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				introduction

				I’ve been asked before why I love cute art. The reasons are simple: cute art makes me smile, it makes others smile, and it can bring joy to any moment. There’s so much darkness in the world, but as art-ists, we have the opportunity to shine some light. U But many artists have come to me struggling to create cute art. I found that they were given overly simplified advice, like “use round shapes” and “give it big eyes,” but not a lot of advice on the basics of cute design. Cute art looks simple, but you still need to be thoughtful about storytelling, design, and proportion to really nail it.
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				10 How to Draw Adorable

			

		

		
			
				In this book, I don’t want to teach you only one way to create cute art. I want you to understand what makes something cute, so that you can apply that understanding to your own style. But you won’t just learn all of my cute secrets, you’ll also find step-by-step tutorials, reference sheets, and plenty of space to practice. By the time you reach the end of this book, you’ll be making so much cute art that you’ll run out of fridge space to show it off!

				I want you to be successful, so if at any point you are struggling to learn a lesson, I want you to try three things. First, make sure you understand all the words I’m saying. I have tried to keep the language simple, but just one misunderstood word can make everything feel mixed-up. After you’ve done that, if you’re still struggling, try to apply the lesson in the simplest way possible, or go back a step. For example, if drawing human faces is too hard, try some cartoony ones for a while. If you can’t nail complex emotions, practice the five basic ones some more. Finally, learning art just takes time. Keep practicing until you get it, and then move forward a little at a time. I try to admire my frustrations as a sign that I’m learning and growing.

				now before you dive into all the cute in this book, I want to offer you the most important tip of all . . . ready? Trust yourself and have fun. It is easy to fall into the trap of trying to create art that you think is 
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				“right” or that other people will like. And although reading books (like this one!) is great, the best lesson you can learn is to trust your own instincts.

				Take everything you can from the suggestions in this book and try it out for yourself. Then decide if you agree or disagree with the advice—do you think it looks better? Use these lessons to make art that you think looks good (or cute). Never forget that your opinion is important—and when it comes to your art, you decide.

				I hope you have loads of fun and create tons of cute drawings! I can’t wait to see what you make.

				Ready to get your cute on? Let’s go!
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				 - the meaning of -

				cuteness

				So what does “cute” actually mean? If you ask the dictionary, “cute” is just an adjective that means “attractive”—in an endearing sort of way. But we can also define “cute” as something that brings us joy, some-thing that’s fun and appealing to the eyes, something that inspires those fuzzy, feel-good feelings of love and affection. So our first goal when making cute art will be to achieve allll of that. U Of course, what each of us finds pleasant (or fuzzy feeling–inducing) is highly subjective—and can even change as society adjusts to new trends or standards of beauty. By understanding what many people find cute, you can control the effect your art has on others—and maybe, just maybe, you can change people’s ideas about what is cute and what isn’t. But first, we have to learn a whole lot about cuteness.
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				Why is it cute?

				Things that are adorable:

				 Make us feel happy

				 Are pleasant to look at

				 Inspire feelings of love

			

		

		
			
				So what is “cute,” anyway?

				The drawing below is adorable! But why? Let’s take a look at that definition again.
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				colorful

				Happy colors tend to be light, bright, and make us feel good.

			

		

		
			
				Happy faces

				Smiles are contagious. It’s science!

			

		

		
			
				Babies

				Ever see a puppy or kitten and just burst into a smile? 

			

		

		
			
				Cute STUFF . . . Makes us feel Happy

				Think of some of the everyday sights that make people feel happy.
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				babies again

				Babies are easy on the eyes because, well, they have cute little bodies that we just love to love.

			

		

		
			
				colorful

				Pastels are pleasant to look at because they are soft and sweet. 

			

		

		
			
				edgy

			

		

		
			
				sturdy

			

		

		
			
				friendly

			

		

		
			
				Round Shapes

				Round shapes have no sharp corners, so they feel friendly and huggable.

			

		

		
			
				Cute STUFF . . . is Pleasant to look at

				Here are some examples of imagery that are oh so easy on the eyes:
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				babies! AGAIN?!

				Now we know why babies are so cute! They inspire all the feels.

			

		

		
			
				kindness

				When we see characters being kind to each other, it makes us feel love toward them.

			

		

		
			
				love

				Seeing love makes us feel love.

			

		

		
			
				Cute STUFF . . . Inspires feelings of love

				Think of some of the ways that images make us feel all warm and fuzzy inside.
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				Inspire Feelings of Love

			

		

		
			
				Are Pleasant to Look at

			

		

		
			
				Make you Feel Happy

			

		

		
			
				Write down some visual cues that . . .
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				Inspire Feelings of disgust

			

		

		
			
				Are unpleasant to Look at

			

		

		
			
				Make you Feel unhappy
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				- now let’s -

				warm up

				Learning to control your pencil is the key to making the images in your head appear on paper. I can still remember the first time I “told” my hand to draw a circle—and my hand actually did the thing. You may have heard you need to do ten thousand drawings before sketching becomes more natural—which is a lot. But if you focus on drawing simple shapes and on controlling how hard or lightly you press pencil to paper, I believe you can sidestep this requirement and start drawing the things you want to draw faster! U This chapter includes basic drawing exercises and design tips so you can fast-track your art journey. Easy-peasy.
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				drawing with a light touch

				The first step to gaining pencil control is learning how to draw lightly. Once you’ve mastered the light touch, you can practice shifting from light pressure to heavy pressure on demand, giving you more confidence and control.
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				did you know?

				Sitting upright and drawing on an elevated surface keeps your neck and back comfortable too!

			

		

		
			
				Tweak your Pencil grip

				If you’re having trouble drawing lightly, try holding the middle of your pencil instead of the tip.

			

		

		
			
				draw with Your shoulder

				Try to keep your wrist and elbow still while using your shoulder to move the pencil. This helps you stay loosey-goosey.

			

		

		
			
				Practice makes for picture-perfect art! Try these techniques to help find your groove.

			

		

		
			
				why draw lightly?

				When you draw with a gentle touch, there’s less friction between your pencil and paper—so your lines end up looking smoother and cleaner. 

				Plus, drawing lightly lets you make a loose sketch first. Then, once you’ve figured out the shapes, you can trace over your sketch with darker lines. The lightly drawn lines will just fade into the background, adding texture to your drawing!
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				draw some Patterns of your own

			

		

		
			
				Trace these Patterns lightly
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				did you know?

				By adjusting how hard you press down on the paper as you move the pencil, you can create thick and thin lines!

			

		

		
			
				draw some lines of your own

			

		

		
			
				light to heavy and back to light lines

			

		

		
			
				light to heavy lines

			

		

		
			
				Alternate light and heavy lines
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				step 2 try different speeds

				Practice drawing at various speeds to see which one works best for you. I have found that drawing too slowly can make my lines wobbly, but drawing too fast can make my lines less precise. Every artist has their own sweet spot.

			

		

		
			
				step 1 Take a Ghost Swing 

				Have you ever seen a golfer take a swing at a ball? Did you notice they take a few practice swings first? I like to call this motion “ghosting.” Ghosting the beginning of the line before putting your pencil to paper helps you draw with more confidence—and make more boo-tiful art.

			

		

		
			
				conquering straight lines

				Now that you’re all warmed up, let’s tackle the simplest of shapes—okay, well, it’s not quite a shape yet, it’s a line. Drawing a straight line is nothing to sneeze at—it’s surprisingly hard! But doing simple exercises like these is great practice and will make drawing more complicated shapes easier in the future. 
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				Practice Drawing your own straight lines

			

		

		
			
				Trace these straight lines
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				Drawing small circles: Easy as A-b-c

				The alphabet is full of small circles (and several other shapes and lines to boot). Drawing feels different but it uses the same skills. So try to draw like you write!

