIVE." AND BELIEES AT EXIST, AND THEY'RE DANGEROUS BveN
ALL, FOR EXAMPLE, To PEOPLE WHO DON'T BeLigve iN
RADIODACTIVITY S THEM. MARIE CURIE SPENT MANY YEARS
OBTECTIVE. STUDYING RADIDACTIVE MATERIALS, BUT

DIDN'T KNOW THEY MIGHT BE HARMFUL.

SHE DIDN'T REALZE RADIDACTIVITY COULD Kill HER... BUT
SHE STiLL DIED OF APLASTIC ANEMIA, A FATAL ILLNESS CAUSED
BY OVEREXPOSURE To RADIDACTIVE MATERIALS.

SHE WAS LAID To
REST HeRe, AT THE
PANTHEON IN PARIS,

IN CONTRAST, SOMETHING SUBTECTIVE DEPENDS ON AN
INDIVIDUAL'S CONSCIOUSNESS AND BELIEFS. IT XISTS iN JUST oNe
PERSON'S MIND. IF THAT PERSON CHANGES THEIR BELIEES, THEN
THAT SUBTECTIVE THING ALTERS OR DISAPPEARS....

FOR EXAMPLE, MANY CHILDREN BELIEVE iN AN IMAGINARY
FRIEND THAT NO ONE ELSE iN THE WORLD CAN SEE OR HEAR.

IT, THE IMAGINARY FRIEND FADES AWAY.

THE IMAGINARY FRIEND €XISTS ONLY IN THE CHILD'S SUBTeCTivE
CONSLIDUSNESS. WHEN THE CHILD GROWS UP AND STOPS BeLIgviNg
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3/ THE iMAGINARY FRIEND OF

iy FOR EXAMPLE, PEUGEOT ISN'T
THE PEUGECT COMPANY'S CEOD.

&

X

THE PEUGECT COMPANY EXISTS
IN THE SHARED IMAGINATION
OF MILLIONS OF PEoPLE.

———
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THE CEO BELIEVES IN
THE EXISTENCE OF THE
COMPANY BECAUSE THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BeLieves IN iT Too...

LAWYERS... LINES...

WORKERS ON THE FALTORY

BROKERS ON THE STock
EXCHANGE...

y/ | Sy

...AND CAR DEALERS FROM FRANCE
ALL THE WAY To AUSTRALIA.

<=

IF JUST THE CE0 SUDDENLY SToPPED
BELIEVING IN PEVEEOT, HE'D SoON
FiND HIMSELF IN A PSYCHIATRIC
HOSPITAL AND SOMEONE ELSE WOULD
TAKE HiS Job.

IT'S ALL PURE FiCTiON! THIS
TIME-TRAVELING POCLTOR FROM
THE FUTURE TolD me! IT'S ALL
Fake! PevseoT DoESN'T exisT!

TTTT
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THERE'S NO WAY oUT OF THE
IMAGINED ORDER. IF YOU BREAK
DOWN YOUR PRISON WALLS AND
RUN ToWARD FReeDoM, You'Re

ACTUALLY TUST RUNNING INTD A

MORE SPACIOUS EXERCLISE YARD IN

A BIG&ER PRISON.
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&0, 20€, 60!
JUST TeN MINUTES
LEFT To Score!

APRGH, THIS i$ Too VY IT'S Too MUCH FOR ME,
cLoSe To caLL! ] . I Neeb To SiT DOWN....

|~ =) o COME ON, PASS IT To 20€! PASS
_ & \ THE DAMN BALL To 2o€!!!
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OFFSIDE? WHAT
DO You MEAN
oFFSibe?

So You'Rg TRYING To TeLL mMe
MY Niece DIDN'T Score?

DON'T You kNOW THE
OFFSIDE RULET UNUSUAL
FOR SOCCER FANS...

LOOK AT YOUR NigCE AND THE OTHER PLAYERS ON

THE PITCH. THEY'RE NOT GETTING ALL STEAMED LP

LiKE You... BELAUSE THEY KNOW THE RuLeS!

WHERE DD A STUPID RULE
LikE THAT come FRom! IT
COMPLETELY RUINS THE GAme!

BUT 'rr'_’s
NoT Fair!

WELL, YES, THE RULES ARE DREAMED UP oUT
OF NOWHERE. BUT THEY DON'T RUIN THE GAME.
WITHOUT THEM, THERE WOULD BE No GAME.
THANKS To THESE RULES, 22 PECPLE FROM TWo
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES, WHO HAVE NEVER MET BEFORE,
MANAGE TO PLAY VERY NiCELY TOGETHER!

I SE€ WHAT You MEAN.... BUT
I WoNDER iF WE HUMANS DON'T

SOMETIMES OVERDO T WITH ALL
OUR RULES.

YoU KNOW, OTHER
ANIMALS PLAY GAMES
Too. TAKE Kiki, FOR
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DD You HEAR THAT? THE REF'S
BLOWN THE WHiSTLE! IT
MEANS SHE WON'T ACCEPT
THAT OUTRAGEOVS 60AL

WOW... THEY'VE JuST
oH Nooo!!l SCORED iN OVERTIME!

€RR, NO... SHE'S
JUST ANNOUNCING
THe eND of THe
MATCH.

WHAT?!T BUT SN'T T
PGAINST THE RULES TO SCORE
N overTime!?

WHATTTT THAT 60AL WAS
ALLOWED?T THERE'S No TuSTice |
IN THE WORLD.

WELL, ANYWAY, THANK You FOR
YOUR EXPLANATIONS, MR....

MR., ACTUALLY WHAT
1S Your Name?

MR. K... BLEASE
CALL Mg FRANZ.

Insurance lawyer
¢ Trials?

® Missing persons?

* Bug infestations in the bedroom?
Better call Franz!
Na pofici, n°7
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SOCCER 1S RELATIVELY
EASY. EVERYONE
CAN REMEMBER

THE RULES.

EVeN
THE oFFSiDE

WHATT DD You...
DiD You HeAR 0S7

I HEARD You
SWeAR Too!

IM JUST GOING TO CHANGE DD You
AD T BE RIGHT WiTH You! HEPR ME

Swepr?

amm! YES, MUST HAVE BEEN...
BUT WHAT I WANTED To SAY WAS
THAT MOST PEOPLE COULON'T
POSSIBLY REMEMBER ALL THE
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF A
COUNTRY.

PARTICULARLY
AS THOSE RULES
KEEP CHANGING!

SOCIAL ANIMALS LTKE BEES HAVE VERY
STABLE, UNCHANGING SOCIETIES.
So THEY'VE ACTUALLY BeeN ABLE
To CODIFY THEIR SOLIETY'S RULES
IN THEIR DNA!
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SOME POSITIONS iN HUMAN SOCIETIES ARE SIMILAR TO WHEN THE BABYLONIAN KiNG HAMMURABI
(e BEeS POSITIONS iN THEIR HIVES.... EXCEPT THAT THe PASSED ON HiS DNA TO HiS SON, THAT
% RULES ABOUT WHAT To DO IN EACH POSITION AREN'T DIDN'T GUARANTEE THAT THE BOY WOULD
% WRITTEN INTO HUMAN DNA! S0 WE 60 To 6REAT REMEMBER HIS LAW OF "AN €YE FOR AN EYE.”
LENGTHS To TEACH OUR SOCIETY'S RULES TO
[~ YoUNGER 6ENERATIONS.
D)
[ worker | [_wowwy ]
IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN HIS EMPIRE, HAMMURABI AND, ANYWAY, REMEMBERING LAWS 1S TUST THE START.
HAD To PAINSTAKINGLY TEACH HiS SoN IN AN EMPIRE, THERE \WERE S0 MANY OTHER THINGS To
EVERY LAW. REMEMBER: COUNTLESS TRANSACTIONS AND TAXES...

j ...LARGOS OF MERCHANT SHIPS OR MILITARY

SUPPLIES...




I'M GUESSING ANOTHER PROBLEM IS
THAT INFORMATION STORED IN A HUMAN

BRAIN DOESN'T STiCk AROUND FOREVER...
PECPLE END UP DYiNG AND THEIR
MEMORIES Dig WiTH THem!

EXACTLY. IT'S PERFECTLY POSSIBLE TO PASS ON

MEMORIES FROM ONE BRAIN To ANOTHER, BUT

AFTER A WHILE, THE INFORMATION HAS A WAY
oF GETTING GARBLED OR LOST.

0K, S0 THAT MAKES TWO DRAWBACKS..

K | THE HUMAN BRAIN iS SELECTIVE. IT EASILY
BUT I CAN'T THINK OF THE THIRD....

STORES Some TYPES OF INFORMATION, BUT l I
I!

CAN'T HANDLE OTHERS. You SE€, iT evolved \
To STORE AND PROCESS INFORMATION THAT jll
PROFESSOR. WAS USEFUL FOR SURVIVAL ON THE ANCIENT &GS
SARASWAT, S
ICAN See
You'RE DYiNG
To TeLL me!
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FORAGERS NEVER NEEDED TO REMEMBER So THE HUMAN BRAIN WAS NeveR ADAPTED To STORING AND PROCESSING
OR PROCESS LARGE AMOUNTS OF NUMBERS. THAT'S WHY SAPIENS HAD REAL PROBLEMS ESTABLISHING Bi&
MATHEMATICAL DATA! KINGDOMS AND EMPIRES, BVEN AFTER THE

AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION.

You $6€, A FORAGER
DIDN'T Meed To
REMEMBER EXACTLY HOW
MANY APPLES OR NUTS
WERE ON EACH TREE iN

To ACHIEVE THAT, THEY HAD To TELLING STORIES ABOUT &0DS WAS NO LONGER ENOVEH. SURE, A 600D STORY
FiND A SYSTEM FOR RECORDING COULD HELP CONVINCE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE TO PAY THEIR TAXES MORE

AND PROCESSING LARGE OR LESS HONESTLY. BUT FOR THE FISCAL SYSTEM To WORK, iT NEEDED To
AMOUNTS OF MATHEMATILAL GATHER AND PROCESS ENDLESS INFORMATION ABOUT PEOPLES INCOMES AND
DATA. ASSETS, THEIR PAYMENTS, ARREARS, DEBTS AND FiNES, AND THEIR DISCOUNTS

PTIONS. z
AND EXemPTIO| !“

IF A STATE COULON'T STORE AND PROCESS Al AND THERE'S onlé Bié PROBLEM WITH NUMBGRS—woST | (7
THOSE NUMBERS, T COULDN'T MAKE THE MoST PEOPLE THINK THEY'RE TERRIBLY BORING!