			

		

		
			
				the perfect circle

				Honestly, it’s okay if you can’t draw a perfect circle—we can leave that to compasses (or computers)! Our goal is just to get close to drawing a circle-y shape and to feel comfortable with the process. The good news? You’ve been drawing circles ever since you learned to write.
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				Warm Up 29

			

		

		
			
				4. Use the cross to draw a circle!

			

		

		
			
				3. Use the center of the X to draw a cross.

			

		

		
			
				2. Draw a line from corner to corner to create an X.

			

		

		
			
				1. Draw a square.

			

		

		
			
				Use a square TO Cheat the system

				Squares are easier to draw, right? Use the simple geometry trick below to make perfect circles every time. Easy!

			

		

		
			
				using the shoulder

			

		

		
			
				using the wrist

			

		

		
			
				use your shoulder

				Large circles can’t be drawn with your wrist—they’re too big! Use your shoulder to create big, open movements instead.
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				Trace these Circles
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				Make an X to Find the cross, then draw A circle
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				important note

				In this book, I often mention that A is cuter than B. But that doesn’t mean that A is better than B. When you create your own cute style, you get to decide if you want to make something super baby-cute (more traditionally cute) or cute in a different, more unique way (less traditionally cute).

			

		

		
			
				- the fundamentals of -

				baby cute

				It’s a scientific fact that nature made babies cute to increase their chances of survival. Now you might like kittens more than puppies, or puppies more than human babies, but the fact remains that babies of all species are stinkin’ cute. So when we see something that reminds us of babies, we think cute thoughts. U In this chapter, I break down how to create a baby-cute look and go over some common mistakes that might make your characters look the wrong age.
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				average baby proportions

			

		

		
			
				average adult proportions

			

		

		
			
				One of the most important things to keep in mind when creating cute characters is the proportions of the face. By making slight tweaks to the placement of the eyes and nose, we can make a character look younger and cuter.

				In children, facial features tend to be closer to the lower half of the face. The eyes, nose, and mouth are close together, with a large forehead and a small jaw.

			

		

		
			
				did you know?

				“Proportions” is just a fancy way of saying how different parts of the body compare to each other in size.

			

		

		
			
				proportions of the face
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				youngest

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				older

			

		

		
			
				step 2 MOVE THE EYES FARTHER APART

				If you keep the eyes close together, you’ll get a cutie adult. To make your characters look younger move their eyes farther apart.

			

		

		
			
				cuter!

			

		

		
			
				cute . . .

			

		

		
			
				step 1 LOWER THE FACE

				By using baby-face proportions on our character, we can make them look more baby cute.

			

		

		
			
				Let’s put these proportions to work and see if they help up the cuteness factor!
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				older

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				older

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				tip

				A wide face is optional for cuteness, but it’s common in little ones. So if you’re drawing a child and they’re not looking young enough, you’ll want to check that head width.

			

		

		
			
				Optional step Widen the face

				As children grow, their jaws get longer, which makes their faces look less wide. This means a narrow face can feel more grown up than a wide one.
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				tip

				For an extra boost of cuteness, try big eyes and a little mouth!

			

		

		
			
				squish the face and ears down

			

		

		
			
				widen the face

			

		

		
			
				bring eyes closer together

			

		

		
			
				original

			

		

		
			
				Is your character not feeling cute enough? Check the proportions against the baby-cute design ideas to see what can be changed up.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				38 How to Draw Adorable

			

		

		
			
				Making faces: which is cutest?
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				Supersize the eyes 

				Compared to adults, babies look like they have larger eyes in proportion to the rest of their face. So giving your character large eyes is often the first trick artists use to boost the cute factor.

			

		

		
			
				Eyes

				The eyes are the windows to the soul—and the larger they are, the kinder and friendlier our characters will look!

			

		

		
			
				parts of the face

				We know that big heads are cute (and we cannot lie). But what about all the other parts of the face? Let’s look into the fun features you can choose for your character.
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				did you know?

				Our pupils widen when we’re happy! So big eyes and pupils remind us of babies and happiness. Double cute points!

			

		

		
			
				large eyes and pupils

			

		

		
			
				just pupils

			

		

		
			
				removing the whites of the eyes draws focus to the cute li’l pupils

			

		

		
			
				large eyes with small pupils

			

		

		
			
				but wait, there’s more

				The character on the left has bigger eyes, but it’s not as cute. Why? Because it’s not just the size of the eyes that makes something cute—it’s the size of the pupils!
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				older

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				Make the nose short

				Noses grow longer with age. (Sorry about that.) So a cute little button nose is more baby-like.

			

		

		
			
				Keep the nose close to the eyes

				Remember when we squished the face together to create baby proportions? One reason this drawing trick works is because the nose looks shorter and more baby-like when it’s closer to the eyes.

			

		

		
			
				Nose

				To tell you the truth, you don’t have to give your character a nose at all. But if you want them to have one, keep these drawing tips in mind.

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				older
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				a note on nostrils

				Let’s be honest, noses are where boogers go. And that isn’t always appealing, even if it’s perfectly normal. So bringing attention to things like nostrils can make your drawing look less classically cute (even if they’re drawn small).

			

		

		
			
				Try a tilt

				As noses grow longer, some also turn downward. Draw an upturned nose to get a baby-like look, or find the angle that works for you.

			

		

		
			
				no nose necessary

				If you really want to push how stylized your drawing is, you can make the nose so small, it disappears! Who nose? You might like how it looks!

			

		

		
			
				turned up

			

		

		
			
				tilted

			

		

		
			
				turned down

			

		

		
			
				no nose!
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				tip

				When designing with a small mouth, you can use the eyes and body to push the emotion instead. See the chapters on expressions and poses to learn more.

			

		

		
			
				 . . . but little mouths are less expressive

				Big mouths are great for expressing big emotions, like enthusiasm or rage. So although big mouths are less baby-like, they are still cute and help us feel emotionally connected to a character.

			

		

		
			
				older

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				Babies have small mouths

				If you’re sticking to baby proportions, then a small mouth will look more baby-like. Just remember to keep it close to the nose.

			

		

		
			
				Mouth

				As one of the most expressive parts of the face, the mouth is a super important feature. Although baby proportions call for drawing a small mouth, the choice is up to you.
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				Baby Cute 45

			

		

		
			
				little kid cute

			

		

		
			
				classically cute

			

		

		
			
				tip

				Not sure which facial feature to choose? Decide on a personality for your character first, then choose the features that tell that story.

			

		

		
			
				play with the size

				Sometimes the ears grow faster than the rest of the head. So although small ears are more baby-like, huge ears on a little kid can be just as adorable.

			

		

		
			
				younger

			

		

		
			
				older

			

		

		
			
				lower the ears

				The ears usually travel with the eyes. So if you move the eyes down, try moving the ears along with them.

			

		

		
			
				ears

				Cute ears can be large, small, or anywhere in between. It’s their placement on the head, not just their size, that makes ears cute.
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				Mouth sizes

			

		

		
			
				nose SHAPES

			

		

		
			
				pupil sizes

			

		

		
			
				try different . . . Eye sizes
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				Baby Cute 47

			

		

		
			
				free space to practice

			

		

		
			
				Ear placements
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				baby

			

		

		
			
				toddler

			

		

		
			
				preschooler

			

		

		
			
				child

			

		

		
			
				preteen

			

		

		
			
				teenager

			

		

		
			
				adult

			

		

		
			
				2 heads

			

		

		
			
				3 heads

			

		

		
			
				3.5 heads

			

		

		
			
				4.5 heads

			

		

		
			
				5.5 heads

			

		

		
			
				6.5 heads

			

		

		
			
				7–8 heads

			

		

		
			
				count the heads

				The size of the head helps us tell what age a character is. Take a look at this lineup of average proportions and see how many “heads tall” each person is.

			

		

		
			
				proportions of the body

				When drawing children or babies, it helps to compare how the child’s body differs from the adult body. You’ll see differences not just in height, but also in the size of the head, jaw, and other features.
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				add a little squishiness

				Little babies keep their baby fat. It keeps them healthy, and it’s oh so cute!

			

		

		
			
				2.5 heads tall

			

		

		
			
				2 heads tall

			

		

		
			
				use baby proportions

				From our lineup on the left, we can see that babies and kids are 2–3 heads tall. By using these proportions, we can quickly make cute characters!
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				 . . . and tiny feet too

				Just like those cute little hands, small little feet are also adorable.

			

		

		
			
				baby

			

		

		
			
				adult

			

		

		
			
				Give your character tiny hands . . .

				An adult’s hands are about the same size as their face, but a baby’s hands are much smaller.

			

		

		
			
				Hands and feet

				Babies have the cutest lil’ hands and feet. Keep that in mind, and you’ll be drawing cute characters in no time.
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				add details

				By adding details that indicate age, like the clothes they are wearing or the way they stand, you can keep your characters’ proportions looking cute—even when drawing different ages.

			

		

		
			
				little kid cute

			

		

		
			
				toddler cute

			

		

		
			
				tweak the proportions

				By changing up some of your character’s features to look older, you can age your character. For example, giving your young character larger ears or feet.

			

		

		
			
				age it up, but keep it cute

				If you want to draw an older character, you can make them cute by mixing in older features with younger ones.
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				erase the sketch layer

				Although I love to see my sketch under the final drawing, stray lines near your character’s eyes may give the accidental appearance of age. Remove these lines to get back that baby-cute look.

			

		

		
			
				LESS IS MORE

				Adding a pokey chin, nostrils, lines around the eyes, and other similar details can age up your character. To keep things baby-like, be thoughtful about what details you add. When in doubt, keep it simple.

			

		

		
			
				troubleshooting

				A common question artists have is why their young character looks older than they intended. I’ve found this is often caused by adding too many details. Try simplifying your design to make it cuter.
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				larger pupils

			

		

		
			
				move eyes, nose, andears down

			

		

		
			
				widen face

			

		

		
			
				smaller features

			

		

		
			
				simplify face

			

		

		
			
				original

			

		

		
			
				Is your character looking older than you’d like? Check its proportions against all the design tricks we’ve learned in this chapter. What can you tweak? Keep experimenting to see how small changes make big improvements.
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				body shapes

			

		

		
			
				try different . . . HEAD sizes
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				FREE DRAWING SPACE

			

		

		
			
				HAND/FEET SIZES

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				- unlocking the secrets of -

				cuteness

				When I was training artists, I discovered that there was more to cuteness than just drawing baby-cute features. Which is exciting, because it opens the door to many different styles and ideas about what cute can be. U In the previous chapters, you learned the features that people generally find cute and appealing, but here’s the thing—you don’t need to use all those features when you’re building a cute character. And you certainly don’t need to find those features cute—you get to decide what cute means to you and your art! Let’s look at some tools that go beyond the basic baby-cute look. With these tips in hand, you can make anything cute. 
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				storytelling

				Remember that cute things make us feel love and affection. With the right story you can make all the things cute.

			

		

		
			
				color

				Some color palettes will feel cuter than others.

			

		

		
			
				Shapes

				Pay close attention to how round or pointy your drawing is.

			

		

		
			
				what else is cute?

				The drawing below is adorable! But this character doesn’t look like a baby.So why is it giving us all the feels?
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				rounded edges feel cuter

			

		

		
			
				baby-proof sharp corners

				If you want to make other shapes feel friendlier, just soften their corners.

			

		

		
			
				tip

				When you figure out your unique style of cute, you can choose to use all gentle shapes or a mix of soft and sharp ones.

			

		

		
			
				friendly

			

		

		
			
				edgy

			

		

		
			
				sturdy

			

		

		
			
				circles are the cutest

				A circle is the cutest of the shapes because it has no corners to hurt us with.

			

		

		
			
				cute shapes

				Round shapes feel cute because they seem friendlier and are more pleasant to look at. Sharp edges (like those you see on squares and triangles) are more interesting . . . but also a little more dangerous.
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				cuter!

			

		

		
			
				cute . . .

			

		

		
			
				bright colors are cuter than deep or dull colors

				Light colors remind us of daylight, summer, and happiness.

			

		

		
			
				cuter!

			

		

		
			
				cute . . .

			

		

		
			
				just a little color goes a long way

				Even a single pop of color can add a whole lot of cuteness. When picking cute colors, remember that cute things are friendly, pleasing to look at, and make us feel happy.

			

		

		
			
				cute colors

				Picking cute colors is not a one-size-fits-all activity. But in general, bright, light, or happy colors will feel more vibrant, dynamic, and adorable than dark or colorless options. 
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				Which do you like the best?

			

		

		
			
				break out the colored pencils and find your favorite color combos

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				62 How to Draw Adorable

			

		

		
			
				Showcase happiness

				Showing your character feeling happy or lovey-dovey is a simple way to inspire adorable feelings in others. How can your drawing make other people smile?

				PUT TWO CHARACTERS TOGETHER

				One of the easiest ways to tell a story is to have two characters interacting. How do they feel about each other? What else do their actions show?

				Contrast the emotions

				Put two people into the same situation and give them different reactions. This will instantly give each character a unique personality.

			

		

		
			
				visual storytelling

				A large part of cute art isn’t just about how you draw and paint. It’s also about what you are communicating with it. Your goal is to make the viewer feel a specific emotion. Here are a few storytelling tips and tricks to get those feels flowing.
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				Secrets of Cuteness 63

			

		

		
			
				draw the REALLY unexpected

				Drawing a character who’s of a surprising size, in a surprising place, or having a surprising emotional reaction tells a more interesting story.

			

		

		
			
				draw the unexpected

				A child with a stuffed bear is very predictable. By swapping out the toy with something less expected, they become a more unique and interesting character.

			

		

		
			
				Give your character a prop

				If you want your character to go solo, give them a prop or a situation to interact with instead. Seeing a character react to something can tell us a lot about their personality.
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				give ghostie a friend

			

		

		
			
				give ghostie a prop

			

		

		
			
				practice storytelling tricks
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				Which do you like the best?

			

		

		
			
				put ghostie in an unexpected location

			

		

		
			
				give ghostie an unexpected prop
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				- the principles of -

				cute design

				good design is the key to interesting art. In this chapter, you’ll learn basic design principles that help you create cute and adorable art. U But what is design, anyway? Well, an artist’s design is made up of all the lines, shapes, colors, and other elements they choose when making a draw-ing. These elements let them control and organize the message of their art. U And design choices aren’t just useful when drawing characters—you can use them for any kind of visual art. With this chapter (and really, this book) in hand, you’ll have everything you need to make the cutest design choices.
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				low contrast

			

		

		
			
				high contrast

			

		

		
			
				did you know?

				Contrast is important for every aspect of visual design—lines, color, shapes, and even storytelling!