OF TS RESOURLES, OR EVEN KNOW WHAT TS

RESOURLES WeRE!

IF You ASk PEOPLE To STORE, RECALL AND
PROCESS LOTS OF NUMBERS, MOST
&IVE UP OR THEIR BRAINS
SWIiTCH OFF ALTOGETHER!
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ABBH... ALL THOSE IT WAS THEIR iDEA To WRITE DOWN ONE SET OF SIGNS REPRESENTED

LT TLE DooDLES INFORMATION BY IMPRINTING SI&NS ONTD CLAY NUMBERS, WiTH SIENS FOR 4, 0,
GOVERNING THE WORLD TABLETS. EXTRAORDINARY, REALLY—PROBLEMS 60, 600, 3,600 AND 36,000.
AND MAKING US FOLLOW THAT HUMAN BRAIN CELLS COULON'T HANDLE You $6€, THE SUMERIAN NUMBERING
LAWS... IT ALL STARTED WERE SOLVED WiTH WHAT AMOUNTED To LUMPS SYSTEM WAS A COMBINATION
WITH THOSE SUMERIAN, of mup! OF BASE 6 AND BASE 10.

ERM, GEEkS,

= ;7’.'224\\ ;

WELL, NOT AS STRANGE
AS YoU MIGHT THINK...
THEIR BASE-6 SYSTEM HAS
LEFT US SoME IMPORTANT
LESACIES: HOURS ARE DiviDeD
INTO 60 MINUTES AND

THE OTHER ST
OF SIGNS REPRESENTED
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, G00DS,
LAND AND DAYS...
ANYTHING THAT
CAN BE COUNTED,




Me? I'M... I'M NoT DoiNG EXCVSE MET WATT A MINUTE.... WHAT HAVE
&'mm&, OFFiCER.... |1 bone WRONG?!

I'm TELLING YoU, YoU HAVE
BROKEN MUNICIPAL LAW
NUMBER C-22/83CH

Yes, You Arel You've
BROKEN MUNICIPAL LAW
NUMBER C-22/BICF!

NUMBER C-22 B WHAT Now7

: HERE CAN WE 6ET
WHAT ON EARTH IS THATTT7 w . 4

COPY OF FORM &-64,
oFFicer?

IF You WANT AN
OFFICIAL EXPLANATION,
PLEASE FiLL ovT
FORM &-64.

AT THe ==

THREE
CoPiES of iT!

-

Come oN, I'LL TAKE You
To THE CENTRAL OFFICE,
I'M vSeD To THIS SORT
OF PROCEDURE....

LeT'S HAVE
e A LOOK AT THiS.

OH, MY GOODNESS, WHAT "
A A IT'S Too SooN
&iﬁ# HAPPENINGT o F, é
/ /
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EXCUSE ME, Do You kNOW WHERE THE [ n | I THINK IT MUST BE
THIS WAY....

INFORMATION DESK 1S, PLEASET

THEY'LL BE ABLE To TELL
| \ You oN THE THIRD FLOOR....

THAT'S 0D, I THINK WERE

ALREADY ON THE FOURTH FLOOR,
ARENT WeT
TAKE THE SECOND
STAIRCASE ON THE RIGHT
AND 60 ALL THE WAY UP To
THE THIRD FLOOR.

No, THIS ISN'T
iT EiTHER....
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You S€€, THAT'S PROOF oF
MY ASSETS.... IT SAYS:
& TOTAL OF 135,000 POUNDS
OF BARLEY WAS ReCeVED
OVER 3% MONTHS."

THAT'S INCREDIBLE, KUSHIM! You
MAY BE THE VERY FIRST HUMAN
BEING WHOSE NAME We KNOW!

&RPINS, T MAY

MoST ofF THE NAMES WE USE FoR
ANCIENT PEOPLE AND PLACES
WERE ACTUALLY INTRODUCED IV
MODERN TiMES.

144

WE HAVE NO DEA WHAT SORT
OF NAMES THE NEANDERTHALS
HAD, FOR EXAMPLE.... MAYBE THE
STADEL CAVE WAS REALLY CALLED
OB-LA=DI 0B-LA-DA, AND &OBEKLI
TEPE WAS KNOWN AS GABBA
GABBA HeY!




OUR KHIPUS WERE SO EFFICIENT AND
ACCURATE THAT WHEN THE SPANIARDS
INVADED OUR EMPIRE, THEY USED OUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE KHIPUS TO RUN
THEIR OCCUPIED TERRITORIES.

THE PROBLEM WAS THE FOOLS DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO MAKE KHIPUS, OR ‘\/\ﬂ
EVEN HOW T READ THem! THEY NGEDED US AND—TO BE HONEST—WE LN

KitD OF TieD THEM iN KNOTS.... TUST SOMETIMES WED, ERM, MSLEAD =

THEM AND CHEAT THEM, HA! HAl

.‘.!!‘i.\ |

WHEN THE INVADERS REALTZED THIS, THEY TRASHED OUR KHIPUS
AND STARTED USING EUROPEAN WRITING INSTEAD.
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WRITING SYSTEMS SPREAD FAR AND
WiDE FROM THESE INITIAL HUBS.
THEY EVOLVED AND CHANGED.

PEOPLE STARTED WRITiNG POETRY,
HISTORY BOOKS, NOVELS, PLAYS,
PROPHECIES—EVEN RELIPE BOOKS!

BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THE GREEK ILIAD, THE HINDU MAHABHARATA, THEY WERE PASSED
FUNCTION OF WRITING REMAINED THE BUDDHIST TIPITAKA AND THE HEBREW ON ORALLY FOR MANY
STORING BORING NUMBERS. BIBLE ALL STARTED 0UT AS SPOKEN WORKS. SENERATIONS AND WoULD

HAVE LIVED ON BVEN iF
WRITING HAD NeVeR BeeN
INVENTED.

BUT WiTHOUT WRITING
We'D NEVER HAVE AN
ELABORATE FisSCAL
sysTem!




WE DON'T HANDLE ANY C ISSUES HERE, You Need
COUNTER $25 ON THE FOURTH FLOOR FOR THAT.
NOW COULD YOU MAKE WAY FOR THIS 6ENTLEMAN,

HE WAS HERE BEFORE YoUu.

UM, YES, YeS,
OF COURSE...
MY APOLOGIES.

TAKE THE SECOND STAIRCASE ON THE LEFT, THEN TURN
RIGHT, THEN LEFT. THEN ASKk SOMEONE ELSE THE WAY
FROM THERE....

WHAT A CHARMING, HELPFUL \WOMAN,
SHE'S SAveD US Precious Time! cood!
BUT WHAT WAS I SAYiNGT
N qu
OH, YeS! AS THE NUMBER OF
TEXTS MULTIPLIED, A NEW PROBLEM
APPEARED... ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVES
REALHED &16ANTIC PROPORTIONS!

so Hoyl CoULD ANYONE FiND
THE INFORMATION THEY

LM

3

g

|

THE INFORMATION STORED
iN A HUMAN BRAIN i§ €ASY
To RETRIEVE. THOUGH DUR
BRAINS STORE BilLiONS
OF BiTS OF INFORMATION,
WE CAN ALMOST INSTANTLY
RELALL THE CAPITAL OF IRAQ
AND IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARD
REMEMBER OUR FIRST KiSS.

WERE REALLY G0ING TO MISS

THIS Film....

We DoN'T ¥es,
KNOW How THAT'S STiLL
THE BRAIN A MYSTERY.

Does IT.




0ol MORNING, MR., ERM, LAND FOLLOW ME... WHAT STREET HARMONY, HARMONY...
RE&ISTRY PeRSON. I'D Like To See Do You LiVE ON, LANEST iN DISTRICT 3, RiGHT?
THE TABLET THAT SHOWS THe

Wy

Wi 1y -
i \_\}M\‘ 0

i

I'M SORRY, WE HAVEN'T INVENTED
ARLHIVING YET.... WE HIRED THESE
TWo &UYS To iIMPROVE THE SYSTeM,
BUT S0 FAR THEY HAVEN'T COME VP

A4

WITH ANYTHING USEFUL.... 7

=

A il -{'._

50 NOW... BRi ¥ SAY, THE CITY'S REALLY
CHANGED.... DO YOU REMEMBER
THE WAY HOME?
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MANY CULTURES INVENTED WRITING SYSTEMS.
COMING UP WITH WAYS OF ok - WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT THE SUMERIANS,
HANDLING WRITTEN MATERIAL EGYPTIANS, CHINESE AND INCA WAS THAT THeY
DEFINITELY PROVED A LOT DEVELOPED NOT ONLY WRITING SYSTEMS...
HARDER THAN INVENTING
WRITING!

BUREAULRALY WAS A NEW WAY
OF THINKING. IT CAN PROCESS
DATA iN A VERY DIFFERENT WAY
To THE HUMAN BRAIN!

IN OUR BRAINS, ALL THE
INFORMATION 1S FREELY
ASSOCIATED.

S0, FOR EXAMPLE, THIS OFFICIAL HERE REMINDS ME OF THE
ADVISER WHO HANDLES MY MORTEAGE... WHILH I SIGNED THE
DAY I MET MILENA. I WoNDER iF SHELL AGREE TO MARRY
ME7 OH, MY DARLING MILENA... THAT WOULD CERTAINLY HELP
MY TAX RETURN PROBLEMS. BUT Will THE FELLOWS AT THE
TAX OFFICE 6IVE ME MY TAX CUTT THEYD BETTER; iF NoT
TLL TAKE THEM TO COURT! ACTUALLY, THE COURTHOUSE
1S BEING OVERHAULED AT THE MOMENT. NEW CURTAINS
AND EVERYTHING. ORANGE ONES. BUT IM NOT VERY keeN
ON ORANGES. TOO SOUR... UM, WHAT WERE WE SAYINGT




OVER THE CENTURIES, METHODS OF BUREAUCRATIC
DATA PROCESSING GREW EVER MORE DIFFERENT FROM
THE WAY HUMANS NATURALLY THINK—AND ever
MORE IMPORTANT, OF COURSE....