			

		

		
			
				contrast

				Contrast is what you get when you put two very different things together. Without contrast, everything would look the same. People’s eyes are attracted to contrast, so by adjusting how different two things look, you can control where someone looks—and how long you keep their attention.

			

		

		
			
				elements of design

				There are a few key design elements that appear in all areas of visual art. By using these elements, you can control the message you’re creating and use it to create more engaging illustrations. I will mainly show examples of character art, but these ideas can be used to make anything cuter—props, backgrounds, or really any other area of art and design.
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				focal point

			

		

		
			
				harmonious

			

		

		
			
				interesting

			

		

		
			
				create focal points

				By mixing areas of harmony with an area of contrast, you’re creating a focal point. Now you can control where someone will look!

			

		

		
			
				Similarities create harmony

				Similar elements will blend together and feel harmonious. For instance, pink and orange play nicely together and look appealing, while blue and orange fight for your attention.

			

		

		
			
				dynamic

			

		

		
			
				chaotic

			

		

		
			
				stable

			

		

		
			
				too much variety creates chaos

				Find a balance between contrasting elements and similar elements so your design looks engaging—but not over-busy or chaotic.

			

		

		
			
				variety

				Although contrast is amazing, there is such a thing as too much of a good thing. That’s why it’s important to add variety to your illustrations—so some parts have a lot of contrast and others don’t. By adding variety, you can also draw your audience’s eyes to the focal point of your drawing, which is the first place you want them to look.
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				some curves

			

		

		
			
				all angles

			

		

		
			
				line

				Lines are the primary tool we use while drawing. By adjusting the types of lines you use, you can create movement and interest.

				Try straights and curves

				Curves are friendly, sure. But if we only used round shapes in our drawings, there would be no variety. Mixing things up creates more interesting illustrations.

			

		

		
			
				lots of value contrast

			

		

		
			
				little value contrast

			

		

		
			
				value

				Value is how artists describe how light or dark something is. Dark areas against white areas create lots of contrast. If the shades of black, white, and gray are too close together, it can be hard to understand or even see the image.

				Use Value to create contrast

				An area of light surrounded by an area of dark creates a focal point. But remember that the opposite is also true! Which of these girls draws your attention?
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				size

				Check the size of individual objects in your design and look for variety. Contrast in sizes can be used to create focal points and create engaging designs.

			

		

		
			
				angular shapes

			

		

		
			
				round shapes

			

		

		
			
				shapes

				Adjust the kinds of shapes you’re using in your illustration to communicate different emotions.

				shapes tell a story

				Triangles are dangerous, squares are stable, and circles are friendly.
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				use the rule of thirds

				The rule of thirds is a trick used by artists to ensure they have uneven spacing in their images. To use it, divide your drawing area into thirds and place the focal point where the lines cross. Now that looks nice!

			

		

		
			
				uneven spots

			

		

		
			
				even spots

			

		

		
			
				uneven spacing is organic

				Balanced or even spacing feels machine-made. Meanwhile, uneven, unbalanced spacing feels handmade or organic and makes your art feel more alive.

			

		

		
			
				spacing

				Early on in our artistic journey, it is common to place objects or details evenly across the page. This makes an image look orderly and clean, but also unnatural.
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				added details

			

		

		
			
				tip

				Freckles, glasses, and other features don’t just add texture and detail to your drawings—they also give your characters more personality!

			

		

		
			
				detail or texture

				By adjusting the amount of detail in your illustration, you can make some areas feel dense and other areas open. Leaving some areas untouched gives your eye a place to rest.

			

		

		
			
				THE RULE OF THIRDS: FACE EDITION!

				Remember when we played with cute proportions and discovered that characters looked cutest when we placed their features at the bottom of their face? These cuties are representing the rule of thirds and great design.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				74 How to Draw Adorable

			

		

		
			
				tip

				Be careful where you place red in your designs. If you put red somewhere that isn’t your main focus, you might distract your viewer.

			

		

		
			
				the odd color stands out

				If you’re working on an image that’s mainly orange and pink already, red will not pop because it’s too similar to its surroundings. In this case, try a cool color instead.

			

		

		
			
				for the biggest pop, make it red

				Of all the colors, red is the most eye-catching. That is why stop signs are red!

			

		

		
			
				add any color to make it pop

				Adding one color to a black-and-white image creates a focal point.

			

		

		
			
				color

				Color is a key element in creating cute art. Whether you choose to use a lot or a little, basic color theory will help you on your journey.
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				dull

			

		

		
			
				vibrant

			

		

		
			
				vibrant colors stand out

				Bright shades stand out, but if everything stood out you’d have nothing to focus on. Dull colors give your eyes a place to rest. Every color has its place—and plays its part!

			

		

		
			
				cool

			

		

		
			
				warm

			

		

		
			
				did you know?

				When we talk about how bright colors are, we say that vibrant colors are “saturated” and dull colors are “desaturated.”

			

		

		
			
				Warm or vibrant colors draw the eye

				Warm colors, such as red, pink, orange, and yellow, are more eye-catching than cool colors, like blue and green.
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				draw faces using different . . . 
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				sizing

			

		

		
			
				shapes

			

		

		
			
				lines

			

		

		
			
				values
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				combine your favorites

			

		

		
			
				colors

			

		

		
			
				details

			

		

		
			
				spacing
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				sizing

			

		

		
			
				shapes

			

		

		
			
				lines

			

		

		
			
				values

			

		

		
			
				draw an object or a character with different . . . 
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				combine your favorites

			

		

		
			
				colors

			

		

		
			
				details

			

		

		
			
				spacing
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				- developing your own -

				cute style

				you don’t have to draw baby cute to draw cute stuff. In fact, if everyone drew all the same cute traits, there would be no variety, and cute art would become super boring. U By picking and choosing which features you’d like to add and deciding just how classically cute you want your art to be, you can perfect a style of cute that’s yours—and only yours! I can’t wait to see how you decide to define cuteness.
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				Round shapes

				Curvy shapes feel so friendly.

			

		

		
			
				Gigantic eyes

				Big ol’ pupils, please!

			

		

		
			
				Happy face

				Happy faces make us feel happy.

			

		

		
			
				Vibrant color

				Bright pastels are the cutest of the cute colors.

			

		

		
			
				Head size

				It’s okay to be a little top heavy.

			

		

		
			
				Apply baby traits . . .

				The closer your character’s proportions match a baby’s, the more classically cute your art will look. 

			

		

		
			
				the choice is yours

				Babies are cute, but now it’s your choice to decide how baby cute you want your style to be.
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				Mix shapes

				I like to mix mostly round shapes with some sharp shapes for variety.

			

		

		
			
				Storytelling

				Yeti has a cute bunny friend. I want to love them both.

			

		

		
			
				Expressive

				Happy faces are cute, but I love to use the full range of emotions.

			

		

		
			
				Mixed color

				I love a mix of bright and dull colors.

			

		

		
			
				Head size

				Two and a half heads tall—just a tad less cute.

			

		

		
			
				 . . . or Remove Baby Traits

				Just because babies are the cutest doesn’t mean everything you draw has to be a baby. Remove some babyish features and decide what level of cute is right for you. This is how I’d tweak a classically cute style to create my own personal style.
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				Mix and Match Shapes for contrast

				Try giving your character fewer round shapes and more sharp edges to make them more interesting. Experiment and see how different shapes suggest different personality traits.

			

		

		
			
				angular shapes

			

		

		
			
				round shapes

			

		

		
			
				What’s your shape language?

				When you use the same types of shapes over and over—like round shapes or sharp shapes—you start to figure out the overall style of your artwork. Which shapes do you like to use?

			

		

		
			
				play with shapes

				Cute comes in all shapes and sizes. Although circles are cute, they can also be a bit bland. When creating your own style, see if you like mixing it up!
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				Which do you like the best?

			

		

		
			
				Use a variety of shapes to draw a cute bird
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				Embrace Imperfections

				Nobody’s perfect, so your characters don’t have to be either. Try leaving imperfections in your drawing or adding in less “classically cute” features to create some uniquely adorable characters.

			

		

		
			
				cute comes in all ages

				Don’t be afraid to draw older characters! Super baby-cute characters get a lot of attention, so why not throw some love toward all the people?

			

		

		
			
				redefine cuteness

				You may have noticed earlier I used the words “less cute” or “cuter” to label or describe things. I did that so you can choose for yourself just how cute you’d like to go with your style. Since what we think is cute is subjective, this is your chance as an artist to explore and create new standards of cuteness.
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				tip

				Keeping your story in mind is key. In this example, making my character with round shapes and a giant head would make it feel like a baby—which I didn’t want for my story. So I only applied the cute traits that would help tell my story and left the other ones out.

			

		

		
			
				gigantic eyes

			

		

		
			
				make it happy

			

		

		
			
				add color

			

		

		
			
				original

			

		

		
			
				Did you push your drawing too far and want to bring some cuteness back? Just layer the cute features back in until you find the level of cuteness that you love. Every character you create might have a different amount of cuteness. Keep experimenting as you find your personal style.
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				What else can you stylize?

				From the face and body shape to the ears and toes, all parts of the body can be adjusted to fit your style. In fact, anything you draw can be stylized. Finding a set of shapes you like to draw with is how you start to create your own style.

			

		

		
			
				Step 3 choose a mouth shape

				Choose one from the list on page 91. Trying different styles helps you discover what you do and don’t like.

			

		

		
			
				Step 2 choose a nose shape

				Choose one from the list on page 90. Try using one you haven’t done before!

			

		

		
			
				Step 1 choose an eye shape

				Choose from the list on the facing pageor add your own.

			

		

		
			
				find your favorite traits

				A great way to create your own unique style is by looking at lots and lots of other art! Think about what you like from the styles you’ve seen and combine them in your own way. The following pages offer some cute styles for you to explore for your adorable characters, but the options are endless. It’s time to develop your own style!
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				eye styles
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				nose styles
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				Cute Style 91

			

		

		
			
				mouth styles
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				What combo do you like best?

			

		

		
			
				nose shapes

			

		

		
			
				Mouth shapes

			

		

		
			
				try some different . . . eye shapes
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				baby cute

			

		

		
			
				remove a few cute traits

			

		

		
			
				add some not-cute traits

			

		

		
			
				What level of cuteness do you like?

			

		

		
			
				Using just the face, play with some cute styles
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				- how to draw adorable -

				expressions

				a large part of cute art is creating an emotional connection. When going for a classically cute look, you can always just draw a happy face or a big-eyed baby, but to truly tell a character’s story you need to draw the full range of human emotions. A slight shift of an eyebrow or a twitch of the mouth can change how your character feels and the mes-sage you’re sending about it. U In this chapter, you’ll learn how each part of the face plays a role in showing your character’s emotions.
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				note

				Some people believe the sixth basic emotion is disgust. However, when drawing disgust, I usually end up just combining elements of anger and shock.

			

		

		
			
				neutral

			

		

		
			
				shocked

			

		

		
			
				happy

			

		

		
			
				angry

			

		

		
			
				sad

			

		

		
			
				the five basic emotions

				The range of human emotions is limitless! But if you understand how the five basic emotions—neutral, happy, sad, angry, and shocked—are expressed through the face and body, you can build on to those feels to create the right expression for every moment.
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				Use every part of a character to push the expression

				You can use other features around the head including hair, props, or ears to show the expression as well!

			

		

		
			
				Mouth

				Look at the shape of the mouth and its location on the face.

			

		

		
			
				Pupils

				The size of the pupils gets larger and smaller.

			

		

		
			
				Eyelids

				Although the upper eyelids follow the eyebrows, the lower eyelids move independently.

			

		

		
			
				Nose

				The nose may move when the mouth comes up.

			

		

		
			
				Tilt of the head

				Tilting to the side or looking up or down.

			

		

		
			
				Eyebrows

				Watch for their shape and their location on the face.

			

		

		
			
				six Key indicators of expression

				There are six key indicators of expression on the face. When you adjust these features, you can create all sorts of emotions and expressions. Make sure to keep a look out for how they change as we explore the five basic expressions. The six key indicators are:
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				no mouth

			

		

		
			
				no brows

			

		

		
			
				tip

				The neutral emotion can range from bored to sleepy or even just unamused. Try removing the mouth or eyebrows altogether and see what happens!

			

		

		
			
				Neutral

				A neutral expression is usually made up of straight lines. We don’t usually think of “neutral” as an emotion, but it is. And better yet, it serves as a blank canvas on which to create all sorts of other emotions.
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				caution

				Don’t make the pupils too small unless you want the character to look scared!

			

		

		
			
				floaty eyes

			

		

		
			
				unfocused eyes float

				A neutral expression with floaty eyes suggests that a character’s mind is wandering. You should be able to see the whites of the eyes around the pupils . . . hmm, what do you think they’re thinking?

			

		

		
			
				held-back emotion

			

		

		
			
				subtle emotion

			

		

		
			
				control the mouth

				Sometimes, a person’s face looks neutral because they’re holding back their feelings. Draw the mouth small or pressed thin to show your character trying to keep it together.

			

		

		
			
				happy

			

		

		
			
				tired

			

		

		
			
				CURVE the eyes up or down

				Even a toddler can tell you that when a character has eyelids that point downward, it means the character is nice and relaxed (or going night-night). Meanwhile, eyelids that point up are happy eyes!
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				tip

				To push this emotion, try adjusting the bottom eyelids. When someone is smiling sincerely, their bottom lids push up on their eyes and their eyes squish together. If the bottom lids don’t come up, it can make the smile look fake!

			

		

		
			
				Happy

				The happy face is most characterized by that smile we all know and love. It is generally an open and free expression with lots of energy.
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				close the eyes

			

		

		
			
				enlarge pupils

			

		

		
			
				lift lower lids up

			

		

		
			
				Smile with the eyes

				Artists often forget that in a true smile, the eyes also change. Here are some ways to adjust the shape of the eyes to show that your character is genuinely joyful.

			

		

		
			
				happiest

			

		

		
			
				least happy

			

		

		
			
				smile with the mouth

				When it comes to showing happiness, the mouth is key. The happier your character feels, the larger and more open their smile looks.
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				angular

			

		

		
			
				soft

			

		

		
			
				tip

				Draw with soft edges and curves when drawing a sad character. Sharp angles can look more like anger than sorrow.

			

		

		
			
				sad

				Besides the most obvious signs of sadness (the waterworks!), you can tell a character is sad because of the classic frown and pout. Let’s just say it’s the visual opposite of all things happy.
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				tip

				Adding a bit of wear and tear on the face (like darkness or bags around and under the eyes) can make it look like a character has been crying.

			

		

		
			
				more sad

			

		

		
			
				more surprised

			

		

		
			
				use a wider mouth

				A narrow mouth tends to communicate surprise or shock, so keep the mouth wide if you’re trying to make a character look bummed out.