ONE PARTICULARLY MOMENTOUS SHIFT BEGAN SoMe TiMe
BEFORE THE NINTH CENTURY CE, WHEN A NeW SCRIPT
WAS INVENTED—A WONDER SCRIPT THAT CouLd SToRE AND
PROCESS MATHEMATICAL DATA MORE EFFICIENTLY THAN
ANYTHING THAT HAD COME BEFORE.

WERE iN LUCK,
THERE'S ONLY ONE
PERSON AHEAD
of us!

S~

ABOUT TIME
Too!

oH! Look! ISN'T THAT THE ONE WE
NeeD, over THeRe!

TYPE OF SYMBOLS...

50, THIS WRITING I WAS TALKING ABOUT WAS INCREDIBLY SIMPLE. IT
WAS EVEN SIMPLER THAN KUSHIM'S SCRIPT. IT COULDN'T BE USED To
WRITE HISTORY, POETRY, LOOKERY BOOKS OR LAWS. IT HAD ONLY oNE




PRAZJKY

ONTV1at8 pm |
SERIES *kk

THE NUMBER GOLEM
The servant that enslaved
its masters!

Recap of season 1
Its language is made up of just ten little

signs but it has mesmerized humans the

world over! Whether they speak Arabic,
Hindi, English or Norwegian, almost all
countries, businesses and organizations
have turned to Number Golem to record
and process their data!

ONTV2at9 pm |
ENTERTAINMENT Yok

ON NERDFIX at 10 pm |
SERIES ik

THE PRISONERS OF 01

The chart-topping Prisoners of Ofis the

science fiction hit that's making waves!
Imagine a world where computers have
overtaken humans in the very field that
allowed Homo Sapiens to become mas-
ters of the world: Intelligence and com-
munication!

HUMANS OF ALL NATIONS, I AM YOUR ( capnent

NOT WiTHOUT Some DIFFICULTY, Hal HA!...

$o, Do You HAvE
ANY HOBBIES,
PROFESSOR €INSTEINT

It all started in the Euphrates Valley 5,000
years ago when Sumerian geeks out-
sourced data-processing from the human
brain to clay tablets. In a mysterious village
in Silicon Valley, this process reaches its
peak thanks to a far more elaborate type
of tablet.
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T CAN STORE, COMMUNILATE

/ AND PROCESS ANY AMOUNT OF

INFORMATION AT LIGHTINING

SPEED—ON CONDITION THAT

You TRANSLATE T iNTo
NUMBERS]

OBVIOUSLY, IT'S A LITTLE
DIFFICULT WiTH A
BANDAGE..

Humans can no longer make sense of
their world. Like Bill and Cindy, they've
become prisoners of CLOUD_01, a new
world leader, a monstrous cloud made
up of an incalculable succession of zeros
and ones!




HeLLo, SIR, I WAS GIVEN THIS FiNe,
BUT THE OFFiCER DIDN'T TelLL Mg
WHAT FoR, AND...

LET'S HAVE

YoU'RE IN LUCK, MiISTER! T See THAT
A NEW R-A4B JUST CAME THROUGH.
YoU SHOULDN'T HAVE TROVBLED
YOURSELF. S0 You DoN'T NeeD To
WORRY ABOUT THIS ANYMORE.

c.. excose mel? |

EVERYTHING'S
iN ORDER. HAVE
A Nice DaY.

HMM... WHAT YoUu HAVE HERE iS A STUB
FROM A C-22/BFCH....

IF You WANT To iSSUE A
COMPLAINT, 60 To DeESK
P2 AND FiLL OUT A W IN
puPLICATE!

IT'S NoT Like iT'S
COMPLICATED OR
ANYTHING..

JUST FORGET iT, UNCLE YUVAL.
WE'LL MiSS OUR MoViE iF
WE DON'T 60 NOW.
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WRITING. HYPERINTELLI

CONTROL OF THEIR CREATION—
INARY MONSTERS,

BUT THE LONG LINES OF CODE HAVE

o

OrHOHOHDOHOHOH

IT'S SET iN A TIME WHEN HUMANS
REALIZE THAT THEY'RE LOSING
COMPUTERS ARE ABOUT TO TAKE
OVER THE WORLD, HUMANS TRY To

STOP THeSe B

OHMOMOOHMOHOMO

HOHMONOOHONMOHOOr

N
1
oc
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T

OTHER IDEAS AND WIPE OUT ALMOST

THE ENTIRE HUMAN RACE....

TWILIGHT OF THE SAPIENS
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WELL, WelL,
PETECTIVE, You STiLL vp7
IT'S THREE AM....

You Seem To kNowW

EVERY THING PBOUT MEl ... T
JUST THINK WE 6AVE UP ON
THIS CASE A LiliTTLE Too
QUICKLY....

IWAS
WONDERING.....
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YoU KNOW EXACTLY WHAT I'M SAYING. WHAT THESE IMAGINED ORDERS POESN'T MATTER WHAT
MOSTLY DID iS 6ivE POWER AND A TRUCKLOAD OF PRIVILEGE TO THE SELENA THINKS, RIGHT NOW
6UYS AT THE TOP OF THE HEAP! AND DUMPED DISCRIMINATION AND 'S PeTeCTIVE LoPez
TALKING, okT

OPPRESSION ON THE SAPS AT THE BoTToMm!

You THINK So,
seLena’

SO, EXHIBIT A HAMMURABI'S CODE, WHICH SET VP THiS
HIERARCHY WiTH NOBLEMEN, COMMONERS AND SLAVES—
WOULD You SAY THAT WAS FAIRT

0K, S0 THAT'S HOW YoU WANNA
PLAY iT.... LET'S JuMP To

A6 AND TALK ABOUT THE
INEQUALITIES ESTARLISHED BY
THE IMAGINED ORDER IN THE

THAT WAS MORE THAN us, HoH?

3700 YEARS p6O....

I CAN'T HELP T IF THE FICTIONS USED BY SAPIENS AREN'T ! AND DON'T You &0 OFF RADAR,
ALL THAT FAIR.... I'M AMAZED BY THEIR INVENTIONS, j MAKE SURE T CAN 6€T AHOLD OF YA.

BUT IT'S UP TO THEM WHICH STORIES THEY CREATE AND S I'M GONNA BE NERDING
BELIEVE.... You SOME MORE....

I WisH I
CouLD BELIEVE You, bog, BUT iT'S
MY JoB To BE SUSPICIOUS AND
INVESTIEATE.... T WONDER [F You
couLd Do MORE THAN JUST BE
AMAZED....

No PROBLEM,
DETECTIVE.
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ALSO SANCTIONED THE
HIERARCHY BETWEEN
RiCH AND POOR.

AMERICANS SEE NOTHING

THE AMERICAN ORDER i WEALTHY PARENTS TEND To PASS ON THEIR MONEY AND
BUSINESSES TO THEIR CHILDREN, AND To THIS DAY, MANY

SHOCKING pBOUT THE RESULTING

THE FACT THAT PoOR KiDS

&ET WORSE EDUCATION, o

if Ti
VoS AT 2D AS THEIR RICH PEERS.
FAR FEWER OPPORTUNITIES
iN LiFE SEemMS PERFECTLY

THESE KIDS MAY BE JUST AS
TALENTED AND HARDWORKING

~BUT THEY APPARENTLY HAVEN'T
WORKED HARD ENOUGH TO ALQUIRE
RICH PARENTS.

SOME AMERICANS CLING TO THE iDEA THAT
THE HIERARLHY OF WEALTH WAS SANCTIFIED BY &oD...

. MHILE OTHERS SEE T AS AN EXPRESSION OF THE IMMUTABLE
LG OF NATURE, AS IF CORPORATE LAVS AND TAX EXEMPTIONS
ARE CODED IN HUMAN DA,
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- M=sir-— e
WE ve MRNED !N THE = s
AITH-CENTURY SLAVE OWNERS : .-—-—-———'“-—" &
HAD EXCUSES ALL THEIR OWN.... WTH CENTURY, MAAM. _A.----ji Lt =

AND WHAT CAN I Do
FOR YOU, UM...
peTecTive?

YOUR QUESTION SURE DOES SOUND SiMPLE
To Mg, WOULDN'T You SAY So, PASTOR?

AND I HAVE ONE
VERY SIMPLE
QUESTION:

QUITE SIMPLY BECAUSE
THE 600D LORD ORDAINED

&00D AFTERNOON, MISS
OHARA. TUST CALL ME

N a T |
— PETECTVE, THATLL BE FINE T THAT WAy
-\_\_
BUT PERHAPS You HAVEN'T WHENGVER iN DOUBT, THE 600D Bo0K POCTOR FLEMING SCIENCE CONCURS WiTH
READ YOUR BIBLE, PROVIDES US WITH ALL THE ANSWERS WE YOU ARE A MAN’ THE &00oD BOOK.... YoU
NEED. JUST READ &ENESIS, CHAPTER 9, OF SCIGNCE. NEED ONLY READ THE

peTeCTIVET
_ VERSE 25. BRILLIANT RACE SCIENTIST
DE cOBINEAV ON THE

SUPERIORITY DF THe VlHlT'G

WHAT SAY You?

PRTHIR DE cOBINEA'S THE MORAL AD INTELLECTUNL IVERSITY oF RACES VBSE)




DON'T TROUBLE YOURSELF. AS OUR LEARNED MEN OF SCIENCE GATHER
FURTHER PROOF, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RACES Will BELOME
MORE AND MORE OBVIOUS TO EVERYONE... EVEN You,

I AIN'T SO SURE oF THAT! You
KNOW WHAT THEY SAY, MiSS
OHARA.... PFTER ALL, TOMORROW

1S ANOTHER DAY....