			

		

		
			
				mouth opens with waterworks

			

		

		
			
				eyes and mouth squishes closed

			

		

		
			
				eyes and mouth squish together

			

		

		
			
				lip corners curve down

			

		

		
			
				hold back the emotion

				Tell a story with different levels of emotion! Unless your character is very young (or not great at holding back their feelings), they may try to hide their sadness—before bursting into tears.
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				furious

			

		

		
			
				mad

			

		

		
			
				tip

				Anger is more of a “sharp” emotion. So the more jagged or angular your drawing, the angrier your character will feel.

			

		

		
			
				Angry

				Grr! If you’ve ever felt angry, you know that this emotion is intense. Avoid using soft curves—and keep your lines sharp—so the energy of your drawing matches that intensity. 
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				angriest

			

		

		
			
				angrier

			

		

		
			
				angry

			

		

		
			
				show more teeth

				When someone is angry, the mouth can change from a frown to a grimace, and finally to an open-mouth scream.

			

		

		
			
				hyperfocused eyes

			

		

		
			
				eyes dilated

			

		

		
			
				Adjust the pupils

				In anger, the eyes get wider and we see more of the whites of the eyes around the pupil. In drawing, you can exaggerate this by removing the pupils. You can even draw your character with hyperfocused eyes to show they mean business!

			

		

		
			
				angry

			

		

		
			
				annoyed

			

		

		
			
				stare down the enemy

				When a character is just starting to feel upset, they might look away. But when they’re really angry, they’ll often look directly at their enemy with a cold, hard stare.
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				secondary reaction

			

		

		
			
				first reaction

			

		

		
			
				tip

				Shock is the expression someone has in the moment before they know how to feel about what’s just happened. So the eyebrows and mouth can look pretty neutral when someone’s first shocked or surprised.

			

		

		
			
				Shocked

				This expression tells us, “I wasn’t expecting that!” A shocked face often has wide eyes and a mouth that’s narrow and open.
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				appalled

			

		

		
			
				afraid

			

		

		
			
				surprised

			

		

		
			
				tweak the emotion

				If you keep the eyes wide, the mouth and brows can be used to change the emotion. Tweak the mouth and brows to show the difference between a happy surprise and a horrible shock.

			

		

		
			
				terror

			

		

		
			
				fear

			

		

		
			
				dilate the pupils

				The pupils get smaller when surprise turns to fear. If you want to exaggerate this in your drawing, you can even make them disappear!

			

		

		
			
				eyes open wide

			

		

		
			
				eyes open up

			

		

		
			
				make it a wide-eyed stare

				The first sign of surprise is often a wide-eyed stare. To show this, you can open your character’s eyes up or widen them side to side.
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				betrayed

			

		

		
			
				hurt

			

		

		
			
				sinister

			

		

		
			
				Mix up the eyes and mouth for complexity

				Combine the eyes of one emotion with the mouth of another to create a new, deeper, or more complex emotion.

			

		

		
			
				drawing complex emotions

				In life, we often experience more than one emotion at a time. So our adorable—and adorably lifelike—characters should too! Combine any two of the five main expressions to create deeper emotional reactions in your characters.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Expressions 109

			

		

		
			
				tip 

				Combine features in any way you want to create some seriously silly faces. How mixed up can you make them?

			

		

		
			
				bemused

			

		

		
			
				disgusted

			

		

		
			
				mix it up for confused faces

				You can show confusion by drawing one eyebrow up and one down. Then use the mouth to tell your audience whether your character likes being confused or not. 

			

		

		
			
				disappointed

			

		

		
			
				frustrated

			

		

		
			
				soften the lines to soften the emotion

				By slightly softening or sharpening the facial features, you can add just a hint of another emotion to the expression.
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				Neutral Reference
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				Happy Reference
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				SAD Reference
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				Expressions 113

			

		

		
			
				angry Reference
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				shocked Reference
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				neutral

			

		

		
			
				neutral

			

		

		
			
				happy

			

		

		
			
				happy

			

		

		
			
				sad

			

		

		
			
				sad

			

		

		
			
				angry

			

		

		
			
				angry

			

		

		
			
				shocked

			

		

		
			
				shocked

			

		

		
			
				complex emotions Reference
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				angry

			

		

		
			
				sad

			

		

		
			
				Happy

			

		

		
			
				Neutral

			

		

		
			
				try drawing some emotions
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				complex emotions

			

		

		
			
				silly

			

		

		
			
				confused

			

		

		
			
				shocked
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				- how to create ADORABLE -

				poses

				knowing how to pose a character is an essential skill for any-one who wants to draw humans, animals, or even humanlike objects. Although some anatomy know-how is helpful, you can draw cute characters even with a super-simplistic drawing style. U This chapter focuses on how to start drawing your first humanlike bodies—and the sassy, serious, and silly poses that bring them to life. You’ll also learn how to use body language to push the expression even further, because although the face tells you a lot about a person’s feelings, the body can tell an even bigger story.
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				giddy and expressive

			

		

		
			
				calmly prim and proper

			

		

		
			
				fearful and untrustworthy

			

		

		
			
				Poses share an emotion

				These poses also show us how the characters are feeling and behaving right now. Even without a face!

			

		

		
			
				Poses tell a story

				They may not contain many details, but it’s still clear that these characters are three different people—just by the way they hold their bodies.

			

		

		
			
				what’s in a pose?

				The way your character positions their body is called a pose. (Get it, pose-isition?) 
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				clean

			

		

		
			
				rough sketch

			

		

		
			
				line first

			

		

		
			
				the line of action

				Many artists like to use the line of action as their first step in drawing a pose. The line of action is usually a single line that shows the energy or emotion of the character—and is a great base to build on! In some poses, I like to add the head first and then the line of action. It’s okay to be flexible!

			

		

		
			
				keep it simple, keep it rough!

				Don’t worry about details or proportions during the early stages of drawing a pose. You can add those later. For now, keep things loosey-goosey and focus on getting the emotions and body positions jusssst right.

			

		

		
			
				gesture drawing

				Gesture drawing is what artists call their rough drawings when sketching a pose. These sketches are done quickly to get a sense of the character’s emotions and body position. At this stage it’s okay to make the pose more dramatic than it might be in real life—it’s much easier to dial back an overly expressive pose than it is to add energy to a stiff pose.
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				thinking

			

		

		
			
				daydreaming

			

		

		
			
				feeling bored

				A common neutral expression is boredom. A bored character might look upward into the clouds, daydreaming away.

			

		

		
			
				Neutral

				The body in a neutral position tends to look relaxed and open. The line of action is normally loose, but can also be stiff, like with a guard standing at attention.

			

		

		
			
				body language

				Although many artists focus on the face when expressing a character’s emotion, body language is just as, if not more, important when it comes to showing how a character feels. Using the line of action, we can break down the five basic emotions into poses—making sure your character is expressing the correct feeling or attitude with their whole body before adding any other details.
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				expressing freely

			

		

		
			
				holding back

			

		

		
			
				feeling shy

				Usually happy expressions point upward, but if a character is trying to hold back their emotion (out of shyness or otherwise), they may tilt their head down or look away. Keep the body pointing up and the head down to show this complex emotion.

			

		

		
			
				open

			

		

		
			
				relaxed

			

		

		
			
				look up

			

		

		
			
				happy

				A character who is happy might gaze upward. They’ll look openly expressive and their stance may seem relaxed or confident,
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				despair

			

		

		
			
				wants sympathy

			

		

		
			
				remorseful

			

		

		
			
				Tweak the tilt of the head

				If a sad character is looking up, they might be looking for sympathy—or are no longer able to hold in their emotions.