) o

y
L) S

{

S ok THANK You... THAT'LL
N\ Be Al

WELL, WHAT
MORE IS THERE TO SAY,
mR. BuTLERT
THE SCIENTIFIC
EVIDENCE 1S SIMPLY
OVERWHELMING.

My ASS! IF THeSE PeoPle
WERE SCIENTISTS, THEN
I'M AN OPERA SiNGeR!

SCIENTIFIC
EVIDENCE...




MANY CIVILTIZATIONS HAD SiMILAR STORIES. ACLORDING TO
CHINESE MY THOLOGY, IT WAS THE GoDDESS NIWA WHo CREATED
HUMANS FROM EARTH. SHE APPARSNTLY USED HANDSOME
YELLOW CLAY TO MAKE ARISTOCRATS AND BROWN DIRT TO
MAKE EVERYONE ELSE.

..LIKE ALL THESE MY THS,
THE STORY OF THE
PURUSHA ISN'T SCIENTIFIC,
To PUT iT MILDLY. WE Now
KNOW THAT, WHEREAS
THE SUN AND THE MoON
ARE ABOUT 4.5 BilLioN
YEARS ol...

178

WHAT THE HELL ARE
You DoiNg; MARLOWET

Hey, MARLOWE] I \WAS LISTENING
To PROFESSOR HARARI!

... THE DiFFERENCES
BETWEEN HINDU CASTES
60 BACK NO MORE
THAN 3,000 YEARS. THE
CASTE HIERARCHY HAS
NOTHING To Do WiTH
DIVINE CREATION OR
THE LAVWS OF NATURE.
IT'S INVENTED HUMAN
LAWS THAT MADE Some
PEOPLE MASTERS AND
OTHERS SERVANTS.




YERH, YEAH, SO YOU'RE HUNGRY...
GIMME A BREPK, KITTY CAT!

DiD You HEAR THAT,
MARLOWET SoME OF
THE STUFF PeofLE
BeLieve i$ JUST So

DARN TT! Someone's
CALLING ME....

THE LONG ¢0ODBYE

You HEARD ME ON THE
TANICE YOUNE SHOW, CHIEFT

LoPez! WHAT THE HeLL WERE You THINKING
TALKING ABOUT SUCH A SENSITIVE CASE
oN NATIONAL TVT!

an |
U
& THE WHoLE
GODDAMN WORLD
ﬁ HEPRD YoU.
. CoMe Seeg Me
iN MY OFFice
E RIGHT AWAY,
peTecTivel
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MORE OF THE SAME, I'M HeRre

I'M YOUR SUPERIOR OFFICER AND X
I eXPECT You To oBeY Me! To DEFEND 4‘; CLIENT.... HOW
UNPERSTANDT!T THE CHAIN OF ABOUT YoU'!

CoMMAND, LoPez!

ADAMSKI, WELL, WHAT
D'yA kNowW! HOW'S
THINGST

' THE THI 0 H " .
SEIIHARD 5 TI THALE (N WA e SURE, SOME HIERARLHIES ARE CLEARLY WRONG.

DROP THIS CASE.... I'M GUESSING POCTOR T UNDERSTAND HOW - .
- z 4 2 I AM NOT A RACIST, YoU KNOW. I DON'T eveN
FICTION HAS FRIENDS iN VERY HiGH You FeeL, PETECTIVE. s:e makwﬂiﬂl—f! ‘BLACKT IT'S ALL THE
BUT THEN AGAIN, T SHOULD SAME TO ME.

TeLL You THAT YoUR B0SS iSN'T
ALTOSETHER WRONG WHEN HE
SAYS THAT HIERARLHIES PLAY AN
ESSENTIAL ROLE....

..DIFFERENT PeoPLE ARE BOUND TO HAVE DIFFERENT ABILITIES, SO THEY REACH
DIFFERENT RUNGS ON THE SOCIAL LADDER AND GET DIFFERENT PERKS. IT'S TOTALLY
NATURAL.
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IT WAS 600D To SEE YoU AGAIN, DETECTIVE. AS FOR YOUR
DOUBTS ABOUT POCTOR FICTION, I LAN ONLY ENCOURAGE YoU
To LISTEN To YOUR SUPERIORS AND DROP THIS PARTICULAR
CASE....

YEAH, RIGHT... THANKS
ALL THE SAME,

I CAN'T DROP iT. DOCTOR FICTION
MAY Fool. THE COMMISSIONER AND
ADAMSKI AND ALL THE OTHERS, BUT
I WoN'T BE FooleD ANY LONGER....

f(¥=

1|

1

L
SAY, THe BoSS Jeez... TALK ABouT HA, OF COURSE HE'S LEAVING
is LepvinG A BOOMER CAR! e e ’
ALREADY.... 'S SeVeN PM. ALREADY....

IT'S TUMBLEWEED CiTY HERE.... HOW 'BOUT I
TRACK DOWN THE FiLE IN THE ARCHIVES....

I
il
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[ L X Z =

ADAMSK] DOESN'T KNOW THIS HIMSELF, THEY
WERE SEPARATED AT BIRTH, A MIX-UP WiTH
WRIST TAGS.

N A S
i

—am

ADAMSKI'S BROTHER HAD A RAW DEAL, TRAILING FROM
ONE ORPHANAGE To ANOTHER. HIS FOSTER FAMILY

DiD BASICALLY NOTHING To HELP Him, HiS SCHOOLING
WAS... LET'S SAY CHAOTIC...

ZT LI TSy,

| =

= ‘_
|v.. AL
NG

...AND HiS MOST Secure, BEST-PAID Tob BOILED
DOWN To THS....

THE ADAMSK] YOU KNOW GREW UP iN A TOTALLY
DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENT. HIS PARENTS WERE SUPER-
RICH. HE WAS RAISED WITH A SILVER SPOON iN HIS
MOUTH AND WAS LAVISHED WiTH THE MOST eXPensSive
PRIVATE EDUCATION.

HE 6REW UP TO BE A BRILLIANT LAWYER WHO
HANDLES THE BIG&EST CASES.
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Ok, I &EDDIT. SO THEY HAVE THE SAME GENES BUT
HAD DIFFERENT OPPORTUNITIES... AND FiCTIONAL
STORIES DETERMINE WHO GETS WHICH OPPORTUNITIES.

Al HERE WE pRE!




CoME ON OVER,

< THANKS, BUT I DON'T THiS 1S NO ORDINARY PROGRAM.
SIT down!

HAVE TIME To HANG oUT THESE IMAGES ARE FROM
WATCHING TV AND EATING SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS
Pizzal AROUND THE WORLD.

oH, ok! You JUST WANNA SHOW
ME HOW YOU SPY ON ME,
iS THAT YourR 6ame?

JUST WATCH, You'tL
€T THE PICTURE,
WHEN You PRESS

THE REWIND BUTTON,
You CAN SEE

SVERY THING THAT
HAPPENED, WAY BACK
To THE DISTANT
PAST....

IT'S A GREAT WAY TO UNDERSTAND HUMAN HISTORY,

RIGHT 7 JW—/

PO You HAVE IMAGES OF ANCIENT THOVGHT... No 60DS
INDIAT COULD WE SOMEHOW SLICING UP A GIANT
REWIND TO WHEN THE CASTE PURUSHA. MORE LIKE A
BUNCH OF HUMANS SLICING

SYSTEM FIRST STARTEDT
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I'M So SORRY.... YOUR PARENTS $O YOU TOO MUST BE A SERVANT

BUT I DON'T WANT

RS SERVANTS, AREN'T THey7 i
Al A A WHEN YOU 6ROW UP. THIS CLASS To BE A SEAVANT NoBoDY
iS NOT FOR You. = / CARES \WHAT
Like MY PARENTS! Y00 WANT.
I WANT To Be WANT.
A prigsT! SERVANTS CANNOT

BELOME PRIESTS.

—

BUT WATCH, THERE'S MORE. TO PLAY UP THE

BECAUSE THE 60DS SAID So. THE 60DS MADE . - .
s 3 = IMPRESSION THAT SERVANTS AND PRIESTS WERE
PRIESTS DIFFERENT FROM SERVANTS, AND THINGS COMPLETELY DIFFERENT ENTITIES, THEY MADE

THAT THE: 6005 K"’;";':sg M’f;': FEORLE SHoUL EACH CASTE WEPR DIFFERENT CLOTHES, LIVE iN
ARATE, DIFFERENT NEIGHBORHOODS AND AVOTD DOING THINGS
TOGETHER....

BUT THAT'S

NoT e THE BASIC
BEST LING OF PRINCIPLE OF
ARGUMENT T THE CaSTE
GVER HEARD... phiaig
NOW LISTEN TO you Wil PLAY ONLY wWith VERY 600D! AND MAKE SURE YoU TALK To THEM
THIS BRAHMIN FAMILY.... BRAHMIN KiDS, NEVER WITH AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE. P«ND/ IF I eVer CATCH You
THOSE FiLTHY SUDRAS, Do You EATING WiTH THem, THERELL BE TRoUBLE!

UNDERSTANDT

IT'S NUTS....
AND NONE
OF THESE
KIDS ever
QUESTIONED
ALL THIS?
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NOTHING HAPPENS -..THE CASTE SYSTEM iS AN
BY Mere ETERNAL COSMIC REALITY....
CHANCE....

THE GUYS WHO CLAMBERED To THE TOP OF THE PYRAMID WouLD
NEVER ADMIT THAT THEIR PRIVILEGED STATUS WAS THE ReSULT
OF SOME RANDOM HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT, LIKE A WAR.

TO KEEP THE SYSTeM STABLE AND PREVENT DIFFERENT PIOUS HINDUS WERE TAUGHT THAT CLOSE CONTACT WiTH
CASTES FROM MIXING, A MAGICAL INGREDIENT WAS ADDED SOMEONE OF A DIFFERENT CASTE COULD POLLUTE THEM

To THE SOCIAL RECIPE: THE CONCEPT OF PURITY AND PERSONALLY, AND GENERAL MIXING OF CASTES WOULD MAKE
PoLLUTIoN THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY iMPURE.

N,

(TARAR YT




IN INDiA, THE LiNK BETWEEN CASTE AND PURITY
BECAME SO DEEPLY EMBEDDED THAT PEOPLE BELIEVED
iN T FoR CENTURIES.

\\;
THAT'S EXACTLY THE vl

PROBLEM WiTH YOUR
SToRi€S, boc!

THEY'RE NOT MY STORIES, SELENA.
DON'T SHOOT THE MESSENGER!

IT WAS PEOPLE WHO CAME LP
WiTH THE SPECIFIC STORY
OF CASTE, AND THEN kePT
ELABORATING ON TT....

OVER TIME, HINDUS DEFINED MORE AND MORE CASTES, SUB-CASTES
AND SUBSUB-CASTES. EVENTUALLY, THERE WERE, LIKE, 3,000

OF THESE GROUPINGS! THESE WERE CALLED TATI, WHICH, IF You
TRANSLATE T LITERALLY, MEANS “BIRTH.”

A PERSON'S TATI DETERMINED THEIR JOB, WHAT THeY
COULD EAT, WHERE THEY LIVED AND WHO THEY CouLD

BUT ALL THAT DIVERSITY DIDN'T CHANGE THE
MAIN PRINCIPLE OF THE SYSTEM. EVERY PERSON
WAS BORN INTO A PARTICULAR TATI, AND
BREACHING THE RULES OF YOUR TATI WouLD
POLLUTE You AND THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY.

TUST LiKE LIONMAN SAID, YoU COULD USUALLY
MARRY ONLY SOMEONE IN YOUR OWN CASTE, AND
YOUR KiDS iNHERITED THE SAME STATUS.
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HMM... HOW COME AFRICANS
WERE USED AS SLAVES?

I MEAN, WHY NOT EUROPEANS
OR ASIANST

N

So THERE ARE THREE
REASONS. FIRST OF AlL, AFRICA
WAS CLOSER—IT WAS CHEAPER
To IMPORT SLAVES FROM

SENESAL THAN, SAY, VIETNAM.

AND THIRD, PLANTATIONS IN PLACES LIKE VIRGINIA, TAMAICA AND BRAZIL ALL HAD OUTBREAKS OF MALARIA AND YELLOW FEVER,
WHICH CAME ORIGINALLY FROM AFRILA. OVER MANY GENERATIONS AFRICANS HAD BUILT UP PARTIAL IMMUNITY To THESE
TROPILAL DISEASES WHILE DEFENSELESS EUROPEANS DIED iN THE THOUSANDS.

SECOND, THERE WAS ALREADY A Well-
ESTABLISHED SLAVE TRADE IN AFRICA,
EXPORTING SLAVES MAINLY TO THE MIDILE
EAST. SLAVERY WAS RARE IN EUROPE... AND iT
WAS EASIER TO BUY SLAVES iN AN eXISTING
MARKET THAN TO START FROM SCRATCH.

IT MADE WAY MORE SENSE FOR A PLANTATION OWNER TO INVEST iN
AN IMMUNTZED AFRICAN SLAVE THAN A EUROPEAN SLAVE WHO MIGHT
SooN DiE.

0K... S0 YoU'RE TELLING
ME AFRICANS WERE, Like,
BIOLOGICALLY SUPERIOR, BUT
THAT'S EXACTLY WHY THEY ENDED
UP AT THE BOTTOM OF THE
SociAL LADDERT!
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7 EXACTLY RIGHT...
AFRICANS WERE MORE
ADAPTED To TROPICAL
CLIMATES THAN
EUROPEANS AND THAT'S
WHY THEY ENDED UP AS
SLAVES TO EUROPEAN
MASTERS!




THESE
MY THS WeRe
ORIGINALLY
INVENTED
T JUSTIFY
SLAVERY.

AROUND 4800, SLAVERY 6RADVALLY
STARTED DISAPPEARING. SLAVES N
HAIT1 STAGED A SUCLESSAUL REVOLT,
WHILE EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN
ABOLITIONISTS HELPED oUTLAW
SLAVERY, AND STOP THE ATLANTIC

SLAVE TRADE....

CONTINENT.

OVER THE NEXT CLENTURY,
SLAVERY WAS GRADVALLY
ABOLISHED ACROSS ALL

OF THE AMERICAN

BUT THE €ND OF
SLAVERY DIDN'T MEAN
THE enD of ALL THoSE
RACIST MY THS.

You BET IT DiDN'T....

I CAN TELL You A THING
OR TWo ABOUT THAT....
WOULD You PASS THE
REMOTE....

JUST Look AT
ALL THS CRAP...

— ‘ MONTEOMERY 4855 | i N\
c X ST

- (_,_—-»)«-——-——W(C:"‘

e

YES... $0 THE HISTORICAL PHENOMENON THAT
GENERATED THESE RACIST MY THS—I MEAN
SLAVERY—MAY HAVE ENDED...

. BUT THE MY THS LiveDd
ON AND EVEN DeveLoPED
FURTHeER....

o —

THAT'S THE ViCiouS CIRCLE T
WAS TALKING ABOUT....

WAIT... WHAT ARE
You even DoiNgTT?

I'M TRYING TO EXPLAIN WHAT
HAPPENED. COME ON OVER HERE,
WE NEeD To 60 BACK iN TIME TO

UNDERSTAND.... ————
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THIS BLACK TEENAGER BORN IN ATLANTA iN
ABE5 HAD WAY LESS CHANCE OF GETTING A 600D
EDUCATION AND FiNDING WELL-PAID WORK THAN A
WHITE BOY THE SAME A&E.

T

A GENERATION LATER, THE BLACK &UY WITH THE
MEAGER SALARY COULDN'T AFFORD To SEND HiS KiDS TO A
DELENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, WHILE THE WHITE 6UY'S
KiDS WENT ALL THE WAY TO COLLEGE.

ok, boc... BUT
SURELY THE
DiFFeRENCE
WASN'T TUST

BESIDES, THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND HUGE WANVES OF
IMMIERATION MADE THE STATES A SUPER-FLUID SoCieTY, So ANY oLD
RAGS COULD TURN INTO A MIGHTY FiNE THREE-FIELE SUIT....

IF MONEY WERE THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERED, THE
DIVIDE BETWEEN THE RACES WoULD SOON HAVE BEEN
ERASED....

BUT THAT AIN'T WHAT
HAPPENED AT All....

IF You ASk M€, I THINK DEMOCRALY IS FINE
I MEAN DEMOLRALY WITHOUT THE COLOR LING
UNCLE SAM SAYS, "WE'LL LIVE THE AMERICAN WAY"
LET'S 66T TOGETHER AND Kill TiM CROW ToDAY"

ABSOLUTELY NOT... EVEN AFTER SLAVERY
WAS ABOLISHED, LONGSTANDING RACIST
MYTHS MADE A LOT OF PEOPLE BELIEVE
TERRIBLE THINGS—FOR EXAMPLE, THAT
BLACK PEOPLE WERE STUPID, VIOLENT,

HA, YEAH... BASICALLY, SoCiAL
POLLUTANTS...

“TOSH WHITE GRANDPA
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THE VICioUS CIRCLE DIDN'T STOP THERE. AS RACIST MY THS
6REW STRONGER, WHITES FELT THE NeeD To CREATE
NEW RULES TO KEEP BLACK PEOPLE IN THEIR PLACE
AND PROTECT WHITE SOCIETY FROM THE SUPPOSEDLY
POLLUTING EFFECTS OF RACE MIXTURE.

THIS NEW REGIME OF RACIAL SEGREGATION WAS
KNOWN AS THE "TiM CROW LAWS,” AFTER THE
FICTITIOUS CHARACTER TiM CROW, WHO eMBODIED
RACIST STEREOT YPES ABOUT BLACK PEOPLE,

el
(COLORED |

THESE LAWS WERE TUSTIFIED BY RACIST MY THS—AND i BLACK PEOPLE WERE BANNED FROM VOTING.
TURN STRENGTHENED THOSE MY THS.

THEY'RE pLL
IGNORANT AND
IMMORAL, QUITE
INCAPABLE

OF VOTING
INTELLIGENTLY!

BLACK CHILDREN \WERE BANNED FROM WHITE SCHOOLS.

THEY'LL PASS ON .
OH Y, No, FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS AND WE SURe DoN'T
PITY'S Spkel DISGUSTING INFLUENCES NEED THIBVES oN

T0 OUR CHiLDREN! OUR PREMISES!
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AS TiME PASSED, THINGS 60T WORSE RATHER THAN BETTER.
INSTEAD OF RACIAL DIFFERENCES BEING GRADUALLY WASHED
AWAY, THEY BECLAME ENTRENCHED.

TR ]

onLy!

THE MY THS SPAWNED

LAV, AND THE LAWS

PROPAGATED MORE
MY THS.

IN 858 A BLACK STUDENT
TRIED TO ENROLL AT THIS
UNIVERSITY.

LET Me 6ol T JusT
WANT To STUDY Here!

o 2

LOCK HiM UP IN A MENTAL
ASYLUM! A BLACK MAN MUST
SURELY BE INSANE TO THINK
HE COULD ENROLL AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSiPPI....




0k, DoC, I'VE SEEN ENOVGH,
THIS iS SERIOUSLY DEPRESSING....

\_/\_é—j S0, TO SUMMARIZE, IT ALL

STARTED WITH A CHANCE
e HISTORICAL GVENT...

i

WHICH LED TO SLAVERY

A VICIOUS CIRCLE LiKE THAT CAN LAST FOR
CENTURIES OR GVEN MILLENNIA, LONG AFTER
PEOPLE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE RANDOM

HISTORICAL BVENT THAT STARTED IT ALL.

WHICH RESULTED iN
RACIST MYTHS AND
DISCRIMINATORY LAWS

I

WHICH TRAPPED BLACK
PEOPLE iN POVERTY
AND DENIED THEM A

600D EDUCATION

1

WHiCH FUELED
MORE PRETUDICE

_AND MoRE
DISCRIMINATION
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PROFESSOR SARASWATI, TELL ME
HONESTLY, WHAT Do You THiNK
ABOUT ALL THIS HIERARCHY
BUSINESST HOW DO YoU AS A
BIDLOGIST EXPLAIN SoCiAL
HiERARLHIEST

WELL, T DEPENDS ON THE HIERARCHIES. IN BEES,
THERE'S A SIMPLE BIOLOGILAL EXPLANATION FOR
THE HIERARLHY BETWEEN QUEEN BEES AND
WORKER BEES. THEY HAVE DIFFERENT BODIES AND
BRAINS.