			

		

		
			
				closed in

			

		

		
			
				curved down

			

		

		
			
				hiding

			

		

		
			
				sad

				The line of action in a sad pose tends to point downward, and the character might pull their limbs inward. There is often a sense of weakness or defeat—so no sharp lines here.
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				Poses 125

			

		

		
			
				exploding

			

		

		
			
				holding it in

			

		

		
			
				compress in, then shoot out

				When a character is trying to hold their anger in, their body might look scrunched up and compressed. When they finally release their rage, it can be very sudden and explosive.

			

		

		
			
				stiff

			

		

		
			
				angular

			

		

		
			
				pointy

			

		

		
			
				Angry

				Angry people are often in attack mode! The lines of their bodies may look sharp, pointy, and full of dangerous angles—or still and solid like a wall. Unlike sad poses, you’ll want to keep your lines sharp.
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				backs away

			

		

		
			
				limbs tucked in

			

		

		
			
				fear tries to hide

				A character who’s afraid may back away or cower from what’s scaring them. You can draw a fearful character with their head turned away or bring their limbs inward. The line of action should look weak or wobbly.

			

		

		
			
				tip

				You can help show this sudden and speedy emotion with motion lines!

			

		

		
			
				surprise pops up

				Surprise tends to be fast and quick, so there are more straight lines in a surprised pose.

			

		

		
			
				shock

				When we broke this emotion down in the expressions chapter, there was not a large difference between fear and surprise on the face, but body language tells us a very different story.
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				tip

				To create more interesting characters, think about how you can layer more than one emotion at a time into your poses.

			

		

		
			
				hopeful

			

		

		
			
				nervous

			

		

		
			
				combine emotions

				By combining different bits from the five basic emotions, you can show complex emotions in your character.

			

		

		
			
				confusion is mixed up

				A character with a confused look on their face might have one eyebrow up and one down. Similarly, a confused character might be tilting their head quizzically, with one arm up and one down.

			

		

		
			
				complex emotions

				Just like our facial expressions, our body language can show a wide mix of complicated feelings.
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				Create a person

				If you use the boxed stick figure, you can add just a few more lines to make limbs, hair, and clothing. With just a bit of cleanup, you’ve created a simple character!

			

		

		
			
				boxed

			

		

		
			
				better proportions

			

		

		
			
				standard

			

		

		
			
				Use a stick figure

				You don’t need perfect anatomy to draw cute characters! Knowing how to draw a simple stick figure will get you a lot further than you might think. Just pick a stick figure style that works for you.

			

		

		
			
				poses made easy

				Poses don’t have to be complex! Here are some tips to help keep your poses simple and easy to understand.
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				clear silhouette

			

		

		
			
				unclear silhouette

			

		

		
			
				Clarify the silhouette

				Fill your drawing in with black. The new shape you’ve made is called a silhouette. If you can understand what is happening in a pose just by the silhouette, then you know your poses will read clearly.

			

		

		
			
				relaxed

			

		

		
			
				stiff

			

		

		
			
				create asymmetry

				Look at how you’re sitting right now. Is your body in the same position on both sides? Probably not! That’s because people usually position their bodies unevenly. Using asymmetry in your sketches can help loosen up the pose and make it feel more natural.
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				sphere

			

		

		
			
				flat circle

			

		

		
			
				the ellipse creates volume

				When you add ellipses to a circle, it creates the illusion of volume!

			

		

		
			
				turning down

			

		

		
			
				flat 

			

		

		
			
				turning up

			

		

		
			
				the circle flattens out

				Imagine you’re looking at a coin lying flat on a table. It’s shaped like a full circle, right? But if you pick the coin up and tilt it around, it’ll go from looking like a circle to looking flatter and flatter . . . This distortion of the circle as it moves is what we are going to call an ellipse.

			

		

		
			
				using ellipses 

				Ellipse is a word that artists use to describe how a circular shape changes its shape as it turns away from you. Ellipses are super helpful when drawing poses—but especially when drawing the head.
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				. . . and anywhere else you want to add volume

				In fact, you can use these amazing ellipses to add bulk and volume to any round object—on a character’s body or otherwise!

			

		

		
			
				looking down

			

		

		
			
				flat 

			

		

		
			
				looking up

			

		

		
			
				Use Ellipses to place the eyes, ears, and nose

				Now that you have these handy little ellipses as guidelines, you can use them to keep track of all the parts of the face—even as the head turns.
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				fearful

			

		

		
			
				surprised

			

		

		
			
				happy

			

		

		
			
				neutral

			

		

		
			
				using the line of action, draw someone . . .
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				tip

				If you’re having trouble getting a pose to work, try acting it out. Or grab a friend and take some photos to use as visual references for your character’s action.

			

		

		
			
				mixed emotions

			

		

		
			
				angry

			

		

		
			
				sad
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				holding a pineapple		

				drinking water		

				 waiting for the bus

			

		

		
			
				using stick figures, draw someone . . .
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				now fill your poses in to check your silhouettes! Are the poses still clear?

			

		

		
			
				walking sadly		

				sunbathing		

				posing like a model
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				- how to draw adorable -

				animals

				There are so many animals on the planet, I couldn’t possibly teach you how to draw all of them. But as long as you’re able to recog-nize the key features of an animal and draw it using simple shapes, you can draw any animal you’d like. U In this chapter, I’ll share some simple tips for drawing some adorable everyday animals, but when it’s time to draw on your own, I recommend finding photos of the animal you choose so you can study it and learn what makes it special.
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				Prioritize unique elements

				You don’t have to show all of the features that make up the animal you’re illustrating, but drawing some of its more unique details will help your audience recognize the animal.

				I’d say a snake’s most unique feature is its long body, and its scales are maybe the least unique feature. That means I can get away with not showing the scales at all, but if I don’t draw a long, winding body, I’ll have to add a lot more snakey details to make my snake look like, well, a snake. I’ll show you what I mean.

			

		

		
			
				Find the animal’s Key features

				Think about the most important physical features that make up your animal. Before looking at a picture, what comes to mind when you think of a snake? Write those details down or try drawing them out. For example, when I think of a snake, I imagine a long, winding body, scales, and a forked tongue.

			

		

		
			
				let’s draw a snake!

				When learning something new, it’s best to start with the easiest, simplest steps. So before we lean into more complex animals, let’s draw an animal that is basically just squiggles on the page: a snake.
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				tip

				Once you’ve added enough key features to make your drawing look like the animal it’s supposed to be, you can add any other features you want—like tiny little legs!

			

		

		
			
				it’s a snake!

			

		

		
			
				definitely not a snake

			

		

		
			
				If I take away the long body, I can still make my drawing look like a snake—I just have to add in the other features to do it.

			

		

		
			
				nice details

			

		

		
			
				already a snake

			

		

		
			
				This snake looks like a snake, thanks to its long, slithery body. Adding more key features makes it look even more like a snake, but it’s not totally necessary.
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				stylize the Shapes

				Since fish come in so many shapes and sizes anyway, you can choose any shapes you want—just add some key features to make your fish, well, fishy.

			

		

		
			
				Find the Key features

				Fish come in all sorts of shapes, sizes, and features, but most tend to have round eyes, fins, and scales.

			

		

		
			
				let’s draw a fish!

				Another simple animal to draw is . . . a swishy little fish! This is a great opportunity to practice using interesting shapes for your character design. Plus, fish don’t even have legs. You can handle this!
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				create contrast with shapes

				Try making one part of your animal small, one medium, and one huge. This creates a focal point—and a more interesting drawing. It’s just good design!

			

		

		
			
				Keep the shapes simple

				You don’t need a lot of detail—or even a lot of lines—to create adorable art. The right level of detail will ultimately be up to your personal style, but in general, keeping it simple keeps it cute.