BUT iN HUMANS T'S
NOTHING LIKE THAT....
BRAHMINS DON'T HAVE
BIGEER BRAINS THAN

AND HUMANS HAVE SO MANY
DIFFERENT KINDS OF HIERARLHIES.
IF iT WERE A BIOLOGILAL
MECHANISM, You'd EXPeCT THE
SAME HIERARCHY IN ALL HUMAN
SOCIETIES—LIKE WiTH BEE
COLONIES WHERE 1T'S ALWAYS
THE SAME HIERARLHY.

AS A BIOLOGIST, I AM NOT REALLY
THE PERSON TO EXPLAIN THE
BEWILDERING DVERSITY oF
HUMAN HIERARLHIES, BUT You
COULD ASK MY ANTHROPOLOGIST
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CHINA, THE ToMB OF LADY HAGC,
APPROXIMATELY 1200 YEARS BCE.

BONES.

THE MOST ANCIENT

%
I
= THESE TEXTS RECORD

CHINESE TEXTS WeRe PREDICTIONS ABOUT
ENGRAVED ON WHAT — THE AUTURE—AS WELL
ARE CALLED ORACLE i AS WHAT ACTUALLY

9 HAPPENED LATER ON.

THERE'S A QUESTION
ENGRAVED ON THIS

WilL LADY
HAO'S
CHILDBEARING

IF THE CHILD IS BORN
ON A DiNG DAY, LUCKY.

ON A GENE DRY,
VERY PUSPICIOUS.

GAVE BIRTH ON A
JIAYIN DBY.

e

ToDAY, MORE THAN 3,000 YEARS LATER, THERE ARE STiLL
A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THAT HAVING A BABY
GiRL 1S BAD LUCK....

SOME PARENTS ABORT FEMALE FETUSES, AND BARY
GiRLS ARE SOMETIMES ABANDONED, NEGLECTED—

OR WORSE. IN RECENT DECADES, SUCH PRACTICES
HAVE RESULTED IN A SKEWED SeX RATIO IN SoMe
PROVINCES OF CHINA, INDIA AND SEVERAL OTHER
COUNTRIES. AN EXTREME EXAMPLE COMES FROM A
2005 SURVEY IN THE PROVINCE OF TIANGXI, WHICH
FOUND THAT BETWEEN AGES ONE AND FOUR, THERE
WERE ONLY €39 &iRLS FOR eVERY 4,000 BoYS!




BEING A HUSBAND MEANT HAVING
COMPLETE CONTROL OF YOUR
WIFE'S SEXVALITY. SAYING A MAN
HAD “RAPED” HIS WiFE WAS AS
LLOGILAL AS SAYING HED STOLEN
FROM HIS OWN MONEY BAG:

THIS MINDSET WASN'T CONFINED To THE ANCIENT MIDDLE EAST. MARITAL RAPE
WASN'T RECOGNTZED BY LAW iN GREELE UNTIL 2006.

IR

To THIS DAY THERE ARE
STiLL COUNTRIES SUCH
AS BAHRAIN, ETHIOPIA,
INDiA AND IRAN WHERE
A HUSBAND CAN'T BE
PROSECUTED FOR RAPING
HiS WiFe.

BUT... THEN TELL ME ABOUT THIS . .
DISTINCTION BETWEEN MEN AND IS iT A FiCTIONAL

— STORY, Like THE CASTE

= R SYSTEm AND THE

W\ RACIAL SYSTEMT

Iy

WELL, THERE ARE OBVIOUS BIOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE SEXES. GIVING BIRTH HAS ALWAYS
BEEN WOMEN'S PREROGATIVE... FOR THE SIMPLE
REASON THAT You NEED A WoMB FOR iT.

$0, YES, THERE ARE CLEAR BIOLO&ICAL DIFFERENCES...
AND THIS iS REFLECTED iN COUNTLESS CULTURAL,
LEGAL AND POLITICAL DISPARITIES BETWEEN MEN
AND WOMEN.

BUT EVERY SOCIETY HAS TAKEN THIS KERNEL
OF UNIVERSAL TRUTH AND THEN ADDED
LAYERS AND LAYERS OF CULTURAL iDEAS AND
NORMS THAT HAVE VERY LITTLE To Do WiTH
BIOLOGY....




2

NONE OF THE POLITICAL LEADERS IN
ATHENS, NONE OF THE
GREAT PHILOSOPHERS, ORATORS,
ARTISTS OR TRADERS HAD WOMES,

WAIT, S0 DOES THAT MEAN THAT
TUST HAWING A WomB AND LACKING
A PENIS MEANT You COULON'T Do A

WHOLE BUNCH OF PROFESSIoNS 777

THAT'S WHAT
THE ANCIENT
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MANY PEOPLE THOUGHT THIS BAN ON
HOMOSEXUALITY WASN'T CULTURAL PRETUDICE,

HOMOSEXUALITY WAS
BUT A REFLECTION OF NATURAL LAWS.

LLEEAL IN MODERN
GREELE UNTIL D54

HeLLo, I'D Like To ASK YOUR OPINION.... S0, HERE'S WOULD YU SAY YOUR ANSWER 1S
CAN You SPARE A MOMENT 7 MY FiRST _ WHAT Do You BASED oN (A) BioLOGICAL FACTS OR
THINK ABOUT A MAN (B) CULTURAL PRETUDICEST
HAWING SEX WiTH

WAIT, PRETUDICES! WHO ARE

ANOTHER MANT
You CALLING PRETUDICEDT

CERTAINLY, YES.

&Ro8SSSS!!! You &aY oR
SoMETHINGT!

IT'S A FACT: HOMOSEXUALITY JUST
G0ES COMPLETELY AGAINST NATURE!
EVERYBODY kNOWS THAT!

WHAT ABOUT ALEXANDER THE &REAT, &00D THING THEY MADE HiM
THESE PeoPLe THENT HE HAD A LOVER CALLED DRINK. POISON, THEN!
ARE A DANEER HEPHAESTION. WHAT ABOUT SOCRATEST
To oUR SocieTy! HAVE You GVER READ THE SYMPOSUMT
|

You MEAN SOLRATES WAS ONE
OF THem?! ACTUALLY... IT'S
NOT THE FIRST TiMe I've
HEARD THAT.

THEY CORRUPT
THE YOUNG! THeY
SPReAD DiSease!
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IF WE WANT To DISTINGVISH BETWEEN WHAT'S BIOLOGICALLY
DETERMINED AND WHAT PEOPLE SIMPLY TRY To JUSTIFY WITH
BioLosy BIOLOGILAL MY THS, THERE'S AN EASY RULE OF THUMB....
ENABLES.

TSSSS... HOW
LA LA LAPA... ABOUT GETTING
I HVE oN WiTH BEING
So mw' A MOTHER
oPTions! INSTEAD OF THAT
0’7 iZ m RRITATING

SiNGiNGT

THOSE TWo ARE TERRIBLE, THEY NEVER

- IF I DON'T HAVE ANY KiDS—NATURE'S
- WELL, NATURE GAVE YOU A BRAIN 3 v
TP SRiiRe: BT Yo?bor("r‘ S.;vm gl FINE WITH THAT. AND IF I DELIDE TO
MUCH.... ALL THAT NONSENSE ABOUT DROP You AND TRY A RELATIONSHIP
) ONNATORAL BEHAVIOR... WiTH A WOMAN—NATURE WoN'T
STOP TELLING ME - OBTECT To THAT €iTHeR!
WHAT To Do! 7

NATURE GAVE YOU A

T'LL HAVE WomB So You SHouLD
CHILDREN iF US€ IT! NOT HAViING
AND WHEN T CHILDREN \WoulD Be PON'T YOU REALIZE THAT No BEHAVIOR EVERYTHING THAT'S POSSIBLE 1S
WANT To! UNNATURAL! AN EVER BE UNNATURALT NATURAL—BY DEFINITION!
sALoNeY! NATURG HAS LAWS, AND LAWS THINGS THAT BREAK THE You know HomPH!
ALWAYS FORBID THINGS, DoN'T THeY7 LAWS OF NATURE TUST I'M RiGHT! &0 AHEAD!
T | | PoN'T exiST. F SomeTHING HIGLoma:
. DOES EXIST, THEN THAT VOOR NGUSRAPER.
PFFF! IF THE LAWS OF NATURE FORBID MEANS THAT iIT CoMPLIES
SOMETHING, IT JUST CAN'T HAPPEN. WiTH THE LAWS OF
TRULY UNNATURAL THINGS—LIKE RUNNING

. NATURE!
FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF LIGHT—
NEVER HAPPEN, Do THeY?

,ﬁ

PO You THINK THAT
iF I EVER RUN FASTER
THAN THE SPeeb
OF LIGHT, SomMe
INTERGALACTIC
CoP WouLD POP P
AND iSVE ME
A TickeT?
\-_______,-a

3,
it s
g3
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THE FIRST MOUTHS APPEARED HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF
YEARS AGO AND WERE USED
PRINCIPALLY FOR INGESTING FooD.

_ISTilL uSe
MINE FOR EATING

.BUT I NoW
ALSO USE iT FoR
SPEAKING...

...FOR PLAYING
THE SAXOPHONE...
FOR KiSSING...

IT'S THE SAME WiTH ALL PARTS OF THE BODY.
A BIRD'S FEATHERS, FOR EXAMPLE... FEATHERS
DIDN'T SUDDENLY APPEAR SO THAT BiRDS COULD
SWOOP THROUGH THE AR....

FEATHERS ORISINALLY EVOLVED FRoM SOMETHING
THAT HELPED PREHISTORIC REPTILES STAY WARM.

SOME REPTILES FOUND THAT THIS HEATING

PREANGEMENT ALSO HELPED THEM JUMP FARTHER.
WHICH GAVE THEM AN ADVANTAGE WHEN ESCAPING
PREDATORS OR PURSVING PREY.

SEVERAL MILLION YEARS
LATER, THOSE REPTILES HAD
BECOME BIRDS,

SHOULD WE CRITILIZE BIRDS
FOR USING THEIR FEATHERS
FOR A NeW PURPOSE”

220

WHEN 60D MADE FEATHERS, HE INTENDED THEM To KEEP
You WARM! USING FEATHERS To FLY AROUND IS UNNATURAL,
You SINFUL LizARD!




BIOLOGICALLY, HUMANS ARE CATEGORIZED ALONG A
MALE-FEMALE SPECTRUM.... MOST MALE SAPIENS HAVE
ONE X CHROMOSOME AND ONE Y CHROMOSOME, WHILE
MOST FEMALES HAVE TWO X CHROMOSOMES.

MALE XY
TESTOSTERONE
TESTICLES

SN

BUT WHEN PEOPLE SAY "MAN" OR “WoMAN' THeY'Re
USUALLY REFERRING TO A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT, NOT A
BIiOLOGICAL CATEGORY. A MAN ISN'T A SAPIENS WITH
XY CHROMOSOMES, BUT SoMeoNE WHO'S ASSieNeD So-
CALLED MASCULINE ROLES, RIGHTS AND DUTIES BY
SOCIETY. WHILE A WOMAN ISN'T A SAPIENS WITH XX
CHROMOSOMES, BUT SOMEONE WHO PLAYS A FEMININE
ROLE iN THE iMAGINED ORDER OF SOCIETY.

I eNGAGE IN POLITICS,
I CAN VOTE IN
ELECTIONS AND I MUST
Do MILITARY SERVICE.

I RAISE CHILDREN,
LEARN TO WeEAVE
AND MUST oBeY
MY HUSBAND.

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S ROLES, RIGHTS AND DUTIES ARE DEFINED BY CULTURAL STORIES RATHER THAN BIOLOGY, SO THE
MEANINGS OF "MASCULINITY” AND “FEMININITY" HAVE VARIED IMMENSELY FROM ONE SOCIETY To ANOTHER. JUST Look

HOW THeY DReSS!

OFOX

Il 1
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AND THE WORST OF PFFF] You THINK
iTiS THAT I kave You'rRe SPecial?

To KEEP CONVINCING IT'S THE SAME _ul
MYSELF AND EVERYONE FOR Mg, BEING
ELSE THAT I'M A MAN—I keEeP
FEMININE enNoveH! HAVING To PROVE

IT'S NOT eNovGH
TO HAVE XY
CHROMOSOMES.

ALL THROUGH MY LiFE
FROM THE CRADLE TO
THE GRAVE, SOLIETY
EXPECTS AN ENDLESS
SUCLESSION OF RITES AND
PERFORMANLES! I LIVE IN
CONSTANT FEAR OF
LOSING MY CLAIM TO
MASCULINITY!

Yes, I SUPPoSe You
MEN Do HAVE IT QUiTE
TovéH Too. You'RE
PUSHED TO

ENGPGE IN ONE
DRAMA AFTER
ANCTHER, EVEN
RiSKING YOUR
HEALTH AND LIFE....

\_’b\,\’ AND ALL S0 THAT
PEOPLE SAY...




$0, YOUR EXPLANATIONS ARE VERY

I DON'T GET: IF PATRIARCHAL
ORDER iSN'T NATURAL, WHY'S IT
S0 UNIVERSALT

INTERESTING.... BUT THERE'S SOMETHING

BUT NONE OF THEM IS

PON'T G€T LEFT

THERE ARE SEVERAL

d BEHIND, TACQUES.
COMMON THEORIES,

CONVINCING.

@,,_7,_ =

— —

-* B

_.YoU PROBABLY HEARD THE CLICHE ABOUT MEN
BEING PHYSICALLY STRONGER THAN WOMEN.... BUT
THAT'S NoT ALWAYS TRUE.

/4-—-'4 J,\ o%‘

YEAH! TAKE MY BOSS, T CAN
IMMOBILIZE HiM oN THE FLOOR
iN THREE Seconds FLAT! even
RUNNING THE 400 METER, HE

WOULDN'T SE€ ME For DUST!

I WoUuLDN'T Do Too
WELL AGAINST
MEGAN RAPINOE
eiTher!

KAl el T BeLieve You,
peTECTVE! YoUD WiN A
RACE PGAINST ME Too!

OH, SHE'S THE
GREPTEST, I'M
CRAZY ABOUT
Her!

AND ACTUALLY, WiTH OTHER
TYPES OF PHYSICAL STRENGTH
LIKE COPING WITH FAMINE,
ILLINESS AND EXHAUSTION, WOMEN
VSUALLY COME OFF BETTER
THAN MEN.

AND ANYWAY, WHAT'S THE CONNECTION
BETWEEN MUSCLE POWER AND, SAY,
FORBINDING WOMEN FROM SERVING AS
TuD6EsT I MEAN, EXACTLY HOW MUCH
MUSCLE POWER Do You NEED To SiT
ARCUND IN A Bi& CHAIR ALL DAY LISTENING
To ADAMSKI'S ENDLESS SPeeCHesT

226

BUT WHEN IT CAME TO
CLEANING FLOORS OR WORKING
IN FigLDS, eVeryBoDY ALWAYS
THOUGHT WOMEN HAD PLENTY
OF MUSCLE POWER,




IT'S PRETTY WEIRD iF You

HoW Do You EXPLAIN THAT?

IF PHYSICAL

THiNK ABOUT (T.... THE
STRONGEST PEOPLE OFTEN
FiND THemSELVES AT THE
BOTTOM OF THE GREASY POLE.

STRENGTH
WERE ALL THAT
MATTERED,
SAPIENS WoULD BE
ON A MIDDLE RUNE
iN THE LADDER.

O TS ONLY NATURAL THAT THE CHAIN OF POWER WITHIN OUR
SPECIES IS ALSO DETERMINED MORE BY SOCIAL ABILITIES THAN
BiLEP SizE.

WHAT'RE THE OTHER THEORIEST HOW DO You EXPLAIN
THAT PATRIARLHIES ARE THE MOST COMMON AND
STABLE SOCIAL HIGRARCHES N HUMAN SocieTY7

- SO MUSCLE POWER

CAN'T EXPLAIN PATRIARCHY....

THERE'S A THEORY THAT SUSGESTS THAT MASCULINE
DOMINANCE RESULTS FROM AGGRESSION RATHER
THAN STRENGTH. MILLIONS OF YEARS OF evoluTioN
HAVE MADE MEN FAR MORE WILLING TO ENGA&E IN

THAT'S WHY, ACCORDING To THIS THEORY, THE VAST MATORITY
OF SOLDIERS HAWE ALWAYS BEEN MEN, AND WHY MEN HAVE
CONSEQUENTLY DOMINATED THE MILITARY.

(=
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. YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT THAT THE MILITARY TOP BRASS
L:g(? OFTEN CAME FROM A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT BACKEROUND
2/ THAN THE SIMPLE GRUNTS. IN B TH-CENTURY EUROPE, FOR
EXAMPLE, ALMOST ALL THE GENERALS WERE ARISTOCRATS
WHO NEVER SERVED A SINGLE DAY AS COMMON SOLDIERS.

WHEN THE FUTURE DUKE OF WELLINGTON ENLISTED iN
THE BRITISH ARMY AT -/, THE YOUNG ARISTOCRAT WAS
IMMEDIATELY COMMISSIONED AS AN OFFICER.

AND THE “IRON DUKE' WAS VERY AWARE THAT
HE WASN'T FROM THE SAME BACKEROUND AS

THE FOOT SOLDIERS UNDER HiS COMMAND. PURING
HIS BATTLES AGAINST NAPOLEON HE WROTE TO
ANOTHER ARISTOCRAT....

THE COMMON SOLDIERS WERE USUALLY RECRUITED FROM AMONG
THE POOR AND ETHNIC MINORITIES. THEY HAD VERY LITTLE
CHANCE OF WORKING THEIR WAY UP THE RANKS To BE, SAY, A
COLONEL.

WE HAVE IN THE
SERViCE THE Stum
OF THE BARTH AS

COMMON SOLDIERS....

THE MOST SENIOR RANKS WERE THE PRESERVE
OF DUKES, PRINCES AND KINGS.

THE WAR THEORY OF
PATRIARLHY DOESN'T
EXPLAIN THAT....
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ON AVERAGE, WOMEN AREN'T AS PHYSICALLY
STRONG AND AGGRESSIVE AS MEN. BUT IT'S
NOT OUR SMALLER BICEPS OR OUR LOWER
LEVELS OF TESTOSTERONE THAT STOPPED US
BEING GENERALS OR POLITICAL LEADERS.

TO MANAGE A WAR YOU NEED MORE

STAMINA AND CONNING THAN MUSCLE

OR RAW AGGRESSION. WARS ARE A FAR
CRY FROM A SCUFFLE iN A BAR!

WARS ARE COMPLEX
UNDERTAKINGS THAT
REQUIRE EXTRACRDINARY
LEVELS OF ORGANTZATION,
COOPERATION AND
PLACATION.

THE KEYS To VICTORY ARE
USUALLY MAINTAINING PEACE AT
HOME, MAKING ALLIES ABROAD
AND UNDERSTANDING \WHAT
OTHER PEOPLE ARE THINKING
(ESPECIALLY YOUR ENEMIES).




e S TN i e

AND THEN THERE'S A THIRD POPULAR THEORY, IT WEGESTS
THAT THE INEQUALITIES BETWEEN MEN AND WoMEN ARE
NOT TO Do WITH MEN'S VioLENLE AND BRUTE FORLE BUT ARE
BECAUSE MEN AND \WOMEN EVOLVED DIFFERENT REPRODUCT VE
STRATESIES.

OVER TIME, IT WAS THE MOST AMBIT I0US, AGERESSIVE AND
COMPETITIVE MEN WHo PASSED ON THEIR MALE GENES TO
FUTURE GENERATIONS.

BUT HER GENES WOULDN'T HAVE GONE FAR iF
SHE DIDN'T CARRY THE FETUS FOR NINE DIFFICULT

MONTHS AND THEN NURTURED HER CHILD FOR MANY
YeARS To CoOME.