			

		

		
			
				You’ve learned how to simplify your animal down to its basic features—to make it easier to recognize. But those features may not always be what’ll make your character look the cutest. Break out some of the design tricks you learned earlier in the book to make your animal art even more adorable!
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				play with the shapes

				You can use any shapes you want to build your bird, and then just add a few key birdlike features, like feathers and beaks.

			

		

		
			
				Find the Key features

				Like fish, birds come in all sorts of sizes, shapes, and colors. But most birds have wings, feathers, beaks, tails, and thin legs with triangle-shaped feet.

			

		

		
			
				let’s draw a bird!

				Now on to creatures with legs, but just two legs, like birds! Birds are a bit easier than our four-legged friends, but they’re no less cute.
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				to add creativity, try swapping out some features

				Remember, if you have enough visual cues to tell your story, you can replace some key features with less classic ones, and your bird will still feel birdlike.

			

		

		
			
				exaggerate the features for Mega cuteness

				We know a duck has a long neck. By exaggerating that feature we can make a pretty silly duck! What other features can you exaggerate?

			

		

		
			
				zero in on specific features

				To draw a specific species of bird, you need to highlight elements that are unique to that species. For example, a duck has webbed feet, a long neck, and a stubby tail. With these specific features in hand, you can draw a duck that’s quack-tacular!
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				clean drawing

			

		

		
			
				rough details

			

		

		
			
				rough shapes

			

		

		
			
				start simple then add complexity

				When drawing more complex objects, start with a rough shape and slowly add layers of detail on top. Once you have your rough drawing, you can erase some of the stray lines and draw a clean and polished drawing on top.

			

		

		
			
				Find the Key features

				Cats share the same basic traits: pointy ears and noses, whiskers, and long tails.

			

		

		
			
				let’s draw a cat

				Four-legged creatures are the trickiest of the bunch. Let’s try a cat—they are made up of lots of easy-to-recognize features.
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				simplify the legs

				If you have enough key features, you can do anything you want with those li’l kitty legs!

			

		

		
			
				take a seat

				It’s a little easier to draw an animal sitting than standing.

			

		

		
			
				Make it Humanlike

				Maybe your cat stands up on two legs! Many artists find two-legged characters easier to draw (probably because we’re more familiar with walking on two legs).

			

		

		
			
				Here are some creative ways to simplify your cat drawings and make illustrating four-legged critters a little less challenging.
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				Let’s draw some fish

			

		

		
			
				Let’s draw some snakes
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				Let’s draw some cats

			

		

		
			
				Let’s draw some birds
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				Now choose your own animals to draw
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				- how to make -

				cute anythings

				You don’t have to draw people or animals to be able to draw supercute characters. In this chapter, you’ll learn how to take just about any object or shape and turn it into a character by adding a little bit of storytelling. Not only is this a lot of fun to do, but it also gives you the opportunity to make silly puns too! Best of all it’s a great way to start getting comfortable with basic character design and illustration before moving on to more complex characters like people and animals.
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				add emotion

				Add a face, then choose simple stick arms and legs—or anything else you’d like—to give your object human emotions. Remember to put the facial features toward the top or bottom of your character’s face to amp up the cute factor!

			

		

		
			
				Pick any Object or Shape

				I suggest you start with a simple object—or even just a simple shape like a circle or a square. Keep your drawings simple, focus on the overall shapes, and remove extra details.

			

		

		
			
				make a characterout of anything!

				Art doesn’t have to show humans or animals to look adorbs. You can use shapes or objects and just make them humanlike (and supercute) by adding emotion and storytelling.
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				tip

				If you get stuck on a pose, try sketching things out using a stick figure first. Then add those details to your object.

			

		

		
			
				give them an Activity

				Add even more storytelling by giving your character a special pose. You can keep it simple (like drawing your character waving to the audience) or go for something complex (like dancing ballet!).

			

		

		
			
				Add details or props

				You can add details, props, or other accessories to make your drawing more fun! Adding just one prop or physical feature tells us more about your character and makes them feel like a real person . . . er, walking, talking book.
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				dive deeper by asking questions

				When developing characters or stories, start by asking yourself questions about them, and then use the answers to make your characters more interesting.

				When sketching out my book character, for instance, I asked: How old is it? Does it enjoy weight lifting? What’s its day job? Who’s its best friend? I don’t have to show the answers to all of these questions in my final illustration, but by being curious, I can flesh out my character and really bring it to life.

			

		

		
			
				STORYTELLING MAKES CHARACTERS REAL

				When you look at the first drawing below, you can see how much less personality it has than the final pass on the right. Both illustrations are cute, for sure, but the final drawing has more life, personality, and storytelling. It’s unique—and more interesting too! If you’re still getting the hang of poses, don’t worry. You can still create charming characters by adding emotions, expressions, and extra props or details.
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				hats

				more hats

				bows

				sneakers

				backpack

				freckles

				glasses

				goggles

				tie

				mustache

				scooter

				purse

				sandwich

				umbrella

				yoga mat

				hair

				pink cheeks

				eyelashes

			

		

		
			
				props

			

		

		
			
				sad

				angry

				jealous

				anxious

				happy

				excited

				numb

				dazed

				surprised

				shocked

				sleepy

				sick

				determined

				confused

				furious

				mischievous

				confident

				shy

				bored

			

		

		
			
				emotions

			

		

		
			
				running

				jumping 

				fencing

				cooking

				weight lifting

				eating cotton candy

				waving

				talking to a friend

				skipping rocks

				reading a book

				sunbathing

				swimming

			

		

		
			
				actions

			

		

		
			
				circle

				square

				coffee cup

				tissue box

				printer

				stamp

				leafy plant

				shoe box

				pillow

				rulersketchbook

			

		

		
			
				objects

			

		

		
			
				Don’t get stuck—get started! Here are some objects, emotions, props, and actions for you to mix, match, and get drawing.

			

		

		
			
				Reference for cuties
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				add an activity

			

		

		
			
				add a prop

			

		

		
			
				add emotion

			

		

		
			
				sample

			

		

		
			
				Create your own version of these cute characters
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				now find and draw your own cuties!
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				159

			

		

		
			
				you did it!

				You’ve made it to the end of my book! Great job drawing your way through my guide to everything cute. I hope you were able to take advantage of the worksheet pages and create lots (and lots) of cute art! If you’d like more practice pages, please visit my website, www.carliannecreates.com. Nothing would make me happier than to see your progress as an artist, so please tag me anytime on Instagram or Twitter. You can tag my account @carliannecreates or use the hashtag #HTDA (for How to Draw Adorable).

				Wondering what to do next? Well, the answer is simple. Go make more cute art! The more you draw, the better you’ll get, but remember to always . . . 

				Have fun and make cute stuff!

			

		

	
		
			
				about the author

				Carlianne Tipsey is an award-winning children’s book illustrator and mentor.

				She began her career working in games for Disney Interactive, where she got to draw princesses all day. She later worked as a senior illustrator for KiwiCo, a kids’ creativity company.

				For the last ten years she has helped mentor her colleagues in illustration and has taught children complex STEM concepts with cute and simple illustrations.

				Carlianne is perhaps most well known on Instagram and YouTube, where she teaches simple cute art tips to help anyone learn how to draw.

				In her free time (what’s that?), she enjoys wrangling her two beautiful children and reading them books she has illustrated. When the lights go out, she’s back to work creating tutorials to inspire other artists to create their own cute stuff. Because the only thing better than cute art is lots of cute art.
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