AR
)

MEN COMPETED FOR DPFORTUNITIES TO iMPREGNATE
AS MANY FERTILE WOMEN AS POSSIBLE. MISSioN
ACLOMPLISHED, THEY COULD IMMEDIATELY MOVE ON.

THIS STRATESY WoulD HAVE BEEN PoINTLESS FOR A
WOMAN. SHE HAD NO TROUBLE FINDING MEN WILLING TO
IMPREGNATE HER....

COME ON, BilL, You'LL
NEVER 66T THAT IN

T AR




PROFESSOR YOSHITA'S RIGHT To BeE PuzzLeD. IN
ANIMAL SPECIES LiKE ELEPHANTS AND BONOBOS
THE DYNAMIC BETWEEN DEPENDENT FEMALES
AND COMPETITIVE MALES HAS PRODUCED NOT
PATRIARLHIES BUT MATRIARCHAL SOCIETIES.

IT TAKES A LOT OF HELP AND COOPERATION TO
RAISE YOUNG BONOBOS. S0 MOTHERS HAVE TO
DEVELOP THEIR SOCiAL SKILLS. THEY LEARN To WORK
TOGETHER, MAKE COMPROMISES AND UNDERSTAND
WHAT OTHERS THINK AND WANT.

FemaLE BONOBOS USE THESE SKILLS TO BUILD
STRONG NETWORKS OF FEMALE FRIENDS WHO
HELP ONE ANOTHER.

{m

MEANWHILE, THE MALES SPEND THEIR TIME FIGHTING AND
COMPETING AMONG THEMSELVES. THIS MEANS THE MALES
DON'T DEVELOP THEIR COOPERATIVE SKILLS AND DON'T

|

.mlﬂt'l‘lu\\

FORM MANY STRONG FRIENDSHIPS.

SO BONOBO SOCIETIES ARE DOMINATED BY FEMALE
NETWORKS. BONOBO MALES ARE BIGGER AND STRONGER
THAN THE FEMALES, BUT iF A MALE MISTREATS A

FEMALE, HER FRIENDS ARE VERY QUICK TO HELP HER AND
TEALH THE BULLY A LESSoN.

SOCIETIES ARE CONTROLLED BY DOMINANT FEMALES WHO

MAKE ALL THE MATOR DECISIONS ABOUT WHERE THE HERD

IT'S THE SAME WITH AFRICAN ELEPHANTS. THEIR
Wil éo.

A
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WHY DON'T WE SE€ THE SAME DYNAMIC AMONG HOMO
SAPIENST WE DON'T KNOW.

e




MAYBE THESE ComMonN

WE DON'T KNOW....

ASSUMPTIONS ARE JUST WRONG;

MAYBE MALE HOMO SAPIENS AREN'T ACTUALLY CHARACTERIZED BY
PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND AGGRESSIVE, COMPETITIVE TENDENCIES....
MAYBE THEY ACTUALLY EXCEL IN SOME KINDS OF COOPERAT ION.
PERHAPS WHILE WOMEN EXCELLED IN BUILDING NETWORKS OF CLOSE
FRIENDS, MEN DEVELOPED SOME MALHO GENIUS FOR COOPERATING
BY BUILDING RI&ID HIERARLHIES BETWEEN STRANGERST

BUT THAT'S JUST

THE TRUTH iS WE ARE
NOT SURE WHY MEN

HAVE DOMINATED WOMEN
THROVGHOUT MOST HUMAN
SOCIETIES SINCE THE
AGRICOLTURAL REVOLUTION.

IT'S ONE OF THE BiG&EST
&APS IN OUR UNDERSTANDING
OF HISTORY.

WHEN SCIENTISTS DON'T KNOW SOMETHING,
TS BETTER TO ADMIT IGNORANCE THAN To
INVENT AN IMASINED VERSION OF HISTORY.




NEW YORK, A FEW DAYS
LATER...

THE eViDence i$
OVERWHELMING!
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IT HAPPENED ABOUT 500 YEARS
Ng AéO IN VALLADOLID, AT THE HEIGHT
£=- of THE SPANISH INQUISITION....

You CAN TORTURE ME
ALL YOU Likg, I DoN'T
ChRe!l T HAVE mY
PASS To PARADISE!

Ny
)

}J,

ey
\

77

\q

2

= DAMNED HERETIC! RECANT YOUR LieS! You'Re
RUINING SPAIN AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
WiTH YOUR STUPID FABRICAT ONS!

YOU'RE THE LIAR WHo
BETRAYS CHRIST AND SPAIN,
LEADING OUR PEOPLE TO
ETERNAL DAMNAT oM

OH MY &OD, NOT THIS AGAIN...
Wikl HUMANS NEVER LEARN...

WHAT 777 wito DARES
DISTURS vS7

242




0K, Doc, THAT'S A 600D WAIT, FIRST LET ME Tell You
POINT. BUT... ANOTHER STORY....

WE'RE ON THE SPANISH ISLAND
NZ/ OF IBizA, AT THE HEIGHT

OF THE FLOWER FOWER

MOVEMENT....

You ARE SUCH A DREAMER,
JOHNNIE....

BUT I'M TELLING YoU, IT WoN'T
WORK. WITHOUT BELIEVING IN
SOMETHING, HUMAN SOCIETY
JUST FALLS APART. YoU DON'T
END UP IN PEACEFUL PARADISE,

BUT iN VIOLENT CHAOS,

U IMasinG No MoRS STORIGS, g
AND NO FICTIONS TOO...

\ 2,

TR

—

SO WE SHOULD JUST HolD oN
TO OUR TRieD~AND-TESTED
TRADITIONS, EVEN iF DeeP

DOWN WE SUSPECT THeY

ARE JUST FICTIONS.

AS I keeP
TELLING You:
LET THINGS BE.

ARE You SEEING
WHAT I'M SEEING, MAGGIET

~OR IS THAT JUST ;
My TRIP? OH YES, IM
SEEING T,
ALRIGHT! IT'S
POCTOR FICTiON!
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q IM JUST A

Po &00D SKYMAN
TeALoUS 6ol..
A,

AND BAD SKYMAN
MEAN ANY THING
T You? I'm

GUESSING You've

BLESSED BE THY UNion! LovE 1S TOLERANCE, TOLERANCE... DANCE
ALWAYS 600D! e : q J THE DANCE of mwmcaﬂ

ABPH... WHAT
A WONDERFUL
ppY! I'm

PLEASED WITH
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BUT HOW DO YoU KNOW WHICH BITS OF

THE Bi& STORY To keePT /—/

AND WHICH To
CHANGET

IF PEOPLE HAVE FAITH iN NOTHING, SOLIAL ORDER COLLAPSES,
CAUSING A LOT OF SUFFERING. I

—

IF PEOPLE BELiGVE
SOMETHING Too ORSESSIVELY,
THAT CAN ALSO INFLICT
TERRIBLE UFFERING.

A Bi& PART OF
POLITICS IS ABOUT
FINDING THE RIGHT
BALANCE.

BUT HOW Do You FiND THE
RIGHT BALANCET

AAAREH...

v

CouLd You
&IVE US SoME
pbvice?

IT ALL COMES DOWN
To SUFFERING.

WE SHOULD ALWAYS ASK, "I ANYONE SUFFERING
BECAUSE OF OUR STORY "

PON'T SHIRK. YOUR
RESPONSIBILITIES
BY CLAIMING THAT
THE STORY IS SoMe
ETERNAL TRUTH
THAT CAN'T BE
CHANGED.

SHOULD CHANGE THEM.

STORIES ARE JUST TooLS WE (REATE
TO HELP PEOPLE.... IF THEY DO MORE
HARM THAN 600D, WE CAN AND

WAIT! I ALWAYS THOUGHT
THAT YoU CAN'T CHANGE A
REALLY Bi& STORY WITHOUT
STARTING HUGE WARS AND
KiLLiNG LoADS OF PeoPLe!
LoOK AT THE FRENCH OR
THE RUSSIAN RevoLUTion!




SO You SEE, IF THERE'S A
PROBLEM WiTH A STORY, THERE'S
ALWAYS SOME WAY iT CAN BE
CHANGED.

BUT THAT'S NoT
UP TO ME, IT'S NOoT
My Jok TO INVENT
THe STORIES OR TO
CHANGE THEM....

WeLL, I DONT See ANYONE elSe
AROUND WHO COULD DO T FOR YOU....

THAT'S YouR
JoB!

BUT... THAT'S A HUGE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR HUMANS, Doc! ARE You
SURE WE CAN HANDLE (T7
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0K, bo¢, I Believe
YoU NOW. I 6€T
THAT You'RE NoT
THE SOURCE OF THE
PROBLEM.... BUT THEN,
WHAT 1S YouR ToB7

AND WHY Do I
KEEP SECING You
WHEREVER THERE

1S SoMe MATOR

INTUSTiCE 6oiNG oNT




IT'S MY JoB To TRAVEL THE WORLD
BLOWING THE COVER OFF THE STORIES %
THAT SAPIENS BeLieve! AND REMINDING

PEOPLE THAT GVERY PERSON HAS THE
3 POWER To CHANGE THESE STORIES.

[ TENT Y
P

THAT IS MY HUMBLE
SUPERPOWER.

THE REST 1S
VP TO You.
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ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THIS BOOK

The beauty of science is that it is always evolving: new discoveries
are

forever changing our understanding of the world. This book’s authors
and editorial team have made an effort to ensure that its
representation

of historical events is based on the latest scientific research available
at

the time of writing. Many disputes persist among scholars about the
interpretation of particular pieces of archaeological, genetic and
textual

evidence, and some of these debates may never be satisfactorily
resolved.

Future discoveries and innovations could upend our understanding of



the past, and we should all look forward to such breakthroughs. But
this

does not mean that everything is debatable. It can be said with
certainty

that several species of humans existed in the past, that the last
remaining

human species, Homo sapiens, domesticated plants and animals,
unlocked the laws of nature and created globe-spanning empires
using

the power of stories. Every year we are learning more about how
these

transformations unfolded, and how they helped create the world that
we

now inhabit.
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